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During some initial feasibility studies in late 2000, Light Infantry Battalion
(LIB) 144, comprised of 300 soldiers, moved into Man Tat and began
setting up a military base adjacent to the entrance gate of the village. The
soldiers immediately seized local lands for the establishment of their base
camp and ordered local farmers to clear land and build the camp. One
farmer said:

“They treated us like slaves; we had to do what they ordered.
Some people hadn’t even finished their breakfast but had to go.
We worried for our family members’ evening meal, as we have to
fend for our living from hand to mouth. If we were helping fellow
villagers build something we could ask for some rice for our
family. But this work was for the military; our wives back home
had to borrow rice from other people for cooking. The village
headman could only breathe easily when the villagers complied
with the orders, otherwise he would be punched and beaten.”
(Interview 7)

Villagers forced to build a road in Man Tat
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Acres seized Impacted 

families 
Confiscator Reason 

> 10 acres of tea 
farms 

12 Palaung 
families 

LIB 144 Military camp 

> 40 acres of 
farmlands 

20 Palaung 
and Kachin 
families  

LIB 144 Military farms  

> 35 acres of 
forests, paddy 
and tea farms  

20 Palaung 
families 

LIB 144 and 
companies 

Dam 
construction 
site 

> 27 acres of 
forests and 
farms 

20 Palaung, 
Shan, Kachin, 
families 

LIB 144 Road 
construction 

> 20 acres of 
farms 

13 Palaung 
families  

YMEC, Asia 
World, and 
LIB 144 

Company 
camp; worker 
accommodation 
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