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CHAPTER 1 
THE NATIONAL MOOD



18   |  



  |     19

 

2

 

Politics is complicated in Thailand and it is impossible to represent all 
opinion in five choices but, if you had to choose one, which of the 
following would most closely describe your opinion? (Q39) 

1.1 The Yellow/Red Divide

llow ellow Red 
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3 identified themselves as 

 

Bangkok4

 

2

 

3 -

4

Leaning  to No Color or Neutral
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slightly leaning or 
core or solid
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Generally speaking, do you think things in Thailand today are going in 
the right direction, or do you think they are going in the wrong direction? 
(Q1) 

1.2 Direction of the Country

5 -
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Why do you say that? (Wrong direction reasons) (Q2)6

1.3 Direction of the Country: Reasons 
for Wrong Direction

 

 

 

6
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Why do you say that? (Right direction reasons) (Q2)7

1.4 Direction of the Country: Reasons 
for Right Direction

7

8



  |     25

In your view, what is the biggest problem facing Thailand? (Q3)

1.5 Biggest Problem Facing Thailand

9 

 

 

9



26   |  

And what about in this area, what is the biggest local problem? (Q4)

1.6 Biggest Problem in Local Area

10 

 

11  

10

11
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Thinking about the future, do you see the situation in Thailand improving or 
deteriorating over the next year? (Q5)

1.7 Future Prospects
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12 

12
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-

Thinking about your own personal economic situation now compared to two 
years ago, would you say you are much better off, better off, worse off, much 
worse off, or about the same? (Q6) 

1.8 Economic Well-Being
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 fail 

 

 

13 

13
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14 

14

1.9 Satisfaction with Government
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CHAPTER 2 
DEMOCRACY IN  
THAILAND
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A lot of people in Thailand today are talking about democracy. If a country is 
called a democracy, what does that mean to you? (Q8)

2.1 Understanding of Democracy
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Democracy may have its problems, but it is better than any other form of gov-
ernment. To what extent do you agree or disagree? (Q10)

2.2 Support for Democracy
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wants, even if the minority disagrees.” Others say: “It is more important to get 

2.3 Compromise with Minorities

What majority wants There should be compromise
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Despite our differences, as Thais we have many values that unite us. To what 
extent do you agree or disagree? (Q11) 

Strongly Somewhat
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On some occasions, democracy doesn’t work. When that happens there are 
people that say we need a strong leader who doesn’t have to be elected 
through voting. Others say that even if things don’t function, democracy is 
always the best. What do you think? (Q12)

2.5 Support for Authoritarianism

 

16 

2009 2010

16
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2.6 Satisfaction with Democracy in 
Thailand

Very Somewhat
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-

17 

17 
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In your opinion, is Thailand very democratic, somewhat democratic, a little 
democratic or undemocratic? (Q14)

2.7 How Democratic Is Thailand

18

18
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CHAPTER 3 
DEMOCRATIC
VALUES
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Do you think that all political parties, even the ones most people do not like, 
should be allowed to hold meetings in your area? (Q18)

Suppose a friend of yours supported a party that most people did not like. 
Would you accept that, or would it end your friendship? (Q19)

3. 1 Political Tolerance

Yes

Accept

No

End Friendship
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Suppose a friend of yours supported a color movement (Red or Yellow) that 
most people did not like. Would you accept that, or would it end your 
friendship? (Q20) 

 

Total Urban Rural
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Do people feel free to express their political opinions in the area where you 
live? (Q21)

3.2 Freedom of Speech

Yes No

 

 

The government has used the Internal Security Act and Emergency Decree 
to restrict or shut down some media (newspapers, magazines, radio and TV 
stations, and websites). Some people think this was necessary to help 
promote social peace and stability; while others think it’s more important to 
let everyone have their say. Which is closer to your opinion? (Q22) 
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19

 

 

Has any newspaper, magazine, radio station or TV station or website you 
regularly use been censored or stopped during the last year? (Q23)
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Here are two ways of thinking about democratic government: the best 
government will include representatives from all areas of the country and 
levels of society; the best government will be provided by the most intelligent 
and best educated. Which is closer to your view? (Q24) 

3.3 Persistence of Traditional 
Social Structures
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Do you agree or disagree with the following statement: the prosperous and 
well-educated have a duty to protect and guide the less fortunate and less 
educated? (Q25)
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Generally speaking, do you think that most people can be trusted? (Q26)

3.4 Trust in Society

2009

2009

2010

2010
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Now, speaking in general terms of the people from here, would you say that 
people in this neighborhood are generally very trustworthy, somewhat 

 

3.5 Trust in Neighbors

Very Somewhat
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CHAPTER 4 
POLITICAL  
PROCESSES
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How interested are you in politics? Very interested, somewhat interested, not 
very interested, or not interested at all? (Q28)

4.1 Interest in Politics

Very Somewhat

 
 
Over the past three years, would you say that your interest in politics 
has increased, decreased, or remained the same? (Q30) 
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movements did more than half of 

 

 

thir

 

2009 2010
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How often do you discuss politics with friends? Almost all the time, often, not 
very often, or almost never? (Q29)

4.2 Political Discussions

2009 2010
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In the past two years have you attended any political meeting? (Q31)

4.3 Political Meetings

Urban Rural

20 

20 
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21 

 

21 
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Strongly Somewhat

 

 

 

22 

Some people say, “I don’t think that the national government cares very much 
about what people like me think.” Do you agree or disagree? Strongly, or 
somewhat? (Q34)

4.4 Political Alienation

22 
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government decisions? A lot, some, very little or none at all? (Q35)

2009 2010
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CHAPTER 5 
DEMOCRATIC  
INSTITUTIONS
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For each institution please rate its integrity according to this scale: Very High 
Integrity, High Integrity, Neither High nor Low Integrity, Low Integrity, Very Low 

5.1 Integrity of Institutions

High/Very High Neither High nor Low Low/Very Low

Courts of Justice: 
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Police:

 
Military: 

 

23
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24 

 
Election Commission of Thailand (ECT): Similar to the Courts and 

 
Media: 

 

24
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25  
 

 
A new commission called the Independent Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission has been established to investigate the deaths that 
occurred during the April/May 2010 demonstrations. Can you tell me, 
how much you trust the commission: a lot, a little, not much, not at all? 
(Q48) 

25



  |     71

 

26 

26
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Courts of Justice:

 

27 

27

Some people say the democratic institutions in Thailand have become po-
liticized, and are no longer neutral. I will read you a list of institutions and 
for each one please tell me if you think it is generally neutral and unbiased; 
sometimes biased; or often biased. (Q49-54)

5.2 Politicization of Institutions
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Police: 

 
Media:

 

 
Military: 

28 

28
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CHAPTER 6 
COLOR POLITICS
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Politics is complicated in Thailand and it’s impossible to represent all opinion 
in four choices, but if you had to choose one, which of the following would 
most closely describe your opinion? Yellow, very slightly leaning Yellow, very 
slightly leaning Red, Red, No color/neutral, Refused to answer. (Q39)

29

29 

llow ellow Red 
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6.2 Objective of the Yellow 
Movement
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6.3 Objective of the Red Movement

were attempting to promote the formation of a new government, while 
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What will be more important in helping you choose a candidate in the next 

Candidate Selection
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How about a demonstration; over the past two years have you participated in 
any demonstration? (Q32)

6.5 Demonstrations
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Political demonstrations are allowed in most democracies, but in Thailand 
-

onstrations be allowed, or should they be banned? (Q60)

6.6 Banning of Political 
Demonstrations
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30 

 

30



84   |  

 

31 

31

The government has been criticized by some for using force to end the 
demonstrations in May 2010; while others say force was necessary to limit 
damage and restore order. Which is closer to your view? (Q61)

6.7 Use of Force in Demonstrations
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And who do you think was primarily responsible for the deaths in May? Do 
you think it was mostly the demonstrators’ fault for holding an illegal 
demonstration, or mostly the government’s fault for using excessive force to 
end the demonstration? (Q62) 

6.8 Responsibility for Deaths in  
Demonstrations

 

 

32 

32
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Everyone knows about the negative aspects of the demonstrations over the 
past few years and of the ongoing political conflict, but can you think of 

 

6.9 Positive Results of the  
Demonstrations
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What is that? (Q98); Anything else? (Q99)
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How likely do you think it is that there will be more violence related to political 

(Q63)

6.10 Possibility of Renewed Violence
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CHAPTER 7 
POLITICAL CONFLICT 
AND SECURITY
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Which of these phrases best describes the current division or polarization in 
society? (Q56)

7.1 Perspectives on Thai Political  
Polarization
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7.2 Double Standards

 

 

33 

33
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34 

 

34
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Which group is hurt most by double standards? (Q59)

35 

 

35 
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Many people think the army plays too big a role in politics in Thailand, while 
others see the army as an important independent institution that has helped 
safeguard and stabilize the country. Which is closer to your view? (Q65)

7.3 Role of the Army

 

36 

36
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How about the size of the army? Do you think the army is too small, the right 
size, or too big? (Q66)

7.4 Size of the Army 

 

37 

37
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Recently the Army has taken a lead role in ensuring security during 
demonstrations, but in most other countries this role is performed by the 
police. Who do you think should have the primary responsibility for security 
during demonstrations, the army or the police? (Q64) 
 

7.5 Role of the Army in Ensuring  
Security During Demonstrations

 

38 

38 
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How would you rate the security situation in your area: excellent, good, fair, 

7.6 General Security Situation
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Over the last two years, would you say the crime and security situation in 
your area has gotten much better, a little better, a little worse, or much worse? 
(Q68)

39 

 

39



100   |  

 

 

How often do you fear for your own personal safety or security or for that of 
your family these days? Often, sometimes, rarely, or never? (Q69)

7.7 Personal Security Situation
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If you decided to participate in one of the activities I’m going to mention, would 

7.8 Causes of Anxiety
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40
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CHAPTER 8 
OPTIONS FOR  
RECONCILIATION
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Some people have suggested that there must be a reconciliation process to 
reduce conflict in society before elections can be held; while others think 
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(Q81)

8.2 Postponing Elections 

41 

41
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The current government assumed office through normal parliamentary 
procedures rather than elections, so some people say elections should be 
held as soon as possible, while others think it will be important to enact 
necessary reforms before elections are held, or to wait until the current 
government’s term expires. Which is closer to your view? (Q80) 
 

8.3 Timing of Elections

 

42 

42
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If elections were held today, do you think they would be free and fair? (Q55)

8.4 Free and Fair Elections
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In many countries international and local non-partisan election observers 
watch the election process. Would the presence of election observers make 
you a lot more confident that elections would be fair, a little more confident, 
no more confident, or less confident? (Q95) 

8.5 Non-Partisan Election Observers to 
Promote Free and Fair Elections

 
 



110   |  

43  
 

Some people would prefer Thai election observers, while others prefer 
international observers. How about you? Would you prefer Thai observers, 
international observers, or are both equally acceptable? (Q96) 
 

8.6 Nationality of Election Observers

43
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Some people think the current Constitution should be amended to resolve 
the political conflict, while others think that amending the constitution at this 
time will cause more conflict than it will resolve. Which is closer to your 
view? (Q82) 
 

8.7 Amending the Constitution 

 

44  

44
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45 

45

When thinking about possible changes to the constitution, which of these 
options would you prefer? (Q83) 

8.8 How to Amend the Constitution
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On the issue of education and elections, do you know if a bachelor’s degree 
is a minimum requirement for a candidate for Parliament? (Q15)

8.9 Poor Voter Knowledge of the  
Differences between the 2007 and 
1997 Charters
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To improve governance, should a certain level of education be required for 
members of Parliament; or should everyone be able to be a candidate 
regardless of education level? (Q16) 

How about voters? To improve governance, should a certain level of 
education (perhaps a number of years or a high school diploma) be required 
for voters; or should everyone be able to vote regardless of education level? 
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Some politicians have been convicted of crimes, but say that they are 
innocent and that the convictions were politically motivated. To reduce 
political conflict, should these politicians be pardoned, or should their 
convictions stand? (Q84) 
 

8.10 Pardoning Convicted Politicians

 

 

46 

46
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Constitution. Should those pardons be revoked, and the coup-makers 
prosecuted; or to reduce the potential for further political conflict should the 
pardon be kept? (Q85) 
 

8.11 Pardoning Coup Makers
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The Government and Army have been accused by some people of human 
rights abuses during the recent crackdown on demonstrations in Bangkok. 
To reduce political conflict and promote reconciliation should those who are 
threatening to bring charges and lawsuits against the Government and Army 
stop making those threats? (Q86) 
 

8.12 Prosecuting Military for  
Crackdown on Demonstrators

 

47 

47
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48 

48

What about the Red Shirt leaders who have been accused of terrorism; should 

8.13 Prosecuting Reds on Terrorism 
Charges
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terrorism; should the charges against them be dropped to promote political 
reconciliation? (Q88)

8.14 Prosecuting Yellows on Terrorism 
Charges
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Should previously banned politicians be reinstated in the interest of political 
reconciliation? (Q89)

8.15 Reinstating Banned Politicians

49 
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Some people say that one way to reduce tension between urban and rural 
areas and improve governance would be to devolve some powers from the 
central government to local governments and to directly elect governors and 
other local officials (as is done in Bangkok). Other people believe that 
government will be more effective and efficient if centrally controlled. Which 
is closer to your view? (Q90) 
 

8.16 Decentralization to Reduce 
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How about this statement: “Political decentralization might help reduce the 
political conflict between Reds and Yellows.” Do you agree or disagree? 
(Q91) 
 

8.17 Decentralization to Reduce  
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Similarly, some have suggested that political decentralization or limited 
autonomy might help resolve the long-term conflict in Southern Thailand. Do 
you agree or disagree? (Q92) 
 

8.18 Decentralization to Reduce  
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Because of recent events in Thailand, international interest in Thailand has 
increased. Do you think the international community could play a positive role 
in helping to resolve the political impasse in Thailand? (Q93)

8.19 Role of International Community 
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Some countries and multinational organizations have offered to help me-

and the anti-government protesters. Should the government accept these 
offers? (Q94)

8.20 Accepting International 
Assistance
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CHAPTER 9 
POLARIZATION OF 
THAI POLITICS
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Democratic Values 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

How interested are you in politics? Very interested, somewhat interested, not 
very interested, or not interested at all? (Q28)

In the past two years have you attended any political meeting? (Q31)
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1) 
 

2) 
 

3) 
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50 

51 

Despite our differences, as Thais we have many values that unite us. To what 
extent do you agree or disagree? (Q11)

9.1 Unity in Diversity

Strongly Agree

Strongly Agree

Somewhat Agree

Somewhat Agree

50

51
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47 

wants, even if the minority disagrees.” Others say: “It is more important to 

 

9.2 Majority Rule vs. Compromise

52

52 
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On some occasions, democracy doesn’t work. When that happens there are 
people that say we need a strong leader who doesn’t have to be elected 
through voting. Others say that even if things don’t function, democracy is 
always the best. What do you think? (Q12) 
 

9.3 Reaction to Authoritarian Rule
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Many people think the army plays too big a role in politics in Thailand, while 
others see the army as an important independent institution that has helped 
safeguard and stabilize the country. Which is closer to your view? (Q65)  
 

 

53  

53
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Here are two ways of thinking about democratic government: the best 
government will include representatives from all areas of the country and 
levels of society; the best government will be provided by the most intelligent 
and best educated. Which is closer to your view? (Q24) 

9.4 Reaction to Elite Rule

54 

54 
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In your opinion, is Thailand very democratic, somewhat democratic, not quite 
democratic or undemocratic? (Q14)

9.5 Personal Perceptions of Thai  
Democracy

National Very Interested Meeting Participant

 

55 

55
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Generally speaking, do you think things in Thailand today are going in the 
right direction, or do you think they are going in the wrong direction? (Q1)

 

56 

56
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57  

57 
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Thinking about your own personal economic situation now compared to two 
years ago, would you say you are much better off, better off, worse off, 
much worse off or about the same? (Q6) 
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Thinking about the future, do you see the situation in Thailand improving or 
deteriorating over the next year? (Q5)
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9.6 Political Issues
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Some politicians have been convicted of crimes, but say that they are 
innocent and that the convictions were politically motivated. To reduce 
political conflict, should these politicians be pardoned, or should their 
convictions stand? (Q84) 

 

National Very Interested Meeting Participant
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Constitution. Should those pardons be revoked, and the coup-makers 
prosecuted; or to reduce the potential for further political conflict should the 
pardon be kept? (Q85) 

respondents were willing to allow the pardon to rest under the terms of 
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Should previously banned politicians be reinstated in the interest of political 
reconciliation? (Q89)
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Do people feel free to express their political opinions in the area where you 
live? (Q21)

Do you think that all political parties, even the ones most people do not like, 
should be allowed to hold meetings in your area? (Q18)

9.7 Freedom of Speech
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Suppose a friend of yours supported a color movement (red or yellow) that 
most people did not like. Would you accept that, or would it end your 
friendship? (Q20) 

The government has used the Internal Security Act and Emergency Decree 
to restrict or shut down some media (newspapers, magazines, radio and TV 
stations, and websites). Some people think this was necessary to help 
promote social peace and stability; while others think it’s more important to 
let everyone have their say. Which is closer to your opinion? (Q22) 
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Political demonstrations are allowed in most democracies, but in Thailand 
they seem to have caused a lot of conflict in recent years. Should large 
demonstrations be allowed, or should they be banned? (Q60) 

9.8 Freedom to Demonstrate
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The government has been criticized by some for using force to end the 
demonstrations in May 2010; while others say force was necessary to limit 
damage and restore order. Which is closer to your view? (Q61) 
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And who do you think was primarily responsible for the deaths in May? Do 
you think it was mostly the demonstrators fault for holding an illegal 
demonstration, or mostly the government’s fault for using excessive force to 
end the demonstration? (Q62) 
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The Government and Army have been accused by some people of human 
rights abuses during the recent crackdown on demonstrations in Bangkok. 
To reduce political conflict and promote reconciliation should those who are 
threatening to bring charges and lawsuits against the Government and Army 
stop making those threats? (Q86) 

58  

 

58
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What about the Red Shirt leaders who have been accused of terrorism? 
Should charges against them be dropped to promote political reconciliation? 
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terrorism? Should the charges against them be dropped to promote political 
reconciliation? (Q88)
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Some people have suggested that there must be a reconciliation process to 
reduce conflict in society before elections can be held; while others think 
reconciliation is not possible until elections have been held. What do you 

 

9.9 Elections
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What will be more important in helping you choose a candidate in the next 
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When thinking about possible changes to the Constitution, which of these 
options would you prefer? (Q83) 
 

9.10 Constitutional Amendments

59 

59
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Some people say that one way to reduce tension between urban and rural 
areas and improve governance would be to devolve some powers from the 
central government to local governments and to directly elect governors and 
other local officials (as is done in Bangkok). Other people believe that 
government will be more effective and efficient if centrally controlled. Which 
is closer to your view? (Q90) 

9.11 Decentralization
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9.12 Summary Analysis of  
Polarization Data60 
Democratic Values 

 

 

 

 

60
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Political Issues 
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the 2007 Constitution, reverting to the 1997 Constitution, or drafting a 

 



162   |  

Consensus and Color Polarization in Thai Society 
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Appendix 1
Media Exposure and Information Sources
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When thinking about possible changes to the Constitution, which of these op-
tions would you prefer? (Q83)

During what time do you regularly watch TV (one or two responses are 
allowed)? (Q103) 

2009 2010
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Which TV channel do you watch most often? (Q101)

Is there any other TV channel that you watch often in second place? (Q102)

How many days a week do you listen to the radio? (Q104)

National Urban Rural
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During what time do you regularly listen to the radio (one or two responses 

Can you read Thai? (Q108)

2009 2010

Yes No
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How often do you normally read a newspaper? (Q109)
 

Normally, what source of information do you mainly use to get news about 
what is happening in the country? (Q110)

And what is the second source? (Q111)

2009 2010
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Appendix 2
Survey Methodology
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Stratification 

 

 

 

sample of 100 to the new stratum made up of the three southernmost 
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Selecting the Sample Provinces 

 

 

2 Central    11,165,157   272

3 North    11,879,369   289

 

5 Northeast   21,442,693   523

Total         1600

Table 1: Sample Size by Region, 2010 Survey

Region  Population61 Proportional 
Sample for 

Region

Region Name

61
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Selection number k = random start + (k-1) x skip interval, for k=1,2, ...n 
 

 

 
Sample Design for the New Region 
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2 Central   Suphan Buri        844,498        1                    45

2 Central   Sing Buri        215,551        1       45
3 North   Chiang Rai     1,227,317        1                    50

   Phet         726,213        1       50

4 South Nakhon      Srithammarat 
   ithammarat
   Thammarat    1,513,163        2                    60
4 South   Surat Thani        983,486        1       30
4 South   Phuket         327,006        1       30
4 South   Songkhla     1,335,768        1                    30
4 South   Trang         614,869        1       30

5 Northeast  Sakon Nakhon     1,116,034        1                     85

5 Northeast  Nakhon 

5 Northeast  Buri Ram     1,541,650        1                    85
5 Northeast  Surin      1,375,560        1                    85

           1,600

62             Size   Size

62
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Weighting of Survey results 

 
Margin of Error 
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Sample size            Margin of error      Sample size Margin of error


