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Wa Region at a Glance
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According to surveys conducted by UNODC,
food insecurity has been the main reason for
farmers to grow poppy. A significant number
of households were reported to suffer from
rice deficits. Estimates suggest that 55% of
surveyed households in the Wa Region
reported a rice deficit of up to 3 months, while
45% had a rice deficit of 3 to 12 months. Until
the opium ban was enforced by the Wa
authorities on 26 June 2005, 74% of villages
grew opium poppy for a living.

55% of households in the
Wa Region reported a rice
deficit of up to 3 months

Incentives associated with growing opium
poppy make it difficult for farmers to
substitute it for other crops. Opium poppy
has a stronger resistance to local diseases;
it needs less tending after cultivation and
requires little post-harvest care. Growing
opium poppy is a quick fix for farmers as its
unit price has been traditionally high and
the market price is stable. In addition,
opium poppy does not require transport to
the market as buyers come to the village to
settle the transaction prior to the harvest.
Yet, farmers who grow poppy are poorer
than non-opium growing ones, as they have
a less diverse economy, fewer skills, and are
more at risk of drug addiction.



rDra’g Addiction in the Wa Region

In Shan State, the Wa region has the sec-

ond highest addiction rate after Eastern

Shan State. According to targeted surveys
conducted by UNODC, the number of

male drug addicts is far higher than that of "
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The lack of primary health care is the key
reason for drug addiction in the Wa &
Region. More than half of the surveyed J
drug addicts reported to have started using
opium for medicinal purposes, to alleviate
pain, coughing and diarrhoea. However,
this self-prescription of opium often leads to
addiction, further deteriorates health, and \
.bdecreases household productivity. !
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Yong Ran village, Wein Kao district



The Consequences of Drug Addiction

o Decreased Household Productivity

Drug addiction significantly reduces the pro-
ductivity of both the addicts and their households.
They become less productive, often spending
more time consuming drugs than working. The
problem becomes increasingly severe as most of
the addicts are male and head of household.
Women and children in the family must work
strenuously in lieu of the drug addict in an at-
tempt to offset the loss of income that de-
rives from low productivity. Opium smoking re-
quires a ‘minder’ to assist the addict before and
during the process of consumption. Asa re-

sult, family members are burdened with  extra

chores andthe household productivity is fur-
ther reduced.

¢ Increased Health Risks

Drug addiction can also lead to other health-
related problems. Drug addicts, especially In-
travenous Drug Users (IDUs), are more likely to
contract highly infectious diseases such as HIV/
AIDS and hepatitis through the use of
contaminated injecting equipment and unsafe
injecting practices. Although the percentage of
IDUs is relatively low in the Wa Region, lack of
awareness about the transmission and preven-
tion of various diseases can lead to their
spread among the general public.

e The Impact on Family

Family members are also more prone
to domestic violence. Children may be
forced to drop out of school and start
working when families cannot secure
subsistence food. Some children may
take the role as 'minders,” thus running
the risk of themselves becoming addicts.
In some cases, children have lost their
parents to the scourge of drugs and are
sent to orphanages.




UNODC Drug Demand Reduction Programme

The high rate and impact of drug addiction
have led UNODC to impl t drug de-
mand reduction activities 'nftﬂll\zg Wa Re-
gion. The UNODC @ Demand Re-
duction Programme (D started oper-
ating in the Wa R%Fon )'n 2000 with the ob-
jective of decreasing the number of ex-
isting and po%ezti [llicit drug addicts. Since
2004, a @ ination of two approaches -

reatment and  community-

centre-base
base\aehabilitation - is used to conduct Ex-addicts treated under UNODC DDR

D%

ctivities. Programme 2002-2003

The DDR programme helps drug addicts
detoxify with the aid of trained DDR as-
sistants at the centre. The programr&%ﬂso
includes capacity building of the local " popu-
lation by providing training to Vil Health
Volunteers (VHVSs). VHVs su@? follow-up
activities, such as monitoring and rehabilita-
tion of ex-addicts; Gcon/duct awareness
sessions on illicit d@ﬂsyﬂnd provide health
t

education and treat of common diseases
to both ex-ad 'céa

S

and the community.

DDR awareness raising activity

UNODC DDR Objective
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Types of Drug Use, Mong Kar and Mong
Pawk Townships, 2002-2003
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Male-Female Drug Addict Ratio, Mong Kar
and Mong Pawk Townships, 2002-2003
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Mode of Drug Consumption in Five
Townships in Mong Pawk and Wein Kao,
2004 - July 2006
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Types of Drug Use in Five Townships
in Mong Pawk and Wein Kao,
2004 - July 2006

89%




United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
(UNODC)

11(A) Malikha Road, Ward-7
Mayangone Township, Yangon, Myanmar
Tel: (+95 1) 666903/ 660556; Fax: (+95 1) 651334
Email: fo.myanmar@unodc.org



