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About Fisheries Action Coalition Team (FACT)

The Fisheries Action Coalition Team (FACT) is a coalition of local and
International NGOs, established in 2000, that focus on
environmental issues and in particular monitor the fisheries sector.
FACT works closely fishing dependent communities around Tonle
Sap, together with Cambodia’s coastal regions and Mekong
fisheries, supporting them in building their Community Base
Organizations (CBO) and networks so that they can advocate
effectively for themselves by issues that effect them. FACT also
advocates to decision makers to explore alternatives for fishing

communities in order to improve their livelihoods.

FACT’s goal is to ‘Promote sustainable management of fisheries
resources in Cambodia, aiming at improving food security for the

rural poor who depend on fisheries for their livelihoods, and to

empower local communities to improve access to fisheries through

building strong grassroots organizations’
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Workshop on Food Security of Fishing Communities in Cambodia and Global Financial Downturn

l. Introduction:

The “financial crisis hits food security”, warns FAO'. The economic downturn affects
Cambodia’s food security. According to CDRI (2008), “Cambodia has experienced a
sudden rise in inflation, especially of essential items. The prices of all varieties of rice,
the stable food crop, jumped by approximately 100% between May 2007 and May
2008. Meat prices increased by 50-70% while those of fish and vegetables became 20-
30% more expensive within the same period. This raised a vital concern because the
poorest 40% of the population spend 70% on food. Indeed, soaring food prices have
negatively affected all walks of life. However, the extent of the impact varies according
to the economic status of the people. The net food buyers tend to compare
unfavourably with the net food producers. The rural poor residing in poor areas are
facing the worst impact” (CDRI, 2008:2).

In the Tonle Sap, different fishing communities—floating community, stand-stilt
community, and farming-fishing communities—face different types of food insecurity.
The most affected communities are the floating and stand-stilt communities given the
fact that they entirely dependent on fishing as a primary occupation while the farming-
fishing communities depend on fishing as a secondary occupation. The decline in
household fish catch has increased the food insecurity for floating and stand-stilt
communities and many of them have found no alternatives (FACT, 2008). The decline
in household fish catch poses a major threat to the livelihoods of fishing communities
and to the fisheries. At the same time, the Tonle Sap, which is rich in fisheries and
natural resources, has the highest percentage of the poor living there, about 38
percent of the population in Tonle Sap live below the poverty line (ADB, 2005), but in
some communities in Tonle Sap Lake, the population living below the poverty line
increases to about 60-70 percent (ADB, 2005). Most of them are fishermen, living on
floating or stand-stilt houses in the Tonle Sap Lake, owning no farmland, but doing
fishing as a major source of living (FACT, & EJF, 001). Thus, food insecurity is a major
issue in fishing communities in the Tonle Sap as well as in the Mekong and coastal

communities.

! http://southasia.oneworld.net/todaysheadlines/financial-crisis-to-hit-food-security-warns-fao
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Il. Overview, aims and objectives of the National Workshop

The national workshop on “Food Security of Fishing Communities in
Cambodia and Global Financial Downturn” organized by Fisheries Action Coalition
Team (FACT) together with Fisheries Administration (FiA) in collaboration with NGO
partners which was held on August 25", 2009 at Cambodia-Japan Cooperation Center
(CJCC) in Phnom Penh.

The distinguished guest of honor was H.E Sam Nuov, Deputy Director of
Fisheries Administration (FiA), Mr. Sor Vorin, Deputy Director of the Local
Administration Department of the Ministry of Interior (Mol), and Mr. Mak Sithirith,
Executive Director of Fisheries Action Coalition Team (FACT).

The workshop participants were representative of the main stakeholder groups
from all 3 regions around Tonle Sap, Coastal, and Mekong, together with
organizations, donors, and government agencies. In total there were 130 participants
including 36 women.

The aim of the workshop was to provide space to facilitate dialogue between
stakeholders on the current status of fishing communities in Cambodia in particular
focus the food security and global financial downturn.

The main objectives of the workshop are:

1. Raise awareness about the increased food insecurity facing Cambodian
fishermen under the economic downturn

2. Promote a dialogue between Government, donors and civil society to address
the food insecurity facing Cambodian fishermen,

3. Identify priority recommended actions that can be undertaken by
government, civil society, and community actors to improve food security and
livelihoods of fishing communities.

4. Urge the Royal Government of Cambodian to provide social and public

services to support fishing communities in both inland and marine environments.

Dr. Meas Nee, Country Director of Village Focus International (VFI) and also
FACT board member, facilitated the Workshop.

Fisheries Action Coalition Team (FACT) 2
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lll. Description of the workshop

Before opening the speech Dr. Meas Nee,
workshop facilitator, welcomed and briefed us on
the global economic condition and how it
affected each country’s economy. Not only

Cambodia, the global economic crisis has been

impacted China. There are about 20 million {

people have been recently unemployed. Recently, Dr. Meas Nee, workshop:facilitator

China spent several million US dollars to solve

those problems as in America. The Royal Government of Cambodia (RGC) has taken
action on this problem as well. Today, we have a national workshop which with a
diversity of participants. Including fishers from FACT’s three regions (Tonle Sap Lake,
Coastal, and Mekong); representatives of key government agencies; local and
International NGOs, and other stakeholders involved in the fisheries sector. The
dialogue is on factors impacting the food security of fishers during this global financial

downturn.

i. Opening Speech:
Mr. Mak Sithirith, FACT Executive Director addressed a welcome to all
participants. On behalf of FACT and NGO partners, we are grateful to conduct this
particular workshop in collaboration with Fisheries Administration (FiA). This workshop
aims to promote a dialogue
between stakeholders and
bring out the concerns of
Cambodian fishing
households and their
communities, and to work
with stakeholders to seek the
doable solutions and provide
the RGC with

recommendations through a

The distinguished guest of honor far left, H.E Sam Nuov, Mr. Mak
joint statement of action. Sithirith, and Mr. Sor Vorin

Fisheries Action Coalition Team (FACT) 3
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There are several issues affecting Cambodian fishers. The floating village in the
Tonle Sap Lake is one of the most vulnerable groups. According to the FAO and CDRI
research, the fishers are more vulnerable than farmers and other groups in Cambodia.
This poor state is a combination of the continual fish declines due to many kinds of
illegal fishing activities; population increase and the overall poor fisheries governance
in Cambodia. Furthermore, the increased prices of fishing inputs have also strongly

threatened fishers’ livelihoods.

Mr. Sor Vorin, Deputy Director of the Local Administration Department of the
Ministry of Interior (Mol) spoke about the Local
Administration management project (Sangkat

and Commune), which was established by Mol

in 2007. This project aims at improving local
' governance by building Commune-Sangkat
councils to work with commune chiefs for

\ developing their local communes. He also

Mr. Sor Vorin, Mol representative

confirmed that the local people came to the

commune chief when they had a problem but
nowadays they turn to the Commune-Sangkat Council. The project linked peoples'
concerns and recommendations to the commune council in order to jointly develop
their local villages. Furthermore, we have been improving the commune councils'
capacity by providing training on local administration management and livelihoods.
Recently, we have also built up capacity at the district, provincial, and city council level.
The Councils have to ensure an accountability and transparency of their local
development projects. The Tonle Sap Sustainable Livelihood project (TSSL) funded by
ADB, has identified about 2000 projects at the local Commune-Sangkat level.

H.E Sam Nuov, Deputy Director of Fisheries Administration (FiA) thanked all
coming today. On behalf of H.E Nao Thuok, General Director of Fisheries
Administration (FiA) and FiA itself, he expressed his appreciation in attending the
national workshop. He also shared how food security is very important for all
Cambodians. If we talk about the food security, we talk about the rice and fish. We

have rice about 6.1 million tons and inland fish about 600.000 tons, the fish has

Fisheries Action Coalition Team (FACT) 4
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provided income into the national budget around 200 US dollars per years. Fish
provides 75% of protein differs from foreign countries that obtain calcium from milk.
In Cambodia actually, fish don’t spawning and hatch in flooded forest in Tonle Sap
Lake. They spawn/hatch at the Khon Falls on The Mekong because there are many
deep places for easy spawning and hatching. Then in the rainy season, the fish migrate
to Tonle Sap Lake. Eventually, the inland fish provided about 12% of GDP while the
agriculture sector was about 15% of GDP. He added the research showed that the
Cambodian people get about 80% of their protein from fish. The MRC (Mekong River
Commission) have also stated that the Cambodian people eat raw fish around 50.4kg
per person/year. Dry fish 9kg per person/year and smoked Fish at 7kg per

person/year, and fish sauce at 2kg per person/year.

However the global economic crisis has effected many countries in the world. Its
crisis effects Cambodian fishers and garment workers. So we all need to participate in
order to ensure sustainable living condition despite fish declines due to illegal fishing
and increase cost food and other necessities in Cambodia.

Given this, we have organized this workshop to respond to the current global
economic crisis that strongly affects fishers. We (FiA) are working with NGOs and
stakeholders to find the solutions in helping fishers to a better life and collaborating
with other government agencies in changing the fishermen's life in order to make sure

the utilization and management of sustainable fish.

Fisheries Action Coalition Team (FACT) 5
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ii. Presentation:
ii.1. The concern of fishers on fish decline dealing with their food security and
global economic crisis facilitated by Mr. Long Sochet, Chief of Coalition of
Cambodian Fishers (CCF)

Mr. Suy Keo, Raing Til village representative in Pursat province described his
family’s living condition. Because of fish decline, he can not catch enough fish to
support his family. The gear allowed by Fishery law is not suitable for catching enough
food for his family. "We are
living on the floating house;
we have no land to live.
Our livings on the lake are
not accepted by fishery law
because we have no rights
to live or settle on the

lake." His children do not

F R

go to school because there

e < |
is no one else to help him | '.i ‘ "!J M !\. (‘w ” l ' W(H} I{M"ﬁk

fish. Eve I'Yd ay he always Far left, Mr. Lim Ny, Mr. Suy Keo, Mr. Long Sochet, Ms. Duong Sarorn, Mr. Ry Phally

has to row his boat to the
fishing area about 5-6 Km away from his house because he doesn’t have enough
money to buy gasoline. Actually he catches 3-4 kg per day unlike the 7-10kg per day in
the past and earns about 10.000-12.000 Riel per day (2-3 US dollars). In addition, he is
indebt to local moneylenders in his village about 1000 US dollars. He can’t pay them
back, so his debt will be increasing because of he can only pay the interest. “We have
to sell fish we catch to moneylenders and the fish price is not identified by fishers,
sometime they (moneylenders) gave us big and sometime small amount according to

their decision”.

He would like to ask the government agencies, NGOs, and stakeholders to help
him and other fishers who are living on the water which have been strongly impacted

by the drastic fish declines especially during this global economic downturn.
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Mr. Lim Ny, Phat Sanday village representative in Kampong Thom province
expressed that his sole occupation is fishing. Sometimes he goes to pick vegetables in
the flooded forest area in order to sell for family income. Sometime he goes to work as
a fish worker. Even while attending this
workshop, he worries about the fishing at
his house. He never goes to the hospital
because it is very far away from his village
and he doesn’t have money to pay for the
boat trip. Because he is poor, his children
have stopped going school to help in
fishing. He would Ilike to ask the

government to help those fishers in Tonle

Mr. Lim Ny, from Phat Sanday village, Kg. Thom province

Sap Lake in particular fishers who live on

floating houses. He confidentially added that the fish catch in his village has been
declining. Some fish have completely disappeared. “Whether someone wants to see
what happens to fishermen in Tonle Sap Lake and wish to know fish is really decline |
can show what the impact of it”. He said that many years ago he catch around 5-7kg
per day by using only 20 meter of fishing net. Nowadays, he uses the same size but
catch less than 5 kg.

Ms. Duong Sarorn, Kuoy ethnic peoples in Tam Raer community village, Kratie
province. She said that in the past, her
community was a conservation area; there
have many deep holes for fish habitat. But
now she faces food shortages because of
declining fish  catch. She requests
government agencies to find solutions to

help fishermen. She added that the family

fishing scale is not suitable for the current

Ms. Duong Sarorn, ethnic group, Tam Raer village , Kratie

fisheries condition. “We have no job to do
except fishing”. She added.

Fisheries Action Coalition Team (FACT) 7
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Mr. Ry Phally, Srae Proat village
representative in Koh Kong province said
coastal fish production has been declined.
Before, we could catch 10 kg of crabs per
night but nowadays we can catch only 2-3
kg. "This is because of modern illegal
fishing committed by outsiders from

neighboring countries come to fish in our

fishing ground. Sometime they crashed our
Mr. Ry Phally, Srae Proat village Koh Kong province

small boats while we came to stop their

activities in our community area”. He asks government, NGOs, Donors and
stakeholders to help stop illegal fishing in the fishing area. Another problem is sand
dredging and eliminating the beach by land filling. He added that “because of my time
has still been so difficult like this so how difficult will it be for our children if we can

not prevent this problem today”.

Question:

Mr. Boun Narith, Licadho in Preah Sihanouk said that based on recent news, in 1
square meter of water in Mekong River,
there are 25 small fishes and as the
representative of FiA mentioned previously
that the fish provided about 200 US dollars
per year but according to fishers they
expressed their poor state because of fish

decline. So why is it contrast between both

respondents? What are the real causes of

Mr. Boun Narith, Licadho in Preah Sihanouk province

fish decline? Who is effect and making

decline of Cambodian fishery resources?

Recommendation: The fishers could not fish enough to support their daily need
so he suggested fishers who live on the floating village who depend on only fishing
request the government for land concessions in order for fishers to make a better

living outside of fishing

Fisheries Action Coalition Team (FACT) 8
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Answer:

Mr. Suy Keo responded that fishing is much better in the private fishing lot and
not in the community fishing ground. "Whenever we catch fish near by their private
fishing lot, they come to confiscate our boat and sometime they destroy our net. Most
of them, they uses large scale of modern illegal fishing gears to catch fish example the

“Uon or Uy” is a kind of long distance and small size net it catch all small and big fish. "

Mr. Long Sochet added that it causes from both private fishing lots who use
large scale, and small scale fishers that use illegal gears to catch fish in order to fill
their stomach because of the family fishing scale is not applicable during the current
fish decline. Anyways, he agrees the data of fish increasing from the government can
be accepted but most of these are small fish and the number of fishing gear/family
has also been increased.

Question:

Mr. Chan Sophal, President CEA asked, what is the impact if 100 out of 200
fishers leave fishing; Is this a good or bad situation? What is the impact if an additional
100 new fishers enter the fishery?

Answer:

On behalf of fishers, Mr. Long Sochet responded that fishers are not happy

when there are more fishers because the household fish catch has been declining. If

they had a land concession or other occupations they would not concern.

Dr. Meas Nee shared that for farmers they possess land for selling but if we talk
about fishers they have only their equipments and the fisheries law does not consider
that they have right to live in a house. Based on his experiences in the 3 regions—
Tonle Sap, Coastal, and Mekong region, he can see that the fishermen can not make
enough income to support their family. Both conservation and livelihoods are very
necessary for us to discuss today. However, how should we think about conservation
and peoples' livelihoods?

What do fishermen do during the fish decline and the global economic
downturn? What direct actions should government take to help fishers, particularity

through many development projects in Cambodia? We know that the participation of

Fisheries Action Coalition Team (FACT) 9
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people, NGOs, Development Partners and stakeholders is very important to guaranty

the accountability and transparency of any development process in Cambodia

ii.2. The finding of the NGOs on the Fishery in Cambodia facilitated by Mr. Nhek
Sarin, Program Manager (PM), Forum Syd Regional Office, Southeast Asia,

Cambodia

Beforehand, Mr. Nhek Sarin expressed

deeply fisher’s feeling in previous session by

fishers concerned about their fishing and

issues facing their daily life. “We are rarely to

see man crying, but it is because of several

serious difficulties surround them in particular
} the floating house living on the lack’. He

- s added.

Mr. Nhek Sarin, Program Manager of Forum Syd

» Impact and concern of fishers on the current fisheries condition and Global

economic crisis

Ms. Chhom Theavy, FACT’s Communication and Research officer presented her

research findings on impact and concern of fishers during the current fishing decline

and its impacts on food security under the
global economic downturn. Before starting, she
confirmed that there is no current study on the
impact on Cambodia fisheries, so we conducted
this research in order to find out the current
situation facing fishers during global crisis. The
global economic downturn has been effected
many sectors of the Cambodian economy
including the garment, tourist, agriculture, and

the Cambodian real estate sectors.

Ms. Chhom Theavy, Communication and Research
officer of FACT

The research site was conducted in Phat Sanday commune, Kampong Thom

province, interviewed 65 fisher families living on the floating village. We used two of

Fisheries Action Coalition Team (FACT)
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methodology to interview with people; individual and group discussion. The results are

below;

Map of Phat
2 = Sanday

Fishing community area e 2 — community
in Phat Sanday 3

fishing,
located Phat
Sanday
commune,
Kampong
Svay district,
Kampong
Thom
province

I T N
m N
1

.
WV e T

R,
L

1-The fishing ground in Phat Sanday commune is too small for local fishers

catch fish. It is located between the private fishing lot numbers 1 and number 2.

2-The quality life of fishers depends on fish and their livelihoods change
according to the fishing season. With more fish, their quality life is obviously better. If
not, they face food shortages.

3-It has no cost-benefit balance with a catch of 3kg-5kg per day. The daily

expenditures focus on rice and gasoline are greater than incomes.

Fisheries Action Coalition Team (FACT) 11
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4-95% of fishers are indebt. They have to sell their fish to their moneylenders for
lower than market prices. This can be anywhere from between 100-1400 Riels based

on the type of fish.

Research recommendation:

1-The government agencies (FiA) should reconsider on community fishing
ground in Phat Sanday community to suit fishing.

2-All development projects should have to pay more attention to those villages
that have not listed yet by the authority.

3-The government should reconsider the current condition of legal fishing gears
and the Prakas of small-scale fishing, which is not applicable.
Appendix: (Detailed please find the appendix 3)

» Impact of the global economic downturn on Cambodia’s communities

Mr. Chan Sophal, President of Cambodian Economic Association (CEA) presented
his research findings on the impact of the global economic downturn on Cambodia’s
communities which the research was just |
conducted in July, 2009. It covered 15
communities, interviewing 1,070 households. His
research focuses on many difference communities
who depend on natural resources including the
fishing communities in Tonle Sap Lake. He
selected Kampong Preah village, and Chhnok Tru
commune in Kampong Chhnang province as an
example. This research finds out difficulties faced

over the past 6 months. He expressed 3 main

issues has been facing communities. Mr. Chan Sophal, President of CEA

1-Sickness/health expenses
2-Decreased income/ unemployment
3-Lack of money to pay debts
Amongst those communities, he found that the fishing communities need rice
more than any other communities. They need rice 2.2kg per day/family. There were

23 percent of fishing communities had insufficient rice to eat. This was 12% higher

Fisheries Action Coalition Team (FACT) 12
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than other communities. Furthermore, his research found that 91 percent of fishers
were more indebt than other communities. He added that these data on fisher indebt
is similar to the FACT findings that mentioned about 95 percent of fishers are indebt.
Except the poorest rural people, the average amounts of a loan for fishing were rather
lower than other types of communities. Loan sources come from Cambodian micro-
finance institution as such as ACLEDA, PRASAK. However FACT’s findings showed that
fishers were more indebt to local moneylenders. The first priority of a fishers’ loan is
for fishing gear; 79 percent, and 53 percent for food expenditure. The loan has been
increased much since the past 6 months in 2009 (Jan-Jul) to 70 percent compare with
21 percent of the last 6 months in 2008 (Jul-Dec, 2008).

Appendix: (Detailed please find the appendix 4)

» Strengthening resilience of small-scale fisheries and livelihoods

Mr. Mam Kosal, Research Analyst, World Fish Center shared about finding
solutions to address the challenges of
poverty reduction and strengthening
resilience in fishing communities. Thus, we
need to look at first; current strengths and
assets; and second, hopes for the future
and in a broader context. He started by
giving a short presentation on how the
capacity of communities is used to adapt

changes in the current condition. Three

Mr. Mam Kosal, World Fish Center, Research Analyst

elements need to be addressed;

1-Strengthen Rights
2-Improve Governance

3-Protect the commons

He added that not only focusing on the fishery, but focus on direct and indirect
factors affecting access to natural resources. The community itself should be
supported to design and conduct research on their issues, thus avoiding dependence
on the solution of others.

Appendix: (Detailed please find the appendix 5)
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» Engagement of NGOs In response to the Global Economic Downturn
in Cambodia
Mr. Chea Kimsong, Development Issues Program Coordinator of The NGO Forum
on Cambodia said the impact of the global economic downturn in Cambodia;
O Garment: decrease export, factories
closed, cut-off operation
O Construction: decrease investment
O Tourism: decrease number of tourists
O Agriculture: decrease export and price

= Increasing unemployment causes decrease

in income. Food security and poverty,

Mr. Chea Kimsong, Development Issues Program
specifically on poor and vulnerable groups. Coordinator of NGO Forum on Cambodia

He also added that NGOs should respond to the global economic downturn by
creating opportunities for effected groups, including garment workers, and their
dependent families; small farmers and fishers, and raise their concerns and challenges
of the negative impacts of the global economic downturn in Cambodia to the Royal
Government of Cambodia and its development partners. He continued that the
government provided $1.5 million USD to support building capacity for unemployed
workers but it was insufficient. He also said to reconsider the fishery law as it applies
to helping fishers condition. In the end of this year, the government will organize the
Government-Development Partners Coordination Committee (GDCC) in response to
donors. And this is an important space for us (NGOs/Civil Society) to put fishery issues
into the statement in order for government and its development partners to take more

action.

Appendix: (Detailed please find the appendix 6)

Question
Mr. Man Sophat, Student of Royal University of Economic and law asked to Mr.
Chan Sophal to share on how to reduce fishers’ debt? Because of his (Chan Sophal)

research found that the fisher was indebt about 91 percent.

Fisheries Action Coalition Team (FACT) 14
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Answer:

He said that it is a difficult question for him to answer this question, he thinks
that;

1- The fishers should have to catch more fish. Fish increasing, we need to have
maintaining more conservation areas

2- Migrate to other places for working but it depends on the internal work
movement and enough employment for the Cambodian people. If yes, the fishers can

migrate from the Tonle Sap Lake, thus reducing their reliance on fishing.

ii.3. The Royal government’s responses to fishermen food security and global
economic crisis facilitated by Mr. Chhith Sam Ath, Executive Director of the
NGO Forum on Cambodia

Mr. Chhith Sam Ath was pleased to share about the term Food Security by

focusing on the diet that supports our life. He

spoke about Cambodia's Millennium
Development Goals that the government
always prepares every 5 years. It is a chance
for NGOs, Civil Society and fishers to request
a change the fishery law that it is not suitable

for the current fishery condition.

Mr. Chhith Sam Ath, Executive Director of NGO Forum on
Cambodia

* Mechanism in coordinating the co-operation financing
Mr. Im Suor, NGO Department chief of the Council for the Development of
Cambodia (CDC) presented the coordination mechanism of the co-operation financing
by raising key points of view as such as;
1-History of co-operation financing
* 1979-1992 Co-operation financing for urgent emergency
* Since 1992, its financing has been become for the rehabilitation and

development sectors.

Fisheries Action Coalition Team (FACT) 15
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* Nowadays, we have been achieving a rectangular strategy 2006-2010-
2013 and the Cambodia Millennium Development Goal.
2-Mechanizm in coordinating the co-operation financing
3-Roles of the governments’ ministries and intuitions

4-Observations; Progress, Problems faced and priority activities

Appendix: (Detailed please find the appendix 7)
Question:

Mr. Om Meng, Phat Sanday community fishing representative, Kampong Thom
province asked that, he heard so much of aid supporting to fisheries in Cambodia but

actually his fishing community has never seen anything. Where is the money gone?

Answer:

Mr. Im Suor responded that because of years ago, this aid was disbursed
ineffectively. So we decided to change by dividing into sectors, it had been rather
effective than before. But for the fishing community’s aid, it should be addressed by
NGOs because that aid is directed through NGOs themselves.

» The strategy of the Fisheries Administration (FiA) on Cambodian fisheries
and livelihoods
Mr. Ly Vuthy, Deputy Chief of Fishing Community Development Department of
Fisheries Administration (FiA) presented on how the management, Conservation and
development of fisheries resources can
be sustainable in order to ensure food
security, improve fishers livelihoods and
to increase national social economic. He
added that the FiA has set up the 10
years strategic plan 2009-2018 to
improve fisher livelihoods by increasing
social well-being as a direct priority of

FiA strategy. This includes improving

fisher livelihoods to be above the

Mr. Ly Vuthy, deputy chief of fishing community development
department, FiA

national average of income, and
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improving the sustainable use of fisheries resources. The 10 years strategic framework
is still in progress and when out will include roles for all development partners,
research institutes, and private sector/business partnerships. The fishing community
development programme ensures the improvement in fishers lives including social
economic conditions, infrastructure, health and sanitation, the strong focus on the
food, water, shelter, clothes, medicine other services is the key point of the
programme. The fishing community development programme promote local fishers as
owners of their surrounding natural resources, and that outside agencies are only the
organizers. It is required to have community participation because it focuses on
community empowerment. The livelihood of fishers is positively changed when fishers
have the possibility to solve their own problems and by ensuring the current resources

are available for the next generation.

“Livelihoods are
more than money; it is

about capacity,

composed of abilities

Gd "eseunces \whick

View of participants in the National Workshop on Food Security of Fishing Community
on August 25t, 2009

Other business opportunities can be developed such as aquaculture. We need to
now "feed the fish" as opposed to tradition where the "fish feed us". Catfish farming
has a high potential as they grow fast. Other opportunities include mushroom farming;
organic vegetable production; compost/fertilizers and different forms of animal
husbandry. The FiA has set up the 4 pillars strategic framework for management and
development on fishery sector in Cambodia;

1- Policy and fishery law

2- Institutional and stakeholder linkage

3- Strengthening/Empower the fishing community
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4- Resources

Mr. Ly Vuthy mentioned how the different needs facing the fisheries sector from
conservation, to corruption and illegal fishing to land filling in the coastal zone, all of
these will require a cross-sectoral approach, which is lacking in Cambodia. He also
mentioned that a very important task will be to develop ways to link fishing
communities to the government policy process. Mr. Ly Vuthy has worked as a partner
with  CBNRMLI (The Learning Institute) in developing more integrated learning
processes for communities. Some of the issues for which community involvement is
very important concern deep pool conservation (sub-decree) in the Mekong and other
protected areas management strategies.

Appendix: (Detailed please find the appendix 8)

From left, Mr. Om Chhim, Ms. Nguon Sophanny, Mr. Sim Sopanha

Question:

Mr. Om Chhim, Kampong Phluk fishing community representative and Coalition of
Cambodian Fishers (CCF) member asked why fishing community people are not
allowed to crack down on illegal fishing activities.

Answer:

Mr. Ly Vuthy, FiA representative responded for this question we have discussed
many years. The fishing community people can participate in watching and reporting
to the officials about illegal activities but they cannot crack down the illegal fishing
activities. He added that FiA helps because fishers do not have any equipment to
protect themselves against possible violence.

Question
Ms. Nguon Sophanny, Executive Director of KAFDOC in Kratie province said that

according to H.E Sam Nuov, we should expect positive things about the fisheries
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resources but while in the fishermen session, the reality of a fishing life is very sad for
us. It shows that difference of opinion and perspectives between the government and
the reality of everyday life of the Cambodian fisher. She asked about the process of
setting up a conservation area and how to achieve a balance between conservation and
development.
Answer

Mr. Ly Vuthy confirmed that he has skill on fishing community development but
he can share a little bit on the legal related to term of fisheries conservation. In FiA, we
have a department of conservation that has identified many places for making
conservation, example many deep pole places in Upper Mekong. Recently, we have
been consulting on the legal aspects of those conservation areas and we hope to
implement soon. Another one we are working on is the Prakas on the use of Family
scale fishing gear. The FiA are trying to make both balance between conservation and
development.
Question

Ms. Nget Soseng, Licadho in Kampot mentioned the land filling in fishing
community in Kampot province. Furthermore, they have MoU to support its activity.
What does FiA think?
Answer

Mr. Ly Vuthy said that the land filling on beach is relevant to many stakeholders
so he cannot respond because it is inter-sectors and it is not responsibility because it
comes from the upper levels of the RGC. He confirmed that the FiA never agrees that
land filling has no impact to water resources. The case is not approved by FiA itself but
instead of divers committee consist of MoE so on.
Question

Mr. Sim Sopanha, Chronok fishing community, Kampong Chhnang province and
Coalition of Cambodian Fishers (CCF) members asked, can it be possible to change the
Prakas of family fishing scale because of current fish declines?
Answer

Mr. Ly Vuthy said shortly that he have never seen any fishing communities use
legal fishing gears. “Sometimes we close our eyes and sometime we open them because
of fishers can not catch enough to make a living”. It is for real. Not only the Potsar

Champei fishing community federation, but also most of fishing communities do not
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use legal fishing gears. He added that if the fishery law is widely changed, what are the
specifications to ensure the conservation perspective of fishers. “The fish will be

completely lost if we widely allow them to catch”. Mr. Ly Vuthy said.

= Experiment of the cooperation to crack down illegal fishing activities in the
Potsar Champei fishing community federation in Takeo province
Mr. Ou Sothea said the Potsar Champei fishing community federation was
established on June 18, 2008. It was organized by the Fisheries Administration (FiA)
located in 2,412 hectares including 2 communes, Pot Sar and Champei commune,
Bahti district, Takeo province. Its fishing
community federation was supported by
many projects of UNDP, MRC, and IDRC. The
illegal fishing problem exists in his
community federation includes electro-cut
fishing gear, and illegal small size nets.

lllegal fishing activities are committed by

insiders about 35%, and by outsiders about

Co. .. Mr. Ou Sothea, Community representatives of Potsar
65%. Our activities have been participated by (A SRR S S

stakeholders and include activities such as;

capacity building on violation, dissemination on fishery law to each village, list of who
uses illegal electro-cut fishing gear, confiscation of illegal gear, cooperation with
authorities to patrol and crack down on illegal fishing activities. As result, 85 electro-
cut fishing gears include 2 boats inside community and another 50 electro-cut fishing
gears includes 3 boats in Kraing Yov commune (outside) were confiscated. Eight

thousand meters of illegal small-mesh sized net was destroyed.

He added that the illegal fishing activities now have remarkably decreased. “The
fish have been increasing. The local people have been acknowledged about the results
of our activities. The engagement of government agencies, NGOs, and stakeholders is
necessary for community development. The support of both money and technical
assistance by government, NGOs, and stakeholders is definitely needed.

Appendix: (Detailed please find the appendix 9)
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Question:

Ms. Nhean Phuong Maly, Executive Director of Rachna Satrey organization based
in Siem Reap asked how its community federation was establish, did the initiative come
from local fishers or relevant stakeholder?

Answer:

Mr. Ou Sothea said that its initiative came from the local people because they
noticed that the local resources had declined and because both fishing communities
are close by. So we brought the letter with thumb prints to ask the FiA for establishing

it community federation in order to make it easy to control on the ground.

= Presentation on the Tonle Sap Sustainable Livelihood project (TSSLP)

Mr. Long Visith, Ministry of Interior (Mol) representative presented about the
TSSL project, which was implemented by Mol. Its project was studied and documents
compiled since 2005. But it receives the grant from the ADB effectively on March 09,
2006. There are 4 years of its project implementation period. The start was on June
19, 2006 and will be finished on June 30, 2010. The objectives of this project are to
improve the livelihoods of Tonle Sap fishers by developing their local community and
managing  natural resources in a
sustainable way. The total amount of this
project is $20.3 million US of which $15
million is from the ADB, $4,5 million US
from Finland, and $0,6 million US from
Cambodia. It focuses on the 5 Tonle Sap
provinces—Siem Reap, Battambang, Pursat,

Kampong Chhnang, and Kampong Thom.

There are about 37 fishing communities
identified as targets of development. The Xir- LongVigith- ol in charze ot SSL nrojegt

TSSL  project was divided into 3

components;
1- Component 1 ($18.2 million): Support commune development initiated by

community people through establishing the community livelihood fund.
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2- Component 2 ($0.8 million): Core area conservation.

3- Component 3 ($1.3 million): Build capacity on skills and understanding of

sustainable livelihoods.

Component 1 is important. It is to provide more financial aid to target commune

council for supporting the development of priority projects initiated by the community

identified in the Commune Investment Plan (CIP). The community livelihood fund has
totally about $11.38 million US dollars for the 2 year period (2008-2009). It is

implemented by Mol. The organizational structure of project implementation has 1-)

National level—Mol implementation team, 2-) Provincial level—Community livelihood

facilitator team, 3-) Commune Level—Commune facilitator. Furthermore, the Inter and

National council team based in Mol and each province will be apart to assist this

project also. There are 3 main sub-project in the TSSL project as such as; a-) Social

Infrastructure project, b-) Income increasing project, c-) Support fishing community

project.
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Map of target communities of Tonle Sap Sustainable Livelihood Project (TSSL)

Mr. Long Visith mentioned $20 million/4 years of RGC support to fishing

communities with one of the most difficult challenges being how to deal with offenders

from outside the community. Learning about the fishing community before any

Fisheries Action Coalition Team (FACT)
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project starts is important in developing an informed fishing community. So, Mol work
with the FiA to get assistance in setting up a fishing community requires cooperation
at and across all levels; including local/CBO, village/commune council authorities.
Fishers must work with the Commune Council and the local police to crackdown on
illegal fishing, as the locals do not have the powers to make arrests. The commune
council level is the lowest level for enforcement, so NGO partners maybe needed here
to develop the capacity to set up policing patrols.

He would like to take this opportunity to inform all of NGOs, and stakeholders
to make bids on the project from Mol for fishing community development. Actually the
community people cannot bid; the NGOs that have experience about biding can
participate to biding the event.

Appendix: (Detailed please find the appendix 10)
Question:

Ms. Nhean Phuong Maly, Rachna Satrey Executive Director asked, because of
NGOs work for non-profit so how can we participate biding the project?

Answer:

Mr. Long Visith said that this is the 5" time for him to hear this question on how
they can bid because of they are non-profit organization. | think NGOs can participate
in to the biding process because they are also a partner for encouraging the way of
implementation and most of them have been working directly target group in local
level. For income generation (IG) strategies, there is limited capacity for IG so the NGO
community is invited to assist. CEDAC is actively of NGOs to be in the bidding process.
Question: '

Mr. Om Meng, Phat Sanday fishing commune
representative, Kampong Thom province said that his
commune got 3,000 US dollars out of 5,000 US dollars
of the TSSL project. But we have not yet received the
last 2,000 US dollars because the proposal that we sent
7 times for requesting fund was rejected based on the
proposal was not clear enough. How can we request the

remaining funds?

Mr. Om Meng, Tonle Sap community
representatives
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Answer:

He responded that the fishing community can obtain its fund 5000 US dollars
per each. All guidelines of TSSL project were trained by the national team in order for
them to use accountability and cooperation with FiA. It has been faced many issues.
The fund flow was late since 2007 so it can be delayed to the end of 2010 for
providing funds to the community. He added that whether if funds remain the Mol
would withdraw it back.

Question:

Ms. Irna Sari, from Indonesia shared her experience on income generation? If we
provide income generation without building capacity, it is a concern for them to
implement the project. If the community people are able to do this by themselves the
project may be more sustainable than. She said the income generation project in her
country was failed because of we didn’t build community people capacity before let
them set up businesses. She continued that the fishers want to raise fish but how can
they raise fish with no experience. This is to provide them the capacity first.

Answer:

Mr. Long Visith shortly expressed that all project we had already built their
capacity which in cooperation with FiA.
Question

Mr. Long Sochet, Raing Til fishing community, Pursat province and member of
Coalition of Cambodian Fishers (CCF) shared that he knew that the community
livelihood project of TSSL provided 1 pig/family at a of cost 50 US dollars but actually
in his commune, they (Bid person) bought only small pig cost 60,000 Riel (15US
dollars). So, Mr. Long Sochet requests the TSSL national level, particular Mr. Long Visith

to look into this.
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ii.3. The Donors ’s responses to fishermen food security and global
economic crisis Facilitated by: Dr. Meas Nee, Country Director of Village
International (VI)

On behalf of a donor perspective,
Forum Syd' s (FS) Jan-Erik Wann, Regional
Director told us how FS has been working to
build capacity in achieving the poverty
reduction in Cambodia for 15 years, with
support from SIDA. FS has been supporting 10
NGOs partners in Cambodia; among them is
FACT. Many factors have been effected fishing
communities in the global economic
downturn. We hope that the condition will
improve soon. Why | said so because the FS
will to get our national donors not to deduct

fund. Local and regional donors will get a little

less money next from their national donors,

Mr. Jan-Erik Wann, Regional Director of Forum
Syd, South East Asia

but that communities should still receive the

same amount to continue working. Whether
we can get the funds to continue to teach them about fishing community conditions,
the problems, and their needs, He mentioned that is so important for communities to
voice your concerns! To make the donors hear what your issues are. You must
advocate your concerns in partnership with similar thinking communities. You have to
build upon this workshop and carry your views forward, up the next level until you find
a place where action can occur. You must i) show results of any interventions/actions,
ii) show good financial management including a commitment to accountability and
transparency. There is a "Swedish" debate on the meaning and impact of corruption
and the effectiveness of aid delivery (more going to Africa) so it will be important for
Cambodian recipients to how sound planning and financial management. Groups need
to be better informed and organized around key themes of advocacy, gender and
corporate governance so they are in a better position to voice their concerns to

potential donors.
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IV. Result of dialogue on finding solutions and recommendations to support food

security and livelihoods of fishing communities

The Final Breakout Session involved the splitting of the plenary into groups,
two from the Tonle Sap (TS); a group from the coastal network (CZ) and one from
Mekong fishers. Here the groups were asked to list (brainstorm) "recommended

priority ACTIONS that the fishers see has being most helpful to them from each of

these 3 levels of government and their communities." These are
national/provincial/civil society (CS). It was thought that it would be better to have the
breakout groups concentrate on coming up with real, possible solutions, rather than
focusing on the many things
that are wrong in Cambodian
fisheries.

So what are the key
roles for «civil society? As
national NGOs and organized
fisher groups what should we
focus on?  Should the

emphasis for civil society

groups be on conservation,

Group discussion on solutions and recommendations to support food security and
livelihoods of fishing communities (Tonle Sap)

advocacy, CBO-building and

support, legal activities and
actions, or perhaps all of these to some extent? There should be a portion of these
activities which help communities to articulate their needs and to match this with NGO
support to help them find the resources. Building of CBO capacity to find national and
NGO level resources and other funding mechanisms for resources conservation and

alternate income generation activities.

Mekong: National government: people are concerned about having more area to
fish from to make a living; they want the government to stop the illegal fishing from
the upper to lower Mekong sections, they want clear demarcation of fishing and

conservation areas and they want to know more about fish migrations and what
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conservation measures are needed in order to protect these fish. Also they want the
government to assist in establishing community fisheries in the Mekong. From civil
society they want to see support for new income generating activities, handicrafts,
animal husbandry and to
support building fisher skills,
have CS and NGOs to work
together with authorities and
communities to stop all illegal
fishing offences and to
disseminate information on the
types and extent of illegal
fishing between river

communities. Fishers should be

able to effectively participate in

decision-makin g reg ardin g the Group discussion on solutions and recommendations (Mekong)

development of fishery law.

TS Group 1: They want the government to supply 3 ha of concession land for
agriculture given to each family to support food security and livelihood initiatives.
Have the government give clear marking for fishing lots for conservation fisheries
communities. From civil society they want to build skills for conservation and habitat
restoration. They want the government to clearly acknowledge the poor living

conditions of TS fishermen and to supply financial assistance.

TS Group 2: They want the government to review how the law is implemented.
They want land granted to fishers to help with their economic concerns about making
a living, especially for the floating villages who have no land. The province and CS
should help in providing or implementing conservation zones, helping to restore fish

populations
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Coastal Zone: The national government should have concerns for social and
economic concession land for poor fishers; sand dredging and the continued illegal
fishing by Vietnamese. At the
provincial level there should be
stronger fisheries and
conservation policies. Through
NGOs and CS, they should
coordinate with fishers on
problems, advocate solutions,
provide legal advice and help

mobilize re sources. They

should assist fishing

Group discussion on solutions and recommendations (Coastal)

communities to increase skills,
and to help in the learning and cooperation between communities. Finally CS could
help disseminate information to all affected communities about the on-going problems

each community faces.

CS and networks could provide help to communities to determine what gear can
be used and to put this in the FiA rules! But is there really any method of public input
for this type of information or does the decision-making still rest entirely in top down
manners with FiA? There needs to be mechanisms which allow for the revision and
improvement of fishing declaration, to ensure resource access and benefits sharing to
gear users. The communities must stand up and complain over the buying and selling

of illegal fishing gear (electro units).

The special cases of the floating villages need their own land to assist in food
security, can no longer realistically live in the fishing lot. So a question, how can fishers
own their own fishing lot? The land reforms, moving from all state land 1979-1989 to
land reforms of 2001. Amend the constitution to have access to ownership, devise a
property rights system which can accommodate these fishing communities in order
them to have greater food security.
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Mr. Lieng Sopha, Acting Director Department of Community Fishery
Development (CFDD), FiA mentioned the key points of view submitted to the
government. Relating to the economic land concession’s requests, the government
appeals to the private sector for requesting or
it is initiated by the private sectors based on if
those lands will not provide social benefits. As
for social land concession is still to be the
same request process, except fishers are going
to initiate by themselves and to summit its
proposal for land request to the commune and
provincial levels. For eliminating, fishing lots,
fishing communities get to manage about 56%
of the total fishing area. Fishing lot has, since "’7'#"" —

1906, been managed by the states. Some of ll/"ﬁ‘v'ﬂ

don't want to keep fishing lots because it

Mr. Leang Sopha, FiA

effects to their community fishing ground but
some of them want to manage one. Actually for the fishing community in Kampong
Cham, they claimed to establish the fishing lot because it was difficult to control the
illegal fishing activities by their community. He mentioned about the Prakas of family
fishing scale that FiA is working on with support and input from fishing communities
and fishers. Currently we will have to follow the old Prakas. According to the fishing
community’s policy, it is not allowed to use medium fishing scale gear for subsistence

fishing.

Mr Lieng Sopha requested people not to raise Chhdor and Ros species, as the
FiA have been studying the impacts of fresh-fish feeding. He said, over the past years,
the FiA has been doing what fishing communities have asked. The FiA have been
informing communities about the fishery law. The FiA is also pleased to assist and are

going to find more support for the global fund to support the small grants program
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More Questions and Recommendation from the fisher representatives:

Mr. Om Meng, CCF is pleased to thank to FiA who explain and responded to
the fishers concern. But we would like pleased to ask the FiA to help in
giving property rights to floating villages because the current floating
houses of Phat Sanday fishing community don’t have any official rights to

settle, as the fishers are living in the private fishing lot number 1.

Mr. Nger Ret, Battambang fisher representative mentioned the ownership of
fishing community in management still has to be advocated to the upper
level of government by local level organizations. He asked the FiA to focus
more attention on this problem.

Mr. Lor Chhean, Kampot fisher representative and Coastal Fishers Network
(CFN) said land filling along the beach in Kampot province is still continuing
despite the Prime Minister’s speech to stop it.

Mr. Sim Sopanha, CCF said the presentation given by the government
agencies showed the data of fish has been increased and the fish has been
declined by NGOs and fishers instead. It is really difference. Anyways, he
asked the FiA, NGOs, and stakeholders should please help in providing fish

for raising and the technical of raising in order to make a better live.

Sam Sathya, Deputy Director of Administration Affair and Litigation

Department of FiA responded to the above questions and recommendations by

informing us that the floating fishing communities of the Tonle Sap are not recognized

by Cambodian Land Law. According to the Land Law, land, water and sea are owned by

the state for the public. There is recognition of land rights for ethnic groups, but not

floating villages. These fishing villages are currently in danger of further degradation,

as they have no property rights under Cambodian law.

Fisheries Action Coalition Team (FACT) 30



Workshop on Food Security of Fishing Communities in Cambodia and Global Financial Downturn

V. Closing Remarks

Dr Meas Nee, workshop facilitator recapped the discussion results and the
fishers' living conditions by telling us to pay more attention, in particular the key
government and CS stakeholders. Because fishers are easily effected by many factors,
such as being one of the poorest groups, a greater need for emergency food aid, high
unemployment, more debt, and less overall food security they need more attention. He
added that it requires getting more participation from all players, strengthening local
fisher group capacity, developing and implementing good governance, and

participatory policy making.

Mr. Russell Peterson, Country Director
of American Friends Service Committee (AFSC),
and also FACT board member, in his closing
comments centered on how we all hear about
the global economic crisis and the condition of
Cambodian fisheries and the responses or lack
of them from the government, and the
important need for stakeholders to participate
in on going dialogues. There is an immediate
need to address fishing declines, but time is too
short at this workshop so all those concerned
groups and individuals should connect through
FACT. He thanked to all participants who shared
their valuable time in attending the workshop
and special thanked to FACT, NGO network,

Fisheries Administration (FiA), fisher networks

Mr. Russell Peterson, Country Director of AFSC

(CCF, CFN) and all who worked hard in organizing the workshop.
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VI. Appendixes

Appendix 1: Participation list:

N. | Name Sex Organization Address/contact number
1 | Nuth Vichhay M CSID 017253246
2 | Phuong Phalla M CSID 017578593
3 | Touth Savoeun M BDASE 012798216
4 | Chhim Chan Chharith M CHETTOR 0978246099
5 |Sien Sareth M Pursat 089706660
6 | Kien Sytha F Kampong Thom 012967194
7 | Pen Sokhon M KNCED 085698313
8 | Him Sokny M NAS-Kg. Cham 012301447
9 | Meas Dynaveth F YCC-Kampot 012568082
10 | Roth Sophea F CWDCC-Kampot 012341960
11 | Nheth Sophy M STT-Kampot 011776518
12 | Try Chhuon F ADHOC-Kampot

13 | Lorm Loeun M LHA 092206877
14 | Khin Sokimon M Student-RUPP 089866868
15 | Sun Vutha M Student-RUPP 012441800
16 | Seng Bunna M Director 012835352
17 | Doch Sotheavin F Student-RUPP 099754611
18 | Yun Sarin M Student-RUPP 011808784
19 | Sou Pharin F Student-RUPP 099955109
20 | Gnim Sodavy F Student-RUPP 016471301
21 | Prak Ousapha F Student-RUPP 012990311
22 | Ngoun Sophanny F Kratie 012952992
23 | Nhek Sarin M Forum Syd 012834029
24 | Men Uonsreypeou F Student-RUPP 092714220
25 | Vong Rylida F Student-RUPP 012858657
26 | Sou Theung F Student-RUPP 0976809780
27 | Som Sitha M Cl 012683778
28 | Luy Rasmey F CEPA 012843987
29 | Pen Somony M CVS 012708093
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30 | Meng Kro M Student-RUPP 011876021
31 | Chan Sophal M CEA 012979298
32 | Hoeung Hin M YCC-Siem Reap 092932392
33 | Sem Sytha M Community chief-Kg. | 089266476
Cham
34 | Chhim Kim Hen F RFCD-Pursat 099995117
35 | Nei Vuth M Community chief-Kg. | 012223079
Cham

36 | Ouch Ngin M Community chief-Takeo 092179528
37 | Dim Moeun M Community chief-Takeo 015765053
38 | Kort Savorn M Community-Siem Reap 092422837
39 | Im Poeuv M Community-Kratie 011335731
40 | Pav Savy F Community 011375979
41 | In Vanny F Community

42 | Chhiv That M FiA-Kratie 092430271
43 | Nop Samnag M FiA-Takeo 012787404
44 | Hut Han M Community-BTB 092837790
45 | Ame Trendem F NGO Forum 092569113
46 | Khvay Atithya M TVK 016944052
47 | Heng Sophrith M Research 012727752
48 | Annette Olsen F Research 012524230
49 | Khut Sok Charya M Phnom Penh Post 011562042
50 | Pech Sereyvath M FiA 012445136
51 | Long Visith M Mol, TSSL 011785777
52 | Sen Darith F Dem Ampil (DAP) 012471222
53 | Luy Lyda F Dem Ampil (DAP) 089842646
54 | Nge Reth M KAWP-BTB 012624348
55 | Hong Say M VSG 012766618
56 | Lor Rasmey M Student 089407787
57 | Chea Kim Song M NGO Forum 012570833
58 | Cheap Sam An M DANIDA 012800625
59 | Ly Pechadaroat F NGO Forum on Cambodia | 012837151
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60 | Kate Frieson F CBNRMLI 012392420
61 | Ham Kim Kong M RUPP 012406716
62 | Him khorthieth M CEDAC 016575713
63 | Ith Kong M Community-Kandal 092267636
64 | Kork Orn M Community 012266347
65 | My Sovann M VFC 089622807
66 | Jan-Erik Wann M Regional Director of | 012803201
Forum Syd
67 | Russell Peterson M Country Director AFSC 012907067
68 | Sor Vorin M MOI, DoLA 011932417
69 | Chhith Sam Ath M Executive Director of | 012928585
NGO Forum on Cambodia

70 | Ngem Bora M Translator 012857729
71 | Kong Sopheak M Student 0177930
72 | Chap Sreyka F Student 092261772
73 | Meng Kim San M CBNRMLI 012659322
74 | Cheap Sotheary F ADHOC-Sihanouk Ville 016827512
75 | Boun Narith M Licadho 015552745
76 | Ngean Phuong Maly F Racha Satrey-Siem Reap 012387778
77 | H.E. Sam Nouv M FiA 012853747
78 | Sim Thavry F 012894226
79 | Paul Humphrey M Advisor 012970015
80 | Irna Sari F Researcher

81 | Choun Vanna M Student 017556482
82 | Mom Samoeun M PNKA-Kg. Chnang 015649451
83 | Chan Dara M Student 017737803
84 | Im Suor M CDC 012818836
85 | Ngeth Soseng F Licadho-Kampot 012597216
86 | Mam Kosal M World Fish Center 012893007
87 | Mang Sohan M Student 013411119
88 | Puth Sariem M MPC-Koh Kong 016374009
89 | Pen Sorn M KFA-Kandal 012779058
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90 | Nuth Mak Chhong M Kunathor 012957416
91 | Sam Sathya M FiA 012855433
92 | Moun Samin M CDC 092250734
93 | Kuy An M CMC-Battambang 012381249
94 | Sing Mon M CCF 099346394
95 | Cheng Chon M Community

96 | Veng Sambo M Media 012971519
97 | Ly Vuthy M FiA 011660840
98 | Leap Bunleang M ADHOC-Kg. Chnang 012342417
99 | Em Kunthea F Khmer Ahimsa-KK 017524757
100 | Choun Naran M CED-Kratie 017776661
101 | Sean Sareth M VAPSD-Pursat 08970666
102 | Long Chhan M COP-Kg. Thom 012452407
103 | Om Chhim M CCF-Siem Reap 012458913
104 | Kong Hout M CCF 092927928
105 | Keat Savorn M Community 092422837
106 | Oeun Bunthong M Community 017283796
107 | Horng Kunthea M Community 092976624
108 | Chim Kim Rorng F Community 092509137
109 | Phat Phalla F CCF-Kg. Chnang 092268489
110 | Yin Meng M CCF 012457311
111 | Pen Samon M Commune ouncil 089679859
112 | Ke Sothy M CCF 017916569
113 | Eam Nal M Commune council 012973851
114 | Sim Sopanha M CCF 092277912
115 | Mak Sithirith M FACT 012906279
116 | Ron Jones M FACT 016758002
117 | Om Savath M FACT 016855190
118 | Minh Bunly M FACT 012674638
119 | Leang Kanha F FACT 012525776
120 | Ek Chamroeun M FACT 092262075
121 | Chourn Bunnara M FACT 015759666
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122 | Thorn Riguen F FACT 012393719
123 | Chhom Theavy F FACT 012343400
124 | Than Bunly M FACT 012520660
125 | Prak Rotana F FACT 012678657
126 | Kun Chanthet F FACT 012984621
127 | Sam Sopheak M FACT 013

128 | Mak Puthea M FACT 012429597
129 | Yong Yeath M FACT 092625643
130 | Ouch Mara M FACT 012699129
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Appendix 2: Tentative Agenda

7:30 Arrival of Participants & Registration FACT
8:00 Start and National Anthem All participants
8:05-8:25

Welcome Remark

Impression Remark

Opening Remark

- Mr. Mak Sithirith, Executive
Director, FACT

- Mr. Sor Vorin Deputy
Director of Department of
Local Administration Internal
Auditor (PST/NCDD/Mol)

- H.E Sam Nov, Deputy
Director General, Fisheries
Administration (FiA)

8:25-9:05

Presentation of representative of fisher folk
from the 3 regions, Tonle Sap, Coastal and
Mekong.

The concern of fisher folk on fish decline
dealing with their food security and global
economic crisis

- Fisher from Tonle Sap (2ps)
- Fisher from coastal area

- Fisher from Mekong

10:25-10:40

9:05-9:20 The concern of fisher folk with the Current Mr. Than Bunly/Ms. Chhom
Fishing Status and food security under the Theavy
global economic downturn
. . Mr. Chan Sophal, president
9:20-9:35 Presentation on the impact of the global of Cambodia Economic
financial crisis to the Cambodia fishery g
Association (CEA)
9:35.9:50 Fisheries and livelihood of Fishers in Mr. Blake Ratner, World Fish
' ' Cambodia Center, Cambodia
The Outcome of the Public Forum on the .
9:50-10:10 Economic Downturn and the Impacts of Mr. Chea Klmsong_, NGO
Forum on Cambodia
Garment Workers and Farmer
Questions & Answers
10:10-10:25 Break & Refreshment

The strategy of the Fisheries Administration

- Mr. Ly Vuthy, Deputy Chief
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(FiA) on the Cambodia fishery and livelihood

Fishery Community Development and
sustainable livelihood

of fishery community
Development Department of
FiA

The presentation of Tonle Sap Sustainable

Team work representative of

10:40-10:55 Livelihood Project (TSSL) the TSSL/Ministry of Interior
(Mol)
H.E. Touch Sieng Tana

10:55-11:30 The current situation of Cambodia fishery Secretary of State of the
Council Minister

11:30-12:00 Questions & Answers (30mn)

12:00-02:00 Break for Lunch

Session 4 : The Donors ’s responses to fishermen food security and global economic

crisis Facilitated

by: Dr. Meas Nee, Country Director of Village

International (VI)

The CDC intervention for NGOs/CSOs for

Mr. Im Sour the Director of
department of NGOs

2:00-2:15 implementing its activities within dinati bodi
harmonization. coordination, Cam odian
Development Councils (CDC)
. . The role of Donor in supporting of fishing Jan-Erik Wann, Regional
2:15-2:30 . .
community Director, Forum Syd
2:30-2:50 Questions & Answers (20mn)
2:50-3:05 Break & Refreshment
Group Discussion Mr. Chun Naran, CED in
3:05-4:45 Identify the i facing fish Kratie and Ms. Ngoun
entify the issues facing fishermen, Sophany, KAFDOC in Kratie,
recommendation, and suggestion
4:45-5-00 Closing Remark Mr. Russell Peterson, The

Director AFSC/ISL, PHN

The agenda

will be changed if necessary!
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» Appendix 3: Impact and concern of fishers on the current fisheries condition
and Global economic crisis
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= Appendix 4: Impact of the global economic downturn on Cambodia’s

communities

Impact of Global Economic Downturn
on Cambodia’s Communities:

Study supported by Oxfam America, Oxfam GB
and NGO Forum on Cambodia

Chan Sophal and Ngo Sothath
Cambodian Economic Association (CEA)
Presented at FACT Worksho
25 August 2009, CJCC, Phnom Penh

Please send your comments to
sophal.chan@gmail.com

Survey of 15 Communities, 1,070 households in July 2009
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| Wet-season rice surplus Nikum Krave village, Chroy Sdao Battembang
commune Thmar Korl district

2 Wet-season rice surplus Ta Nzok Srevillage, Phoov Ti Pl commune, |Prey Veng
Sithor Kandal district

3. Dry season rice surplus Ponley Choeung village Ponley commune, |Takeo
Angkor Borey district

4 Dry season rice surplus Ponley village, Babaong commune Peam Ro |Prev Veng
district

5. |Maize production Kbal Tumnop villaze, Ou Sampor Banteay Mesn Chey
commune Malai district

6. Cassava production Spean village, Dar commune Memut Kampong Cham
district

i Soybean production Sampor village, Ta Ong commune, Kampong Cham
Chamkar Leu district

8. Fishing Kampong Preah village, Chnok Trou Kampong Chhnang
commune Boribo district

9. Land abundant Tumnop Trakuon village Kdol Tahen Battembang
commune Bavel district

10. |Land sbundant Kang Meas village, Thosot Chum Kampong Thom
commune Baray district

11. |Poorest areas in poorest Anha Ses village Toap Moan commune, Kampong Speu

provinces Thpong district
12. |Poorest areas in poorest Sambu village Popok commune Stoung Kamponz Thom
provinces district

13. |Urban poor Damnak Thom village, Sanglkat Stoeung Phonom Penh
Meanchey, Khan Meanchey

14. |Urban poor Phoum 14, Sangkat Tonle Bassac, Khan Phnom Penh
Chamksar Morn

15. |Tourism Dependent Rohal village, Sieam Reap district Siem Reap

For 15 communities

Difficulty faced in past 6 months

(% households) 1st] 2nd 3rd
Sick/health expense 32% 18% 17%
Decreased incomel/job loss 28% 20% 1%
Lack of money to pay debt 12% 23% 22%
Lack of food 9% 1% 7%
High food price 1% 15% 15%
Shortage of money/poor 4% 4% 5%
Others 8% 14% 23%
Total 100% 100% 100%

For Fishing Community

Difficulty faced in past 6 months

(% households) 1st 2nd 3rd
Decreased income 33% 26% 9%
Sick/health expense 27% 10% 12%
Lack of money to pay debt 19% 23% 39%
High food price 9% 23% 6%
Other 13% 19% 33%
Total 100% 100% 100%

Fisheries Action Coalition Team (FACT)
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Household Consumption of Food Beside

Rice

Rice

consumption|
ICategory of village per day per hh

F
purchaoﬁ Own food

Total

Kg| Riel/day in past 7 days in July 2009
Wet season rice 1.9 5,272 2,821 8,093
Dry season rice 1.9 5,241 3,467 8,708
ICashcrops 2.0 6,825 2837 9,662
Fishing 2.2 3,347 3,714 7,061
Land abundant 1.9 4478 3,580 8,058
Poorestrural 21 2,605 2,162 4,767
Urban poor 1.6 10,173 5,667 15,840
[Tourism dependent 1.9 8,865 2,000 10,865
Rice Stock in Household (% households)
ICategory of villages| No rice] 1kg - 50kg| Above 50kg| Total
1Wet season rice 5% 43% 51%i 100%,
ZlDry season rice 4% 31%j 66%; 100%j
3iCash crops 12%) 47%j 41% 100%)
Fishing 23%j 74 3% 100%)
5lLand abundant 4%)| 39%i 57%; 100%j
Poorest rural 3% 64% 33%]| 100%j
7lUrban poor 8%j 88%| 5%] 100%|
8Tourism dependent 8% 78% 14%| 100%)

Fisheries Action Coalition Team (FACT)
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% households facing difficulty, receiving assistance
and with members migrating

~ %hh faciﬁ % hh _receivin_% % hh havin
difficulty in past 6 assistancei members
months| past6 months migrati
|Wet season rice 75%] 1 3%| 39%
Dry season rice 94%| 29%| 28%|
Cash crops 84%I 1 8%I 1 3%|
Fishing 100%[ 19°/o| 10%|
Land abundant 87%) 46%) 50%
Poorest rural 95%| 68%| 26%|
Urban poor 95% 24%] 7%
Tourism dependent 78%I 5%| 8%|
% indebted
Village Characteristics households
1Wet season 66%
2bw season 61%
3L:ash crops 72%
ALishing 91%
5kand abundant 79%
GL’oorest rural 12%
7Urban poor 62%
8[Toursism dependent 45%
Total 71%
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(% loans)

iCategory of village l:)\;(:‘r(asg)e $0t0 $100| “5650° | “Gs00° | 8500 fotal
1|Wet season rice 610 15% 47%  27%  12%  100%
2|Dry season rice 365 46%  25%  17%  12%  100%
3lcashcrops 1,462 18% 23% 20% 39% 100%

Fishing 339 21 58% 14 1 100
slLand abundant 529 36“/J 37% 15“/1] 12%  100%
6|Poorest rural 127 4% 23% 2% 1%  100%
7|Urban poor 1,049 36% 10% 13% 41% 100%|
8{Tourism dependent | 626 s s T s DO

Source of Loans and Interest Rates

SourceofLoan

. Relative:‘ Money- NGO/ Self-
Village Category and friend lenderl  Acled MFls| help group
Wet season 2% A% T 26% 1%
Dry season A% MW 4% 14% 0%
Cash crops 29%  35% 3%  10% 3%
Fishing 13%  13%  28%  46% 0%
Land abundant 3% %W 1MW 21% 4%
Poorest rural 2% 9% 12% 2% 6%
Urban poor 49%  38% 6% 1% 0%
Toursism dependent 33| 8% 3%  46%  10%
Interest rate per 9%‘ QA/J 8%1 2%1
month (Average) 3. 6. 2. 3.0% L X

Fisheries Action Coalition Team (FACT)
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% loans by loan size in fishing community

Source of loan  [>$0to $100 >$s120;)0t0 >$5255:0t° >$500 | Total
Relatives 3% 9% 18%j 0%{ 100%
Friends 67% 33% 0% 0% 100%
Money lenders 79% 14% 7%| 0% 100%
ACLEDA 0% 17% 23%) 0% 100%
PRASAK 15% 67% 15%)| 4%  100%
Credit 18% 7% 5% 0% 100%
Total 27% 58% 14%) 1% 100%

1stimportantreason for taking loans

iICategory of food health [repayold | agric. business | build others
villages expense | expense | debt(s) [production |expansion| house
1)Wet season rice 5% 15% 6% 24% 17% 1% 22%
ZIDly RSO S 12% 13% 8% 29% 9% 9%, 19%
ash crops 6% 7% 8% 50% 14% 4% 1%
Fishing 4% 5% 8% ol 9% 2% 2%
jLand abundant g I 7% % 1% 1% 15%
Poorest rural 30% 35% 3% 6% 1% 2% 14%
7lurban poor 21% 21% 6% 0% 24% 14% 14%
&Zg::: dent i s 8% 0| AW 1% 18%
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2"dimportantreason fortakingloans

ICategory of food health |repayold agric. business build others
villages expense | expense | debt(s) |production |expansion| house
I o 7% 26% 14% 20% = 3% 20%
e b 32%|  16% - 19% 13% 3% 16%
Jc i a4%  16%|  20% 7% 5% 2% 5%
S 53%|  13% 7% 4% 9%)| 9% 4%
TR 43%|  15% 1% 15% 13% 0% 4%
" — 46% 32% 2% 2% 7% 0% 9%
HIROT 38%|  12% 15% - 8% 4%  23%
Tourism
gidependent i MR 0% 0% i 0% 0%
Duration when loans were taken
[Category of villages Before] Jan-Jun| Jul-Dec| Jan-Jul Total
Jan 2008 2008 2008 2009
1|Wet season rice Q%I 8%| 6%| 77%| 100%]
I P—— 9%] 1% 12%| 67%| 100%|
i — 5%] 8%| 18%| 69%| 100%
Fishing 5%| 5%| 21%| 70%] 100%|
5|Land _— 8%] s%| 15% 71%  100%
6|Poorestrural 6%] 4%| 9%| 81 %I sl
7iStban poos 1% 13% 15% 61%I 100%
8[Tourism dependent 5% 1 5%| 18% 62% 100%|
Total loans s 8%| i 70%| 100%'
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» Appendix 5: Strengthening resilience of small-scale fisheries and livelihoods

paopia . sclanca . anvironmant . parnars

WorldFish

C ENTZER

Strengthening resilience of
small-scale fisheries and
livelihoods: Capacity to adapt to

Kosal Mam
Research Analyst, WorldFish Center

August 25, 2009
5 % 4
paopie . sciance . amironmant . parnats @

Focus of the presentation

It is about finding solutions to address the challenges
of poverty reduction and strengthening resilience in
fishing communities. Thus there is a need to look
at:

= current strength and assets; and
= hopes for future and in a broader context.
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paopiz . sclance . amvironmant - parnars @

Why resilience?

= Capacity of the communities to adapt to
changes incl. sudden shocks, and other long
term trends;

= Sudden shocks incl. rise in food price and
economic downtum;

= Likely future trend incl. dam development, resource
competition and climate;

= Longerterm challenges —to build resilience to

handle multiple stresses and shocks, i e_, resilient
small-scale fishing communities.

paopia . sclanca . amironmeant . parinars @

Elements to be addressed

= Strengthenrights: Incl. basic rights to food,
education and health service, productive resources;

= Improve governance: voice in decisions, effective
methods to enforce the rules fairly, resolve disputes
and manage conflicts among different groups;

= Protect the commons: begins with awareness
about the ecosystem and factors leading to high
fish production.
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paopia - SCIaNca - aMIrONMaNt - paNNaTs @

A “learning process”
approach

Involve all key players;

= Commit to a process of analysis and deliberation
involving all core partners over an extended period,
incl. communities as ‘researchers’

= Look for root causes, not immediate symptoms; and
= |eamn by doing and assess outcome independently.

peopis - Sclance . aMvironmeant - parNrs @

Examples of current T
work

* Reconciling efforts fordeep pools
managementin Stung Treng;

= Collective actions forand the capacity to
manage resource competition in Tonlé Sap
lake.
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* Appendix 6: Engagement of NGOs In response to the Global Economic

T

UmisgouRETSERIBE GO0

The NGO Forum on ( ambodio

Downturn in Cambodia

Engagement of NGOs
In response to the Global Economic Downturn
in Cambodia

National Workshop on The Global Economic Downtum and

the Food Security of Fishing communities in Cambodia
25 August 2009, CJICC, Cambodia

By: Mr. Chea Kimsong
Development Issues Programme Coordinator
The NGO Forum on Cambodia

Impact of Global Economic Downturn in Cambodia

0 Economy:
o Gamment: decrease export, factories closed, cut-off operation
o Construction: decrease mvestment
o  Tourism: decrease number of tourists
o Agriculture: decrease export and price
=> Increasing unemployment causes decrease m mcome
O Foodsecurnty and poverty. specifically onpoor and vulnerable groups

—  Specific groups include: garment workers, construction workers, their
ependent family (the poor) and farmers
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NGO Engagement
in response to the global economic downturn

O Itis importantto:

Create opportunity for affected groups, including gamrment workers, their
dependent families and small farmersto raise their concems and challenges
ofthe negative impacts of the global economic downtumin Cambodia to
the Royal Govemment of Cambodia and development partners

O Beingin therole of coordinatingthe concems andissues of poor and
vulnerable groups. the NGO Forum in collaboration with economic
development networks and CEA cooperate to create the opportunity andraise

their voices through:
m-ﬁym
rﬂoﬁmmﬂnwdﬁc
Public Forum on Impact of Global Research on Impact of
Economic Downturn and Needs for Global Economic Downturn
Workshop with farmer oy b pons SR L
representatives 3

Public Forum on Impact of Global
Economic Downturn and Needs for Policy Responses

D 320 participants: RGC, DP, NGOs, CEA’s members,
students, garment workers and farmers and general
public.

o The representative of the affected groupsincluding
gamment workers and small farmershadthe
opportunity to raise their difficulties and challenges
facing with the impacts ofthe global economic
downtumin C amg)odia to the RGC and DP.

o RGC and DP presented policy responses and
mmediate responses to the impact to the public.

O NGO proposals onImpacts of global economic
downtum on gamment workers and farmersin
Cambodia mboth Khmer and English version were
distnbuted to participants.

=  Impacton their food security and livelihood
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Way forward. ..

o Research onimpactofglobal economic downturn on
communities and other researches will give accurate
information on how hard impact on the poorand their
food security

o Cooperate with NGO/CSOs to advocate on theimpact
ofglobal economic downturm on food security and the
poorto RGC and DP:

Workshop/forum with RGC (MEF, MAFF. CARD.,
MoLVT, SNEC etc) and DPs (WFP, ADB, WB, FAO etc)

Media strategies: press release, magazine, radio talk etc
Produce joint recommendations on policv options to RGC

Thank You.
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* Appendix 7: Mechanism in coordinating the co-operation financing

Cowncil for the Development Cambodian Rehabilitation
A of Cambodia aned Development Board
-~ -
A3 IR

sipegaenngiownpousmany Jodsfmsdyiamany

e s EREpmMenn pasge:

D WN S Al
(DS EImABE NGO ARA/AEN
i@ T2aiun 3000
Tel: 023981260
Email: m.sour@crdb qovkh
http://www.cdccrdb.govkh
Cambodia
B oo Tt eiOevelopmnt Beard
- -
mamssy

9. animisdiuiSsanuRUEmI
. wgmIR [ BYM{BUTINUjAISN{U AU RMI
a v 0 o
M. IGTURI Rt SHANUSNTI
G. UgnHIEN: {gj3mn UMUAYS SHAEmnmemn

Cambodia

Fisheries Action Coalition Team (FACT)

61



Workshop on Food Security of Fishing Communities in Cambodia and Global Financial Downturn

Comncil for the Development Cambodian Rehabilitation
e of Cambodia and Development Baard
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Council for the Development Cambodian Rehabilitation
e of Cambodia and Development Baard

usgn s PLs PRBIRUMRsnRasdnY

9- {118 MIANIUIHNIGAIE{H8 Technical Working Group-TWG ( H13538 98

TWGs fITE8 O TWGs 9185 AMAINGOs)

- Ban: e Eman (U g s hntEhAnu iR A g8 covenment:

Development Partner Coordination Committee-GDCC ( M HHI7iY L)

m- 536 M AGAILN {5& Uf M FA g[S ™ Cambodia Development Cooperation
Forum-CDCF

Cambodia

Cowndcil for the Development Cambodian Rehabilitation
and Develog” =t Board -~ -~

valllvuuia
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» Appendix 8: The strategy of the Fisheries Administration (FiA) on
Cambodian fisheries and livelihoods
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» Appendix 9: Experiment of the cooperation to crack down illegal fishing
activities in the Potsar Champei fishing community federation in Takeo

province
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* Appendix 10: Presentation on the Tonle Sap Sustainable Livelihood project

(TSSLP)
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Number of Selected projects by Category | Total Number of
Na | Province salected
| G CFi projects
1 BAT 32 461 57 174
2 | wker |, 29 18 ) 55
3 | Pur |, 233 % | 382
4 KCH an 39 ! B4
5 | s |, o= 54 | 193
Total 147 479 172 B48
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Mumber of Contract Award by Cetegory Total number of
He | Pravince Contract
si G CFi Awards
Y] BAT l4d 42 >4 | 108
2| kPT |, i 12,
3| PUR .9 120 57 | 4ae
5
4| KCH |.q 17 42
5| SRP .4 85 18] 430
Total |a4 283 126 503
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S Value of Contract Award by Cetegory Total Value of
Province Contract
o] s IG CFi Awards
1 BAT 402,847.20 156,503.92 | 22642245 TRE,773.57
2 KPT 225,191.74 93,445.00 50,449.00 369,085.74
3 PUR 906, 146.96 567.506.03 | 179.496.00 1,653,148.99
4 KCH 251,247 .98 73.764.71 19,834 20 344 846 89
5 SRP 821,469.97 679.417.74 88,483.18 1,569,370.80
Total 2,606,903.85 | 1,570,637.40| 564,684.83 4,742,226.08
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