	
	Legal Notice 

	Daily Southeast Asia Snapshots

March 28, 2013


	[image: image1.png]LIBRARY OF
CONGRESS




Daily Southeast Asia Snapshots

for Congressional, CRS and FRD staff

[Internal official use only as materials may be subject to copyright]

LOC-Jakarta


	ASEAN & APEC

	Awards For Asean Heroes
New Strait Times (03/28/13)

FA of Malaysia (FAM) president Sultan Ahmad Shah and former Asean Football Federation (AFF) president Tengku Ahmad Rithauddeen will be honoured with top awards at the inaugural AFF Awards 2013 in Kuantan on March 27. Tengku Ahmad Rithauddeen, who was AFF president from 1996 to 2011, will receive the AFF Life Service Award. He is credited to have led AFF's revival in 1996, playing a major role in the organisation's success over the years, including hosting the AFF Suzuki Cup. He is also AFF's honorary life president. Sultan Ahmad Shah, who is also the AFF president, will be conferred the Asean Goodwill Award.


	Apec: Significant Imbalances Persist
The Star (03/25/13)

Growing pressure on currencies and capital in post global financial crisis period has the potential to restrict trade and investment, according to Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (Apec) executive director Dr Alan Bollard. He said in a statement issued by the Apec secretariat that this is prompting Apec economies to expand their work on addressing tariffs and behind-the-border barriers to include third generation' issues to ensure resilient growth in the region. He described the challenges that Asia-Pacific economies faced in the management of trade and capital flows in Hong Kong at an Asia-Pacific investment conference.

 


	BRUNEI DARUSSALAM

	Costly Balai Budaya Plans Shelved
The Brunei Times (03/27/13)

Plans to build a Balai Budaya (Cultural Hall) have been shelved after consultants said the project would cost a staggering $82 million. The plans were quickly dropped after discussions with the Department of Economic Planning and Development, the Minister of Culture, Youth and Sports said, adding that the ministry would press on with more urgent matters.


	Economic Diversification Yet To Be Achieved: MIPR Chief
The Brunei Times (03/27/13)
Brunei’s efforts at diversifying its economy has yet to see success with statistics showing that the non-oil and gas industry contributed little to the Sultanate's gross domestic product (GDP) in 2011, said the minister of Industry and Primary Resources yesterday. Efforts to diversify the economy had been included in the Second National Development Plan (RKN) of 1962-1966 and continue until today, said Yang Berhormat Pehin Orang Kaya Seri Utama Dato Seri Setia Hj Yahya Begawan Mudim Dato Paduka Hj Bakar.


	BURMA/MYANMAR

	Southeast Asia Snapshot 27 Mar 13

SEP20130327032007 Southeast Asia - OSC Summary in English 27 Mar 13

Burma: Burmese media have reported that violence against the Muslim minority group in Burma has spread beyond the Mandalay Region. One report, quoting a resident of Bago, a region located some 80 kilometers northeast of Rangoon, said Muslim homes and businesses in the region were ransacked by Buddhist mobs numbering in their hundreds on the night of 25 March. Seven houses, several shops, cars and a mosque were reportedly destroyed and one man who was sleeping inside the mosque at the time of the attack was hospitalized. On 25 March, the United States Embassy in Rangoon also issued a warning to American citizens to avoid the Mingalar Market/Yuzana Plaza area east of Kandawgyi Lake in Rangoon after "a fight broke out in that area... resulting in a heavy police presence. Many shops have closed."

(SEP20130326095010 Oslo Democratic Voice of Burma Online in English -- English-language version of the website of a radio station run by a Norway-based nonprofit Burmese media organization and Burmese exiles. Carries audio clips of previously broadcast programs. One of the more reputable sources in the Burmese exile media, focusing on political, economic, and social issues; URL: http://www.dvb.no).


	President Thein Sein Takes Tough Approach On Religious Riots
Eleven Myanmar (03/27/13)
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President Thein Sein and Mr. Vijay Nambiar at the President Palace in Nay Pyi Taw (Photo/ President Office Website)

The government will expose and punish those who inflamed the Meikhtila riot and caused it to spreads to other regions in the name of religion, President Thein Sein told a United Nations envoy this week. Vijay Nambiar, the UN Secretary-General’s special advisor on Myanmar, visited the president on March 25 in Nay Pyi Taw after travelling to areas hit by religious riots last week in Mandalay Region. Violence erupted from an argument in Meikhtila town and mobs ignored solving the dispute in a legal manner, the president said. Nambiar said the government alone could not restore peace and stability and it called for public participation.


	Government’s Poor Management Of Riots Leads To Anarchy In Myanmar
Eleven Myanmar (03/27/13)

On the late morning of March 20, a dispute occurred in a jewelry store in Meikhtila town, Mandalay Region, while a family of three tried to sell a piece of jewelry that was damaged while its value was being appraised. A verbal argument between the store’s owner, his staff and the customers turned physical and the customers were hospitalized. By early afternoon a group of about 200 people gathered outside the store and later – after hearing a rumor that one of customers had died in the hospital –  destroyed the shop and nearby buildings. Police arrived soon after and tried to control the situation.


	More Anti-Muslim Riots Reported Overnight
The Irrawaddy (03/27/13)

Mobs rampaged through Muslim neighborhoods in two more townships in Pegu Division on March 26 night, a day after similar attacks were carried out in several other communities in the same area. The incidents, which continued into Wednesday morning, took place in Zigon and Nattalin townships, located about 100 miles (160 km) north of Rangoon. Local police confirmed that several buildings, including mosques, had been ransacked, but no casualties or cases of arson were reported. An officer at the Nattalin Police Station told The Irrawaddy that a mob had begun attacking a mosque and buildings in Muslim neighborhood at around 10 pm on March 26. 


	Myanmar Showcases Army Might As Unrest Spreads
The Nation (03/28/13)
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Aung San Suu Kyi joined Myanmar’s generals at an annual military parade for the first time March 27 as the army put on a show of strength in the face of spreading sectarian bloodshed. Her symbol-laden appearance at the Armed Forces Day parade in the capital Naypyidaw underscored the country’s startling transformation since the former junta ceded power to a reformist government two years ago. It comes as President Thein Sein grapples with deadly Buddhist-Muslim violence that has left 40 people dead in the past week and prompted the former general to declare a state of emergency and send out troops to restore order. Just hours after the parade, a mosque and Muslim homes were destroyed by hundreds of people in the town of Zeegone about 150 kilometres (90 miles) north of the country’s main city Yangon, according to police and local residents.


	CAMBODIA


	Illegal Migration Ticking Up
Phnom Penh Post (03/272013)                         

Illegal migration is on the rise, but human trafficking cases appear to be declining, according to the government’s annual labour migration report, released yesterday. Speaking at the start of a three-day workshop held at the Ministry of Interior that involving embassies, NGOs and government officials, Chou Bun Eng, secretary of state at the Interior Ministry admitted that much remained to be done to crack down on risky illegal migration.


	Construction Begins At Bloody Eviction Site
Phnom Penh Post (03/27/2013)
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More than four years after the violent forced eviction of about 800 families from Dey Krahorm in the capital’s high-rent Tonle Bassac commune, small-scale construction is finally beginning on the site.


	Daily Press Summary

American Embassy

Phnom Penh, Cambodia

March 27, 2013

All major local media outlets

Only CPP can maintain peace and stability:  Prime Minister Hun Sen said yesterday that only the Cambodian People's Party (CCP) is able to ensure and maintain lasting political stability and peace in the country. He further said that development can't be achieved without peace. He appealed to all people to vote for his ruling CPP in the upcoming election.  He went on to say he has led the country for 34 years and sacrificed everything for the people.  

Minimum wage for garment workers is not final: Prime Minister Hun Sen publicly announced yesterday that the recent minimum wage increase agreement for garment workers to $80 was not final. "We will continue discussions involving the three parties to talk about minimum wage issues in our garment sector," he said.  Chea Mony, the president of the Free Trade Union of Workers of Cambodia, recently asked Hun Sen to increase the salary of garment and footwear workers to $100 per month.

Still no positive sign for Sam Rainsy's return: There remains no positive sign from the Cambodian government that exiled opposition leader Sam Rainsy would be able to return to Cambodia before the national election on July 28.  Foreign Minister Hor Namhong told Australian Ambassador to Cambodia, Penny Richards, during a meeting yesterday that the upcoming election will still be conducted freely and fairly despite the absence of opposition party leader, Sam Rainsy. Hor Namhong said that Sam Rainsy is not a political prisoner, and that he was involved in criminal charges.

Government urges for trial to speed up: A top Cambodian official said he was worried that two Khmer Rouge leaders are getting old and could die before they see the end of their trials at the UN-backed tribunal. Foreign Minister Hor Namhong told Australian Ambassador Penny Richards yesterday that the age of the two defendants-Nuon Chea and Khieu Samphan-was a growing concern, following the death this month of Ieng Sary, a spokesman said. The three were on trial for atrocity crimes, including genocide, for their leadership of the regime. "The court is of course aware that the defendants are of advanced ages and that it is necessary to ensure that we have expedited proceedings," tribunal spokesman Lars Olsen said. "At the same time we cannot cut corners just because defendants are old people, because they still have the same rights as any other defendants in criminal trials, regardless of the fact that they are old."

National News Agency (AKP) 

Military officers discuss national defense strategy documents:

Cambodia's senior military officers, with cooperation and support from the U.S. Defense Institution Reform Initiative (DIRI), are gathering in Siem Reap province from March 25 to 28 to discuss and finalize the draft documents for a national defense strategy. The 4-day consultative meeting aims to discuss draft documents, including those addressing border defense, peacekeeping operations, counter-terrorism, oceanic security, military structure reform, international cooperation, humanitarian aid, and disaster management. 

Voice of America Khmer

No complaint against Hun Sen's deal with the mining company: The head of Cambodia's Anti-Corruption Unit (ACU), Om Yentieng, said there are no complaints filed at the agency against Prime Minister Hun Sen, following a news report in Australia claiming BHP Billiton, a mining company, may have engaged in unfair practices with the premier. BHP Billiton is being investigated in Australia and the U.S. for corruption in Cambodia and China. According to the Australian newspaper The Age, BHP officials in Phnom Penh sought a meeting with Hun Sen in 2006 to "go to the next level and close the deal" as it sought exploration rights. Preap Kol, who leads the Cambodian office for Transparency International, said the Cambodian government has granted licenses to mining companies like BHP Billiton, but such deals are not done transparently.

Rasmei Kampuchea Daily 

NRP to hold congress with 10,000 supporters:  Phnom Penh governor Kep Chuktema rejected a request by opposition party National Rescue Party (NRP) to use the public park of Wat Botom to hold its national congress on April 7. The governor requested that the party find a new private location in order to hold the congress. NRP senior official, Eng Chhay Ieng, said that the party has found a new location on the outskirts of Phnom Penh to hold the congress for its 10,000 supporters.


	INDONESIA

	Southeast Asia Snapshot 27 Mar 13

SEP20130327032007 Southeast Asia - OSC Summary in English 27 Mar 13

Indonesia: President Calls Cebongan Prison Raid Attack on State Authority -- Indonesia President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono said on 26 March that last week's raid on the Cebongan Prison in the former Indonesian capital of Yogyakarta was an attack on state authority. A group of armed and masked men raided the Cebongan Prison on 23 March and killed four inmates, who were allegedly involved in the killing of a member of an army special force sergeant in a café days earlier. The president also instructed the Commander of the Defense Forces, Admiral Agus Suhartono, to assure that all his subordinates will give full cooperation to help the police bring the perpetrators of this attack to justice.

(SEP20130326961119 Jakarta ANTARA Online in English -- English-language version of the website of the government-owned news agency; URL: http://www.antara.co.id/en).

Related articles:

· Yogyakarta police denies Komnas HAM access to jail

	Southeast Asia Snapshot 27 Mar 13

SEP20130327032007 Southeast Asia - OSC Summary in English 27 Mar 13

Indonesia: Costs of Staple Foods Soar Due To Import Restrictions -- Prices of staple foods in Indonesia, including soy beans, beef, garlic, onions and sugar, have been increasing sharply, causing inflation to rise to the highest level in almost two years in February. Critics attributed the price increase to the Indonesian Government's import policy, which restricts imports of certain vegetables and fruits in the name of self-sufficiency and to protect local producers. They said the import restrictions have led to cartels, with large players hoarding their stocks to drive up prices for more profits. Some also argued that the Agriculture Ministry should have been able to do a better job of predicting when stocks of such commodities would rise and fall, depending on harvests. 

(SEP20130327032003 Singapore The Straits Times Online in English -- Website of Singapore's highest circulation daily newspaper, owned by the publicly listed Singapore Press Holdings Group, which has close links to the ruling People's Action Party. Known for in-depth coverage of national and regional issues. Caters to an English-speaking audience and has a pro-government editorial policy; URL: http://www.straitstimes.com/Home.html).


	Papua’s politics, a case of ‘homo homini lupus’
Jakarta Post (03/28/13)
Describing the violent political situation affecting his people, a young indigenous Papuan man quoted a Latin saying: Homo homini lupus.
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Going home: Soldiers carry the body of one of the victims of an ambush at Sentani airport, Feb. 24. Authorities said the military wing of the Free Papua Movement (OPM) attacked soldiers and civilians in Sinak in Puncak regency and Tingginambut, Puncak Jaya regency. Eight soldiers and four civilians died in the attack. (Antara/Anang Budiono)


	MK rules DPD can now join legislative process
Jakarta Post (03/28/13)

The Constitutional Court has accepted a request from the Regional Representative Council (DPD), which demanded the body to be given the same lawmaking authority as the House of Representatives.

	LAOS

	Climate Change Mitigation Initiatives To Benefit Women
Vientiane Times (03/28/2013)

Recognising that women can be powerful agents of change in promoting climate change responses, the Asian Development Bank (ADB), with support from the Nordic Development Fund, has been implementing a regional project titled Harnessing Climate Change Mitigation Initiatives to Benefit Women.


	President Promulgates Three Laws 

Vientiane Times (03/28/2013)

President Choummaly Sayasone recently signed ordinances to promulgate the coming into effect of three laws, bringing the total number of laws in Laos to more than 90. The promulgation of the three laws (two newly-amended and one new law) will boost Laos' efforts to develop the nation as a state governed by the rule of law, which it is hoped will be achieved by 2020.


	Sam Sang Directive To Be Deeply Implemented: Minister 

Vientiane Times (03/28/13)

A lack of concrete devolution of responsibilities, and regulations and experience in this regard, has resulted in shortcomings in the Sam Sang (Three Builds) directive of the information, culture and tourism sectors. The Ministry of Information, Culture and Tourism reached the conclusion at a meeting which opened yesterday to review the sector's implementation of the six-month first phase of the pilot project of the Three Builds directive.
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Prof. Dr Bosengkham Vongdara chairs the meeting.


	MALAYSIA

	Press Office

Embassy of the United States of America

376 Jalan Tun Razak

P.O. Box 10035

50700 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

March 27, 2013

The Malaysian Insider

Manila tells Filipinos to drop Malaysia when referring to Sabah
Manila has given directives to all its agencies and Filipinos to call Sabah as a state that is not a part of Malaysian territory in a move that will spark concerns here of a possible push to revive the country's claim over the eastern Malaysian state.


	Need To Buy New Ships, Aircraft
New Straits Times (03/28/2013)
PM says government has identified maritime and aerospace industries as key sectors to support. The Langkawi International Maritime and Aerospace exhibition is poised to become a gateway for defence spending by the Asian market, Datuk Seri Najib Razak said yesterday. The prime minister said the exhibition was well situated to take advantage of the growth in military spending in Southeast Asia which went up by 13.5 per cent last year, with Asian defence spending set to overtake Europe for the first time.

 


	A-G Will Set Guidelines On Caretaker Govt, Says Nazri
New Straits Times (03/27/2013)
The Attorney-General's Chambers (AGC) has been asked to set the guidelines on the conduct of a caretaker government in view of the Negri Sembilan state legislative assembly's dissolution tomorrow. Minister in the Prime Minister's Department Datuk Seri Mohd Nazri Abdul Aziz yesterday said that the caretaker government's guidelines should be based on the conventions set by countries like Australia and the United Kingdom.


	Jolo Money Trail Uncovered
New Straits Times (03/27/2013)

A Money trail which links armed intruders from Jolo, southern Philippines, and several individuals in Sandakan and Semporna has been detected by the authorities. Deputy Inspector General of Police Tan Sri Khalid Abu Bakar said the transactions were detected via close monitoring of the terrorist group following the launch of Ops Daulat on March 5.


	PHILIPPINES

	Chinese Navy Sails To Disputed Islands
Inquirer.net (03/28/2013)

China’s increasingly powerful navy paid a symbolic visit to the country’s southernmost territorial claim deep in the South China Sea this week as part of military drills in the disputed Spratly islands involving amphibious landings and aircraft. 


	It’s Now Or Never For MILF
Inquirer.net (03/28/2013)
The Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) wants the peace deal with the government sealed before the term of President Benigno Aquino III ends in 2016, saying that beyond that would jeopardize the chances of having lasting peace in Mindanao. The MILF also warned that any delay in the peace talks could lead to a resumption of fighting in Mindanao. 


	Palace Urged To First Meet With Sulu Sultan Before Reclaiming Sabah 

Philstar (03/28/2013)
The sultanate of Sulu yesterday urged Malacañang to first neet with Sulu Sultan Jamalul Kiram III before making any formal effort to reclaim Sabah. Sultanate spokesman Abraham Idjirani said cooperation between Malacañang and the sultanate would strengthen the Philippine claim over Sabah.
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	Palace Won’t Protest Chinese Naval Drills
Manila Standard Today (03/27/2013)
Malacanang said on Tuesday it would not protest the naval drills right being conducted by the Chinese Navy right at the northern backdoor near the Babuyan Islands even as Southeast Asian neighbor Vietnam complained that Chinese military vessels fired on Vietnamese fishermen in another part of the South China Sea.


	Group Wants To Take Fight For Maids' Rights To UN
abs-cbnnews (03/27/2013)

Filipino domestic helpers are dismayed with the decision of Hong Kong's Court of Final Appeal to deny residency to two long-time domestic workers.Had the court issued a favorable ruling, this would mean domestic workers would have the right to look for alternative employment, stay in Hong Kong even without a contract and even bring their children to the territory.


	SINGAPORE

	Help S’poreans See Value Of Immigrants
Raymond Ng, Today Online (03/28/13)
Having been a globetrotter for 25 years, I believe that we need talent. The problem I see is the weakness in tracking and monitoring the absolute dollar contributions of our foreign talents.


	MG Ng Chee Meng Is New Chief Of Defence Force For SAF
Channelnewsasia (03/27/13)

Major-General Ng Chee Meng is the new Chief of Defence Force (CDF), taking over from Lieutenant-General Neo Kian Hong on Wednesday.


	Obama to host PM Lee at White House on April 2
Today Online (03/27/13)

The White House says that United States President Barack Obama will meet next month with Singapore’s Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong.
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United States President Barack Obama meeting with Singapore Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong in Singapore on Nov 14, 2009. Photo: AP

The two leaders will meet at the White House on April 2 to discuss economic and political issues affecting the Asia-Pacific region and ways the two countries can collaborate.


	S’pore Aims For Up To 15.5m Tourists This Year
Today Online (03/28/13)

The Republic expects overseas visitor arrivals to grow at a slower pace of between 2.8 and 7.6 per cent this year, hurt by a tight domestic labour market that has made it harder for firms to expand, the Singapore Tourism Board (STB) said yesterday.


	THAILAND

	Dems To 'Keep Pressure On'
The Nation (03/28/13)
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Democrat MP Atavit Suwannapakdee

The Democrats do not expect that the House debate will spell defeat for the Bt2-trillion borrowing bill, given the ruling coalition's majority, but they are hopeful that their arguments will raise social awareness and win public support for investment checks-and-balances.


	Special Admin Zone For South Not On The Agenda
The Nation (03/27/13)

Ahead of its dialogue with separatists today, National Security Council (NSC) secretary-general Paradorn Pattanata-butr yesterday dismissed as untrue a report that the Barisan Revolusi Nasional (BRN) had prepared a preliminary nine-point proposal. Paradorn said the report was in fact released by a group that disagreed with the dialogue campaigns in the region for a decade and has seen no evidence of a decline in people smuggling.


	Minister Faces Headon Clashes Over P4P
The Nation (03/28/13)                                      

Public Health Minister Pradit Sinthawanarong has been on a hot seat since his ministry introduced the Pay-for-Performance (P4P) concept for its medical staff. The scheme is getting full support from medical workers who work in cities and towns, as they stand to enjoy better pay for the workload they shoulder. But those working in rural areas are against it, saying many of their colleagues will be lured to work in urban hospitals.
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Thailand: Midyear Army Reshuffle Announced -- Lieutenant General Pricha Chan-ocha, commander of the 3rd Army Corps and younger brother of Thai army chief Prayut Chan-ocha, has been appointed commander of the 3rd Army Region in Thailand's midyear military reshuffle as expected. The royal command appointing high-ranking military officials was issued on 25 March and countersigned by Prime Minister Yinglak Chinnawat. The appointments, which were publicly announced on 26 March, take effect from 1 April. Another key appointment made in the midyear reshuffle is the appointment of Lt Gen Sakon Chuentrakun, an army specialist, to be the 4th Army Region commander, putting him in charge of military operations in the three conflict-ridden southernmost provinces.

(SEP20130326961050 Bangkok Bangkok Post Online in English -- Website of a daily newspaper widely read by the foreign community in Thailand with conservative stance typically critical of former Prime Minister Thaksin Chinnawat and the ruling Phuea Thai Party; provides good coverage on Indochina; URL: http://www.bangkokpost.com).

Thailand: Former PM Thaksin Urges Govt MPs To Push Borrowing Bills Through -- Ousted prime minister Thaksin Chinnawat warned on 26 March of rising political tension over the 2-trillion-baht (approximately $68 billion) borrowing bill and the proposed amendments of the 2007 constitution.  During a Skype session with MPs from the ruling Phuea Thai Party, an unnamed source said Thaksin asked all the MPs to devote themselves to pushing these two contentious items through parliament and told them to make sure that a quorum is met when votes are called for these items.  Another unnamed source, who reportedly met Thaksin in Hong Kong last weekend, also said the former prime minister has stressed the need for government whips to do their jobs robustly.

(SEP20130326961245 Bangkok Bangkok Post Online in English -- Website of a daily newspaper widely read by the foreign community in Thailand with conservative stance typically critical of former Prime Minister Thaksin Chinnawat and the ruling Phuea Thai Party; provides good coverage on Indochina; URL: http://www.bangkokpost.com).


	BANGKOK

THAI POLITICAL ISSUES IN THE PRESS

March 27, 2013

Issue:  Two-Trillion Baht Loan Bill

Thaksin Orders Puea Thai MPs’ Support 

Former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra reportedly Skyped into the March 26 meeting of the Puea Thai Party, demanding all party MPs attend the House debate scheduled for March 28-29 on the two trillion baht loan bill.  In this 10-minute Skype call, he threatened to take measures against PT MPs failing to attend the debate, as their absence could disrupt the discussion.  Thaksin also reiterated his wish to see this loan bill and the three proposed constitutional amendment bills (debate scheduled for April 1-2) to pass the first reading in the House before the end of the current session on April 18. 
Context: Thaksin’s recent Skype calls have made headlines in the last few weeks.  Media widely reported that Thaksin Skyped into the Puea Thai meeting on March 19, ordering the party to amend the constitution on an article-by-article basis. On March 20, coalition MPs and senators submitted three constitutional amendment bills to the President of the House.  On March 25, a senator said he would file charges against Thaksin for these calls, which may be interpreted as unconstitutional interference with the government.  

Issue:  Mid-Year Military Reshuffle 

Mid-Year Military Reshuffle Announced Ahead of Schedule

The mid-year military reshuffle of 232 military officers received royal endorsement March 26 and will become effective on April 1.  Among the significant transfers were 1) LTG Preecha Chan-ocha’s promotion as the Commander of the 3rd Army Area, 2), LTG Sakol Chuentrakool’s ascension as the Commander of the 4th Army Area, 3) LTG Walit Rojanaphakdi’s promotion as the Commander of the 1st Army Corps, and 4) MG Sathit Phittharat’s rise as the Commander of the 3rd Army Corps.   Also, certain commanders, who will retire at the end of September, were transferred to the post of Army Special Expert to enable their promotion to the rank of General, such as LTG Chanchainarong Thanarun, former commander of the 3rd army area and LTG Udomchai Thammasarorat, former commander of the 4th army area. 

Context:  The Thai military’s major annual reshuffle occurs September 1, with the April 1 mid-year reshuffle traditionally focusing on more junior assignments. While the change in several major commands is notable, the reshuffle was conducted in a smooth fashion and ahead of schedule.  The Thai air force and navy reshuffles also occurred, but were not as remarkable as the army’s list.  LTG Preecha is the younger brother of Royal Thai Army Commander in Chief GEN Prayut Chan-ocha.


	VIETNAM

	Daily News Highlight  

American Embassy

Hanoi, Vietnam

March 28, 2013

● ITEMS OF U.S. INTEREST ●
U.S. Department of State Spokesperson Patrick Ventrell on March 26 stated that the United States is concerned by reports of an incident between a Chinese vessel and a Vietnamese fishing boat that resulted in the Vietnamese boat catching fire. “As a Pacific nation, the U.S. has a national interest in the maintenance of peace and stability, respect for international law, freedom of navigation, and unimpeded lawful commerce in the South China Sea. So we strongly oppose the threat or use of force or coercion by any claimant to advance its claims in the South China Sea,” said Patrick Ventrell. He also stressed that incidents like these underline the need for a code of conduct, so that these can be dealt with “in a transparent and rules-based way.” (National dailies Tuoi Tre, Thanh Nien) http://www.thanhnien.com.vn/pages/20130328/quoc-te-lo-ngai-hanh-dong-vo-nhan-dao-cua-trung-quoc.aspx
The Vietnam Veterans of America Foundation under the International Centre (IC-VVAF) and the Geneva International Centre for Humanitarian Demining (GICHD) will work with Vietnam in effectively overcoming bomb and mine aftermaths. To this effect, a memorandum of understanding (MOU) was signed in Hanoi on March 27 between IC-VVAF, GICHD and the State Steering Committee on National Action Program on settling consequences caused by unexploded ordnance (UXO), also known as the Steering Board 504.  Under the MOU, by 2015, the two centers will provide consultations to help Vietnam continue the effective implementation of the action program on overcoming UXO consequences as well as improving the country’s capacity in this work.  They will assist Vietnam in building an information management system and other systems necessary for plan-making and effective coordination among the involved sides. (Vietnam News Agency)

http://en.vietnamplus.vn/Home/Vietnam-strengthens-intl-cooperation-in-demining/20133/32876.vnplus
   

● INTERNATIONAL MEDIA ●
A Vietnamese court will try Mr. Doan Van Vuon and some of his relatives from April 2-10 on charges of murder and resisting public officials on duty. Mr. Vuon and his relatives used guns to fight against the local authorities as they tried to remove the family in a land clearance process in Tien Lang district, Haiphong in February 2012. On March 27, Ms. Pham Thi Hien, Mr. Vuon’s sister-in-law, said her family will win in the trial if justice is observed. “If they [the court] follow the law, we are 100 percent sure that we will win.  But with what has happened in the last more than a year, with the way they have done it, we are very concerned and wondering if we normal citizens can find justice or not.  However, with all the legal documents, we think they cannot do anything to us.  But, in order for that to succeed, there are considerable contributions from the voice of the people, of the general public,” Ms. Hien said. (VOA) http://www.voatiengviet.com/content/gia-dinh-doan-van-vuon-tin-se-thang-kien-neu-cong-ly-duoc-ton-trong/1629661.html
● DOMESTIC MEDIA ●
The amended constitution must reflect the aspiration of the whole Party and people, President Truong Tan Sang said at a conference held by the central committee of the Vietnam Fatherland Front on March 27. As the constitution is a fundamental law demonstrating the will and interests of the whole nation, the work of collecting opinions to the draft amendments to the 1992 Constitution is very important, Sang told participants, who are intellectuals, lawyers, religious dignitaries and representatives of ethnic minorities nationwide. (Vietnam News Agency)

http://en.vietnamplus.vn/Home/New-constitution-must-reflect-Party-and-peoples-aspiration/20133/32882.vnplus
● BLOGS AND SOCIAL NETWORKING SITES ●
By escalating step by step, China has turned Vietnam’s territorial waters into disputed waters which are then turned into China’s territorial waters. Vietnam has not reacted to China’s illegal actions in the East Sea [South China Sea], except the Foreign Ministry spokesperson’s perfunctory protests, while Vietnamese Party and State leaders have not yet taken any action. If China continues to fire at Vietnamese fishermen, what will these leaders do to protect the fishermen? If they can’t protect their fishermen from fishing legally in Vietnam’s territorial waters, should they continue to be leaders? (Ba Sam blog, March 27)

http://anhbasam04.blogspot.com/2013/03/tin-thu-tu-27-03-2013.html
● LINKS OF INTEREST ●
Multi-Billion Dollar Projects Unnamed in Official Reports

http://english.vietnamnet.vn/fms/business/69788/multi-billion-dollar-projects-unnamed-in-official-reports.html
VN Needs More Female Politicians

http://english.vietnamnet.vn/fms/government/69813/vn-needs-more-female-politicians.html
Vietnam from Top to Bottom

http://au.totaltravel.yahoo.com/news-opinions/news/a/-/16449647/vietnam-from-top-to-bottom/
The role of the army in Constitution in discussion
VietNamNet Bridge (03/28/13)

The army is always associated with the regime, the regime is under the Communist Party’s leadership. If the army is not politicized, it will become the robot army, the mercenaries, said Major General, Professor Bui Phan Ky, an expert of the Defense Strategy Institute at a recent seminar for comments on the draft Constitution organized by the People's Army Newspaper in Hanoi.
Gender equality key to nation's progress
VietNamNet Bridge (03/28/13)

Nong Thi Tuoi, 16, in the northern province of Cao Bang, had to leave school to look after her five younger brothers and sisters. She is one of millions in the nation cursed by inequality and male violence in an outdated patriarchal system.
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