


About this Petition

Created by the Asia Pacific Forum on Women, Law and Devel-
opment (APWLD), this petition is with the support of Madagway 
Babaeyon, a non-governmental indigenous women’s organization 
in Northern Mindanao, Philippines.

The petition seeks to address the rising human rights violations 
committed with impunity attacking the indigenous communities 
of Northern Mindanao--mainly committed by paramilitary forces, 
backed by the Armed Forces of the Philippines--and press justice 
for the victims who were mercillesly killed in the course of defend-
ing their ancestral domains. This petition also seeks to address the 
continued harassment against the widows of the slain indigenous 
leaders, and women’s vulnerability in situations of militarization 
and human rights violations. 

The printing of this booklet is supported by the Urgent Action Fund 
for Women’s Human Rights.



1Petition Letter

The Philippine government has 
an obligation to take swift action 
in investigating the murders and 
human rights violations of Indige-
nous Peoples (IP) by paramilitary 
groups and resolutely disband 
them. These groups have robbed 
IP communities of their right to 
protest destructive economic 
development on their ancestral 
lands, without facing harassment, 
brutal force and death by compa-
nies wishing to silence them.

• 	 Chairperson, Commission on Human Rights
	 (Hon. Loretta Ann Rosales) 
• 	 Chairperson, National Commission on Indigenous
	 Peoples (Ms. Zenaida Brigida H. Pawid) 
•	 Secretary, Department of Justice (Ms. Leila M. De Lima) 
•	 President Benigno Simeon C. Aquino III 
•	 NCIP Commissioner, Southern & Eastern Mindanao 

(Region XI & XIII) (Hon. Roque N. Agton Jr.) 

Petition Letter sent to:

Stop the Killings of 
Indigenous Peoples

by Paramilitary 
Groups
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Recent examples of the cascading series of human 
rights violations:

On 30, June, 2011, two members of Higaonon 
IP organisation Linundigan were killed by mem-
bers of the paramilitary group Salakawan, after a 
claim was made for their ancestral land by one of 
Salakawan’s members, Laging Binsalan. Datu Lapu-
gotan and Solte San-ogan were fatally shot when 
Lapugotan’s home was attacked while the family, in-
cluding his wife, four children aged one to 14 years 
old, and nephew San-ogan, were sleeping. In Sep-
tember 2009, Lapugotan’s brother Datu Mampaagi 
was also murdered by paramilitary groups, when 
he opposed the entry of mining companies in their 
ancestral domains. 

Following the attacks, both widows of Lapugotan 
and Mampaagi, Mayse Belayong and Bae Adelfa, 
were threatened by the paramilitary groups and 
have had to relocate to safe houses, and find new 
livelihoods. Other women community members have 
also been forced to seek shelter from the conflict 
area, with men staying behind to farm. The women 
consequently carry the burden of establishing new 
homes for their families and begin rebuilding their 
community.



3Petition Letter

We call on President Aquino and the Philippine 
government, including the Commission on Human 
Rights, the National Commission on Indigenous 
Peoples and the Department of Justice to: 

- Investigate the murders of Datu Lapugotan, Solte 
San-ogan and Datu Mampaagi by paramilitary 
groups;

- Investigate the threats made against women in the 
community, charge those responsible and provide 
reparations to the survivors and the families of the 
victims;

- Investigate the other cases of extrajudicial killings, 
harassment and torture of Indigenous Peoples;

- Disband and disarm paramilitary groups in Indig-
enous Peoples communities;

- Uphold its commitment to international standards, 
including the United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples (Art.32, sec.2).

We stand by the rights of the Indigenous Peoples 
to their ancestral domains and to their right to self-
determination, and support their struggle for the 
integrity of their culture and traditions. 

As these human rights violations continue to esca-
late, immediate action is necessary.
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Name City State Zip Country Signed 
On

Keith Ohler Boulder 80302 Afghanistan 11/6/2011

Analia Penchaszadeh Buenos Aires 1425 Argentina 10/11/2011

Eugenia Carrara buenos aires 1428 Argentina 10/12/2011

Mary Graham Southport 4215 Australia 10/10/2011

sha Davies Mt Helena 6082 Australia 10/10/2011

Barbara Pelczynska Bendigo 3550 Australia 10/10/2011

carolyn hayton evandale 5069 Australia 10/11/2011

Betty Daly-King LAKE GRACE 6353 Australia 10/11/2011

Judith C Melb 3134 Australia 10/12/2011

Madhu pillai melbourne 3079 Australia 10/12/2011

Antje Nebel Brisbane 4031 Australia 10/12/2011

Andrew McCutcheon Elwood 3184 Australia 10/12/2011

Mrs. Barbara Pecze Thurgoona 2640 Australia 10/12/2011

Homira Helena 
Derwash

NSW 2230 Australia 11/1/2011

Norma Hennessy Adelaide 5041 Australia 11/2/2011

Elisabeth Bechmann St. PÃ¶lten 3100 Austria 10/10/2011

Baldrich Mouanda Vienna 99999 Austria 10/11/2011

Monika Huber Vienna A-1020 
AUT

Austria 10/13/2011

Rokeya Kabir Dhaka dhaka1207 Bangladesh 10/10/2011

Mong Sing Neo Dhaka 4600 Bangladesh 10/10/2011

S M Nazer Hossain Chitagong 4212 Bangladesh 10/25/2011

List of Petitioners
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Hiran M Chakma Dhaka 1207 Bangladesh 11/2/2011

KhushI  Kabir Dhaka 1207 Bangladesh 11/3/2011

Chantal  Buslot Hasselt 35100 Belgium 10/11/2011

Muriel Servaege Arlon 6700 Belgium 10/13/2011

cristiano pinnow viamÃ£o 94480315 Brazil 10/10/2011

Mariana  Zampieri Barretos 14784347 Brazil 10/10/2011

carlos carlos daghetta cabo frio 28.9 Brazil 10/13/2011

MÃ¡rcia Paiva ViÃ§osa gap776lid Brazil 10/14/2011

Natasha Leite de Moura Rio de Janeiro 20511030 Brazil 10/26/2011

Ran Sopheak Pagna Phnom Penh 12000 Cambodia 11/2/2011

Vansey Sao Phnom Penh 855 Cambodia 11/2/2011

Ran S. Pagna Phnom Penh 12000 Cambodia 11/3/2011

Tcharbuahbokengo 
NFINN

Kumba 237 Cameroon 11/1/2011

maru maesa toronto M6K 3B6 Canada 10/10/2011

Kenneth Deer Kahnawake J0L 1B0 Canada 10/10/2011

Bassam  Imam Montreal H3H 2N4 Canada 10/10/2011

Sue McGuey BRAMPTON L6S 3E5 Canada 10/11/2011

Andy Bachor Edmonton T6C4B1 Canada 10/11/2011

penny c Alberta T2J 4T8 Canada 10/11/2011

Bob Phelps Woodstock n4s 7m2 Canada 10/12/2011

Dave Davis Richmond V7A 3Y4 Canada 10/12/2011

Heather Little Grand Bay- 
Westfield

E5K 3K1 Canada 10/12/2011

John Hill Vancouver V6E 3Z8 Canada 10/12/2011

LARAINE  BOWEN Oakville L6L 2M2 Canada 10/12/2011
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Cathy Cripps Guelph, 
Ontario

N1G 2E1 Canada 10/12/2011

Susan Campbell Montreal, QC H2T 2C5 Canada 10/12/2011

Stephen Lum Brampton L7A 1P7 Canada 10/12/2011

Kavita Dinunzio Amherstburg N9V 2B4 Canada 10/12/2011

Liliana Ruiz Montreal h2a2z6 Canada 10/12/2011

Tony Co Victoria V9A 5R7 Canada 10/12/2011

Coreen Kerr Burnaby V5H 4H6 Canada 10/12/2011

Anna Louise E. Fontaine Lantier J0T 1V0 Canada 10/12/2011

andrea connelly Montreal H3X 2P9 Canada 10/12/2011

Lauren  Baker Regina S4S6A7 Canada 10/12/2011

Sonia Fey Deroche V0M 1G0 Canada 10/13/2011

Douglas  Barbour Edmonton T6G 0B9 Canada 10/13/2011

Scott, Beth and Vicky 
Our Family

Stratford 91764 Canada 10/13/2011

Eddie Higginson London 7005 Canada 10/13/2011

Shelley Shenton Port Alberni V9Y 4L9 Canada 10/16/2011

kyle morriss victoria v8n2j5 Canada 10/17/2011

romelita tauna mississauga,
ontario

L5J1N4 Canada 10/18/2011

Kenneth Deer Kahnawake J0L 1B0 Canada 10/30/2011

Jennifer Owatan Oakville L6M4Y1 Canada 10/31/2011

Josephine Thebeau Rogersville E4Y2K7 Canada 10/31/2011

RENEE CASTRO-POZO TORONTO M6B 1B1 Canada 10/31/2011

analyn aryo Markham l3s 4g3 Canada 10/31/2011

D. S. Boddy Peterborough 
ON

K9J 7G7 Canada 11/1/2011
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Mary McGillis Peterborough K9J 7S4 Canada 11/1/2011

karen boyles montreal H2T 1W7 Canada 11/1/2011

deb singh Toronto M4J 2R4 Canada 11/2/2011

Nancy Roussy Ste-Florence G0J2M0 Canada 11/2/2011

merelyn aguirre quebec city h9b 2z1 Canada 11/3/2011

Zoe Guzman-Poole Ottawa K1Y2S9 Canada 11/3/2011

Jen Owatan ontario L6M 4Y1 Canada 11/4/2011

marivic kalagui northyork M2L2B9 Canada 11/4/2011

annabelle fuchay Toronto M3H5V1 Canada 11/5/2011

Hanah McFarlane Warsaw K0L 3A0 Canada 11/5/2011

Mauricio Carvajal Santiago 9291583 Chile 10/16/2011

Tatiana Torres Bogota 90099 Colombia 10/12/2011

Mikolo-ngoulou Porel 
Arnet

Brazzaville 18060 Congo 10/11/2011

Louis BAHAKOULA 
MABIDI

Brazzaville 242 Congo 10/31/2011

Andrea Nemec Osijek 31000 Croatia 10/11/2011

Klaudio Negric Rijeka 51000 Croatia 10/11/2011

Blanka Nemec ÄŒakovec 40311 Croatia 10/12/2011

Sanja Tamarut Rijeka 51000 Croatia 10/12/2011

J R Buzet 52420 Croatia 10/12/2011

Vlado Gasperov Rijeka 51000 Croatia 10/12/2011

Simon Validzic Novi Zagreb 10020 Croatia 10/16/2011

Yvonne Fast Aalborg 9000 Denmark 10/13/2011

Antonella Nielsen Copenhagen 2400 Denmark 10/13/2011

Sacerdote Neftali Ruiz Guacotecti, 
CabaÃ±as

no cuento 
con c

El Salvador 10/31/2011
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Tara Chetty Suva - Fiji 10/10/2011

Birgitta Siponen Oulu 90570 Finland 10/12/2011

valÃ©rie DISLE SAINT LEU LA 
FORET

95320 France 10/11/2011

priscilla gallou dreux 28100 France 10/12/2011

Jean-Pierre CHARRY PARIS 75016 France 10/12/2011

olivier GOMES SAINT LEU LA 
FORET

95320 France 10/13/2011

Pascal Fauchereau Paris 75019 France 10/15/2011

AmÃ©lie Laurent Nevers 58260 France 10/16/2011

JEAN Agnes VALREAS 84600 France 10/23/2011

Mickael  Arrestier Paris 75018 France 11/4/2011

laurence meylemans SalomÃ© 59496 France 11/4/2011

Ebrima Dem Serekunda 220 Gambia 10/30/2011

Nadezhda Peneva Karlsruhe 3008 Germany 10/10/2011

Lena Rehberger Grebenhain 44056 Germany 10/11/2011

Erika Pahl Gross-Umstadt 64823 Germany 10/12/2011

Moritz Ulrich Freiburg 79106 Germany 10/13/2011

Roswitha von Heissen Tutzing 82327 Germany 10/13/2011

maria-luisa mateus munich 80634 Germany 10/13/2011

Pertti Veijalainen Tegucigalpa 11020 Tegu Honduras 10/12/2011

Esther C  Bangcawayan HKSAR 852 Hong Kong 10/11/2011

Sol  Almodovar Pillas New Ter-
ritories

0 Hong Kong 10/30/2011

Renu Thakur Pithoragrh 262501 India 10/10/2011

Neelavalli Prabhakar Chennai 600095 India 10/11/2011

Suan moi Lamka 795128 India 10/11/2011
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Renni P Mathunny Kottayam, 
Kerala

686001 India 10/13/2011

Muanpuia Punte Aizawl 796009 India 11/2/2011

Sabela Gayo Banda Aceh 24475 Indonesia 10/10/2011

aan anshary Jakarta 62 Indonesia 10/31/2011

Simon Pabaras West Kali-
mantan

78362 Indonesia 11/6/2011

Sawit Watch Bogor 16154 Indonesia 10/12/2011

marianna molnar baghdad 11123 Iraq 10/12/2011

margaret houlihan Killarney none Ireland 10/14/2011

Jette M. Abildgaard Dublin D8 Ireland 10/14/2011

Ira Mak Jerusalem 90917 Israel 10/13/2011

Aris Miranda Rome 186 Italy 10/10/2011

elisabetta rossi savona 17100 Italy 10/11/2011

Michela Messineo Roma 40 Italy 10/11/2011

Laura Mattei Mazzano 
Romano (RM)

60 Italy 10/12/2011

Claudia La Paglia Genova 16138 Italy 10/13/2011

Valentina M Rome 159 Italy 10/13/2011

Riccardo Orsi Medicina, 
Bologna

40059 Italy 10/15/2011

Alicja Trusiewicz Perugia 6122 Italy 10/15/2011

Maria F. Verona 37050 Italy 10/17/2011

giorgio pizzo palermo 90135 Italy 10/17/2011

Aris Miranda Rome 186 Italy 10/31/2011

Vanda Altarelli Rome 183 Italy 11/2/2011

Monica Musri Rome 152 Italy 11/2/2011
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Yuriko Moto Osaka 5370013 Japan 10/10/2011

Nanami Kurasawa Iruma 358-0007 Japan 10/12/2011

Muki Garang Nairobi 100 Kenya 11/2/2011

JiYoung Chung Bundang 463-500 Korea, 
Republic of

10/10/2011

Prabindra Shakya Seoul 152-906 Korea, 
Republic of

10/10/2011

yoli ken Bierut 961 Lebanon 10/31/2011

Ian Songan Kuching 93100 Malaysia 10/14/2011

Colin Nicholas Subang jaya 47500 Malaysia 11/2/2011

Andrew Vovides Xalapa 91000 Mexico 10/14/2011

Patricia Vazquez Mexico City 15900 Mexico 10/14/2011

zanaa  jurmed ulaanbaatar 210646 Mongolia 10/10/2011

Urantsooj Gombosuren Ulaanbaatar 211238 Mongolia 10/14/2011

HASSAN IDBALKASSM RABAT ma Morocco 10/11/2011

Kamal Rai Kathmandu 977 Nepal 11/2/2011

Chandra Kulung Kathmandu GPO 8469 Nepal 11/4/2011

Dr. Angie M. Gonzales Utrecht 3526BK Netherlands 10/10/2011

liz meesters vlagtwedde 9541tk Netherlands 10/11/2011

Mick Otten Maassluis 3141 RA Netherlands 10/12/2011

Leigh Saunders Hastings 4122 New 
Zealand

10/12/2011

carol crunkhorn Auckland 620 New 
Zealand

10/13/2011

Gaayathri Nair Auckland 2021 New 
Zealand

10/13/2011

Melania Padilla Somoto 505 Nicaragua 10/13/2011

Ayodele Akele Lagos 2341 Nigeria 10/10/2011
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Maria  Antonsen Hundhamaren 7562 Norway 10/12/2011

Hege Wolleng OSLO 192 Norway 10/12/2011

Parvez Zuberi Karachi 74000 Pakistan 10/12/2011

Marvick  Tapanan Cagayan de 
Oro

9000 Philippines 10/10/2011

Hannah Travina Makati 1214 Philippines 10/10/2011

Cristina Palabay Quezon City 1101 Philippines 10/10/2011

vernie diano baguio 2600 Philippines 10/10/2011

Elisa Tita Lubi Quezon City 1101 Philippines 10/10/2011

Sr. Maria Famita 
Somogod, MSM

Iligan City 9200 Philippines 10/10/2011

Cynthia Deduro Iloilo 5020 Philippines 10/10/2011

JR Mendoza Cagayan de 
Oro

9000 Philippines 10/10/2011

Gert Libang QC 1105 Philippines 10/10/2011

jef tupas davao 8000 Philippines 10/10/2011

nikki luna manila 1780 Philippines 10/10/2011

Emmanuel Roldan Davao City 8000 Philippines 10/10/2011

Jejomar Clein Sobre-
pena

Cagayan de 
Oro City

9000 Philippines 10/10/2011

Minnie Degawan Baguio 2600 Philippines 10/10/2011

Women’s Global Net-
work for Reproductive 
Rights (WGNRR)

Quezon City 1102 Philippines 10/10/2011

Felisa  Labor Davao 8021 Philippines 10/11/2011

Lalai Catungal Davao City 8000 Philippines 10/11/2011

Sr. Mary Francis 
Anover, RSM

Quezon City 1101 Philippines 10/11/2011
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KAMP Philippines Quezon City 1104 Philippines 10/11/2011

Joan  Salvador Quezon City 1103 Philippines 10/11/2011

Jean Marie Ferraris Davao City 8000 Philippines 10/11/2011

Kernie Fanagel Malapatan 9516 Philippines 10/11/2011

Rodrigo Vanj Baguio Cebu City 6000 Philippines 10/11/2011

Clara Guzman Manila 1002 Philippines 10/11/2011

Malunhaw Vargas Islamic City of 
Marawi

9000 Philippines 10/11/2011

Dulping Ogan Davao City 8000 Philippines 10/11/2011

Jomorito Goaynon Cagayan de 
Oro

9000 Philippines 10/12/2011

mary grace bangoy canlubang, 
calamba city

4028 Philippines 10/12/2011

Nicanor Gabunada Jr. Pasig 1607 Philippines 10/12/2011

Adelfa Belayong Agusan del 
Sur

8513 Philippines 10/12/2011

Vennel Chenfoo Iligan City 9200 Philippines 10/13/2011

Dominic Delarmente Pasay 3000 Philippines 10/13/2011

Edison Jesse  Pusing Quezon City 1116 Philippines 10/14/2011

belen zanoria mandaue 6014 Philippines 10/18/2011

Leah  Staples Quezon City 1101 Philippines 10/18/2011

arrah bayubay manila 1005 Philippines 10/19/2011

jastin gomez butuan 8600 Philippines 10/25/2011

Johnny Sawadan Tabuk 3800 Philippines 10/26/2011

Cordillera Youth Center Baguio City 2600 Philippines 10/27/2011

Im-meh Im-mali Baguio City 2600 Philippines 10/27/2011

Cheryl Daytec Baguio City 2600 Philippines 10/27/2011
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Erlinda Palaganas baguio 2600 Philippines 10/30/2011

jen  awingan Baguio city 2600 Philippines 10/30/2011

amy muga Quezon City 1108 Philippines 10/30/2011

jp lapid quezon city 1109 Philippines 10/30/2011

Bernice See Baguio 2600 Philippines 10/30/2011

Jola Mamangun Quezon City 1100 Philippines 10/31/2011

sonya bullong Baguio City 2600 Philippines 10/31/2011

Tinay Palabay Las Pinas 1101 Philippines 10/31/2011

Eunice De Asis manila 1111 Philippines 10/31/2011

Alamira Rasmia Nafisa 
Alonto

Makati 1203 Philippines 10/31/2011

Mario Que ParaÃ±aque 1700 Philippines 10/31/2011

gert  libang quezon city 1105 Philippines 10/31/2011

Jingo Tamayao Quezon 1103 Philippines 11/1/2011

KAMP-Kalipunan ng 
mga Katutubong Ma-
mamayan ng Pilipinas 
National Alliance of 
Indigenous Peoples 
Organizations in the 
Philippines

Quezon City 1104 Philippines 11/1/2011

Phoebe Zoe Maria 
Sanchez

Cebu City 6000 Philippines 11/2/2011

Windel Bolinget Baguio City 2600 Philippines 11/2/2011

Federico dominguez Quezon City 1101 Philippines 11/2/2011

Abby Valenzuela Caloocan City 1409 Philippines 11/2/2011

Andrew  Okubo Baguio 2600 Philippines 11/2/2011

mary umaming baguio city 2619 Philippines 11/3/2011
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Edgar Arbozo ANTIPOLO 
CITY

1870 Philippines 11/3/2011

Edwin Winnie Baguio City 2600 Philippines 11/3/2011

Melvin Banggollay Tabuk city 3800 Philippines 11/3/2011

Maria  Macapagal Pasay 1300 Philippines 11/4/2011

Leticia Buenaventura Cainta, Rizal 1900 Philippines 11/4/2011

arman perez cebu 60000 Philippines 11/4/2011

obet de castro Quezon City 34 Philippines 11/4/2011

david quinn ingan cebu city 6000 Philippines 11/4/2011

Iwona Krzeminska Sosnowiec 41-200 Poland 10/12/2011

A P Gdansk 80211 Poland 10/12/2011

Ewa Piasecka Warsaw 1562 Poland 10/13/2011

Joanna Kozanecka Wolomin 05-200 Poland 10/21/2011

Cristina Seica Anadia 3780 Portugal 10/10/2011

Marta Correia Lisboa 1000-105 Portugal 10/10/2011

J. N. Valente Redondo 71701 Portugal 10/10/2011

SANDRA ROCHA OPORTO 4250475 Portugal 10/12/2011

Diana Ferreira PaÃ§os de 
Ferreira

4590-596 Portugal 11/6/2011

bilja cos my city 11000 Serbia 10/30/2011

Linde Ulbrich Johannesburg 2188 South Africa 10/13/2011

Amanda Calinikos Pretoria 83 South Africa 10/14/2011

Mariette Grobler Roodepoort 1709 South Africa 10/14/2011

Alerce FernÃ¡ndez 
SÃ¡nchez

Collado 
Villalba

28400 Spain 10/10/2011

Coro Jimenez-Arellano Madrid 28863 Spain 10/10/2011

Ã�ngeles Aguayo Madrid 28053 Spain 10/11/2011
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Rafael  RodrÃguez 
GarcÃa

GijÃ³n 33201 Spain 10/12/2011

alicia masia moreno l’horta 46200 Spain 10/13/2011

Graciela PatrÃ³n 
Mederos

LeÃ³n 24008 Spain 10/13/2011

Jose Villamarin Argentona 8310 Spain 10/13/2011

Martina Zalguizuri 
Blasquiz

Isaba 31417 
Navarra

31417 Spain 10/15/2011

Daniel Yokota 4116 Spain 10/31/2011

Mireya Estrada Madrid 28000 Spain 11/2/2011

Cristina Fuertes Madrid 28047 Spain 11/3/2011

GONZALEZ ANA GETAFE 28905 Spain 11/4/2011

Virginia Francisco Madrid 28008 Spain 11/4/2011

Day Break Stockholm 19000 Sweden 10/15/2011

Judith Abel Basel 48028 Switzerland 10/10/2011

Antoine Katz Lausanne 1006 Switzerland 10/11/2011

Cobra ACB Design Bern 3000 Switzerland 10/12/2011

Rimes Cheng Taipei 1 Taiwan 10/30/2011

Asia Pacific Forum 
on Women, Law and 
Development

Chiang Mai 50100 Thailand 10/10/2011

Impect Association Chiang Mai 50210 Thailand 10/11/2011

Shimreichon  Luithui Chiang Mai 50210 Thailand 10/11/2011

Nalini Prakalathanan Chiang Mai 50100 Thailand 10/11/2011

oscar arango chiang mai 50100 Thailand 10/11/2011

Asia Indigenous Peoples 
Pact

Chiang Mai 50210 Thailand 10/31/2011

Kornnatt Surapat Bangkok 10260 Thailand 11/1/2011
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Wiwat Tamee Chiang Mai 50200 Thailand 11/2/2011

Nalini Prakalathanan Chiang Mai 50100 Thailand 11/2/2011

Nang Kham Chiang Mai 50205 Thailand 11/2/2011

Muay Noom Hom Chiang Mai 66 Thailand 11/3/2011

Chupinit Kesmanee Bangkok 10800 Thailand 11/4/2011

Cecil Paul San Juan WI Trinidad 
and Tobago

10/12/2011

Sabine Yenen Istanbul 34710 Turkey 10/22/2011

Deborah Shillam Keighley BD22 United 
Kingdom

10/10/2011

sheila tilan london nw6 7jn United 
Kingdom

10/11/2011

Roger Monk London SW16 6RH United 
Kingdom

10/12/2011

brenda collins london ub8 3tj United 
Kingdom

10/12/2011

Andrew Barnes Tewkesbury GL20 8BJ United 
Kingdom

10/12/2011

ragon RUSSELL UCKFIELD tn225th United 
Kingdom

10/12/2011

Donna Hamilton Great 
Yarmouth

NR30 4AE United 
Kingdom

10/12/2011

r manek london ha5 4dg United 
Kingdom

10/13/2011

Nina George Lancaster LA1 5ND United 
Kingdom

10/14/2011

Julia Perry Birmingham B13 0TQ United 
Kingdom

10/14/2011

Samantha Bristoe Carlisle CA23 3BE United 
Kingdom

10/17/2011
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Anne Evans Churchstoke SY15 6DX United 
Kingdom

10/25/2011

Kim Brewster Glasgow G11 7QX United 
Kingdom

10/30/2011

Center for Women’s 
Global Leadership 
(CWGL)

New Bruns-
wick

NJ 08901-
8555

United 
States

10/12/2011

Sy Nashiro Honolulu HI 96815-
4161

United 
States

10/10/2011

Jon Spinac New York NY 10010 United 
States

10/10/2011

Cynthia Brower chicago IL 60645 United 
States

10/10/2011

Gregory  Nielsen Mesa AZ 85209-
3604

United 
States

10/10/2011

Michael Copping Clearwater FL 33763 United 
States

10/10/2011

Dawn Edwards chicago IL 60645 United 
States

10/10/2011

kristen davies Chicago IL 60645 United 
States

10/10/2011

Ruth Johnston Marion IL 62631 United 
States

10/10/2011

Michele Mercer Casa Grande AZ 85122 United 
States

10/10/2011

Thomas  Chadwick Gastonia NC 28056 United 
States

10/10/2011

Yasiu Kruszynski Chicago IL 60613-
0011

United 
States

10/10/2011

Mark Noble Los Angeles CA 90003 United 
States

10/11/2011
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Jay Thomas Miami FL 33101 United 
States

10/11/2011

Patrizia  Scally Houston TX 77077 United 
States

10/11/2011

Lisa Neste High Pt. NC 27265 United 
States

10/11/2011

John Nathan Contrea Boulder CO 28059 United 
States

10/11/2011

John Richard Young Norristown PA 19401-
1531

United 
States

10/11/2011

Carla Leonette Aurora TX 60548 United 
States

10/11/2011

Beth McHenry Easton PA 18042 United 
States

10/11/2011

Lilian Williams Bethesda MD 20851 United 
States

10/11/2011

Jennifer Bahmgartner New Haven CT 24607 United 
States

10/11/2011

Ann Reed Quincy IL 62301 United 
States

10/12/2011

Tyler Hahn Fayetteville NC 28306 United 
States

10/12/2011

J.L.  Sisk Mooresville IN 46158 United 
States

10/12/2011

carlee trent springfield OH 45505 United 
States

10/12/2011

Anthony Capobianco Bethel Park PA 15102 United 
States

10/12/2011

wcks Jaon Pinnacle NC 27043 United 
States

10/12/2011

Jeanne  Curtis Goshen CT 6756 United 
States

10/12/2011
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Linda Alvarez Albuquerque NM 60645 United 
States

10/12/2011

Magdelena Soreno Jamestown NY 28054 United 
States

10/12/2011

Cortney Marie Phoenix AZ 28054 United 
States

10/13/2011

Paul  Egan Framingham MA 1702 United 
States

10/13/2011

Marc Andreas El Paso TX 28047 United 
States

10/13/2011

Maria Eugenia Davila 
Purcell

Ponce PR 717 United 
States

10/14/2011

Elisabeth Kelly Washington DC 20016 United 
States

10/15/2011

Julija Merljak Neptune NJ 7753 United 
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On 11 October 2011, six leading members of Li-
nundigan, an indigenous peoples organisation op-
erating in the Philippine province of Agusan del Sur, 
went into hiding as they were facing imminent risks 
of being targeted by paramilitary forces.

Further Information

The organisation’s Director and his nephew were 
killed in an attack by a paramilitary group on 30 
June 2011. Linundigan is an organisation that works 
to promote the rights of indigenous peoples, self-
determination and indigenous culture, through edu-
cation, event organising, networking and lobbying. 
It operates in the villages of Sinakongan, Agsabo, 
Kinamaybay, Bakingking, Maasin and San jose, 
which are located in the municipality of Esperanza 
in the province of Agusan del Sur.

The human rights defenders’ decision to go into hid-
ing derives from the attack and killing of Mr Arpe 
Belayong, Linundigan Director and his nephew, Mr 
Solte San-ogan, perpetrated on 30 June 2011 by 
Salakawan, a paramilitary group operating in the 
area. Mr Belayong’s children, Michelle Belayong 

Philippines: Six human rights defenders go into 
hiding in relation to the murder of Linundigan 

Director and his nephew

Urgent Alert by Front Line Defenders

Annex 1
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(aged 14) and Adeb Belayong (aged 4) were also 
injured in the attack. The paramilitary still remains 
within the community and has created fear among 
the community members. Ms Maysee Belayong, the 
widow of Arpe Belayong, and her children have 
found assistance and sanctuary in the low land. 
The two children are being treated for their bullet 
wounds.

The six leading members of Linundigan now fear for 
their own safety. In the last week of August 2011, 
about 23 individuals from the area, including the 
human rights defenders’ families, had already gone 
into hiding for the same reason.

Front Line believes that the attacks, threats and 
harassment against Linundigan members and their 
families by the Salakawan paramilitary group are 
related to their legitimate work in the defence of com-
munity and ancestral land rights, and their opposi-
tion to government-supported logging and mining 
operations in the area.

Front Line is also concerned that Linundigan has 
been targeted by the Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines (AFP) and other paramilitary groups. In 2003, 
the military operation by the AFP and Salakawan 
forced around 60 families to evacuate. In 2009, Mr 
Datu Mampaagi Belavong, an elder member of the 
community and the Founding Chairman of Linundi-
gan was murdered by the Task Force Gantangan, 
another paramilitary group operating in the area.
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Mindanao IPs mourn death of “Fr. Pops”, missionary 
to the Lumads; Hold Aquino accountable

It is a great tragedy and irony that during the in-
digenous peoples month of October, a great ad-

vocate of the Lumads has been ruthlessly shot and killed.

 Fr. Fausto Tentorio, PIME, Italian priest and missionary 
to the lumad tribes of Arakan Valley, died of multiple 
gunshot wounds this morning, October 17, as he was 
preparing to go to a clergy meeting in Kidapawan City. 
Initial reports of his death said the assailant is a helmet-
wearing, motorcycle-riding gunman, typical of the mili-
tary death squads that tainted the Arroyo regime.

Kusog sa Katawhang Lumad (KALUMARAN) holds re-
sponsible the Oplan Bayanihan of President Aquino 
as the motivating force behind Fr. Tentorio’s death. Fr. 
Pops, as he was fondly called, had criticized the military 
for its operations in the community he embraced, and 
pronounced the “peace and development” programs 
in Arakan Valley as contrary to the aspirations of the 
people.

 Fr. Pops worked with local indigenous peoples organ-
izations to build a school for Lumad youth in Arakan 
Valley and develop the local economy through sustain-
able agriculture. Tinananon-Kulamanon Lumadnong Pa-
naghiusa (TIKULPA), a local organization which he and 

Monday, 17 October 2011 14:12
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his staff have supported through capacity building pro-
grams, has stood firm against agri-business plantations 
and other corporate business interests in the area.

His work has brought ire among local tribal dealers and 
government officials who want to reap profits from the 
ancestral domain of the Manobo and other tribes in the 
area. In 2003, Fr. Pops was hunted down by Bagani 
paramilitaries in Kitaotao, Bukidnon, but he was shielded 
by the community and the threat was deterred.

The death of Fr. Pops is a continuation of the reign of 
terror in Lumad communities that began under the Mar-
cos regime and has persisted through subsequent presi-
dencies. Like his mother, Noynoy Aquino is pursuing a 
low-intensity conflict strategy against those individuals 
and communities that work for alternative, community-
centered forms of development preventing the entrance 
of foreign capital and big business in ancestral domain 
areas and rural communities.

Fr. Pops death was preceded this year by the deaths of 
Lumad Higaonon leader Datu Lapugotan and his neph-
ew Solte San-ogan in Esperanza, Agusan del Sur, as well 
as the deaths of Jimmy Arion, Nicomedes de la Peña, 
Sr., Nicomedes de la Peña, Jr., and Ruben Gatong in 
San Fernando, Bukidnon. Lumad paramilitary groups 
formed and supported by the Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines are responsible for their deaths.

KALUMARAN condemns the killing of Fr. Fausto Tentorio 
and holds the Aquino regime accountable for this crime. 
The reign of impunity must come to an end!
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Madagway Babaeyon condemns the government’s 
move of institutionalizing paramilitaries

The Philippine President’s approval of the Philip-
pine Army’s proposal to have private compa-
nies fund military-organized militias will only 

increase the culture of violence in the already war-torn 
Lumad (Indigenous Peoples) communities in Mindanao.

 “This is an insult to us who have been demanding for 
justice for years,” said Bae Adelfa Belayong, chairper-
son of Madagway and the widow of Datu Mampaagi, 
a victim of paramilitaries in 2009. Datu Mampaagi 
was gunned down by members of the Special Civilian 
Armed Forces Geographic Unit

Active Auxiliary and the Bungkatol Liberation Front af-
ter he vocally opposed the entry of mining in the Hi-
gaonon ancestral domain in Agusan del Sur.

“Arming more civilians – more Lumads – would only 
worsen the arrogance of companies to trample our 
rights,” Bae Adelfa said. “What the government should 
do is look into these operations on the ground. Why 
is there so much violence? Instead of pushing their 
gunpowdered ideas on our already wrecked ancestral 
domains, they should look if these companies are re-
ally welcomed in the first place. What they see is the 
money that’s coming in – money tainted with our blood, 
money that is not enough to pay for the lives of our slain 

Sunday, 16 October 2011 12:25
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tribal leaders who have fought for our rights to our own 
lands.”

“They have bribed many of our brothers and sisters with 
their promise of wealth. And this is the worst impact of 
these mining operations. We, who have been one in 
culture and traditions for centuries, are now divided. 
One group standing for our lands, the other for money 
and power, willing to kill their own kin.”

Just in June this year, another Lumad leader against min-
ing and logging was killed in Esperanza, Agusan del 
Sur. Datu Lapugotan and his nephew Solte San-ogan 
died on the spot after their house was strafed by mem-
bers of the paramilitary group, Salakawan.

The organization also opposes the lifting of the mining 
permit moratorium which will only increase the aggres-
siveness of the government in clearing the communities 
which oppose these extractive industries.

Contact Person:

Bae Adelfa Belayong
Chairperson, Madagway Babaeyon
+63 88 851 5213; madagway@gmail.com
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About Madagway Babaeyon

Madagway Babaeyon is a regional indigenous wom-
en’s alliance in Northern Mindanao, Philippines with 
member organizations from 7 ethnic groups of Mindan-
ao Lumads (indigenous peoples)--Higaonon, Manobo, 
Talaandig, Tigwahanon, Umayamnon, Banwaon and 
Matigsalog.

Madagway Babaeyon works for the empowerment of 
Lumad women in their defense of their ancestral do-
mains against development aggressions that destroy 
their lands and consequently transgress against the 
very fabric of their culture which is primarily dependent 
on nature. It also pushes for the right to self-determina-
tion of the Lumads.

Madagway Babaeyon is also a member of the Interna-
tional Women’s Alliance.

Contact details:

Madagway Babaeyon
Room 02, Ethnic Groups Development Resource 

Center (EGDRC)
Ilocos St., Aluba Phase II, Macasandig

9000 Cagayan de Oro City, Philippines
Telephone: +63 (88) 851 5213
E-mail: madagway@gmail.com



About APWLD

APWLD is the region’s leading network of feminist 
organisations and women. Our 180 members rep-
resent groups of diverse women from 25 countries 
in the region. We have been active for nearly 25 
years. APWLD has consultative status with the Eco-
nomic and Social Council of the United Nations. We 
are an independent, non-government, non-profit or-
ganisation.

APWLD empowers women in the region to use law as 
an instrument of change for equality, justice, peace 
and development. APWLD uses research, training, 
advocacy and activism to claim and strengthen 
women’s human rights as enshrined in UN interna-
tional human rights instruments.

Contact details:

Asia Pacific Forum on Women, Law and
Development (APWLD) 
189/3 Changklan Road, A. Muang Chiangmai 
50100 Thailand
Ph: (66) 53 284527 Fax: (66) 53 280847
E: apwld@apwld.org W: www.apwld.org




