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workshop on 9" October 2006, Then. on 3" August 2007, the Prime Minister issued Directive
Mo 19/2007/CT-TTg on Preparing the Population and Housing Census at 00,00 hours of 1"
April 2009, In accordance with this Directive, the Ministry of Planning and Investment
{General Statistics Office) was responsible for chairing and coordinating with related line
ministries, agencies and localities to rapidly prepare for the census. On 16" October 2008,
the Seeretariat of the Central Party promulgated Directive No. 27-CT/TW on Successfully
Leading the 2009 Population and Housing Census.

The data collection of the census was conducted from April | to 20 2009. Nearly 300
thousand people were recruited to work as enumerators, team leaders and supervisors.
Enumerators visited every houschold in the country to interview and fill in the
questionnaires. Preliminary result of the census was collated from information collected
from these enumerators, including total, male, female, urban and rural populations in each
province/eity. Data from a |5 percemt sample is being processed directly after the
completion of the census fieldwork and will be publicized by the end of 2009, The completed
result of the 2009 census will bereleased by mid 2010,

Aiming at the timely provision of the preliminary result and the basic information of
the 2009 Census to data users, the Central Population and Housing Census Steering
Ce ittee has compiled and published the first report titled “The 2009 Vietnam Population




THE 2009 VIETNAM POPULATION AND HOUSING CENSUS

and Housing Census of  00.00 hours " April 2009 Implementation and Preliminary
Result”, The report consists of two parts:
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Population Fund (UNFPA) in Vietnam and other international organizations. The Central
Population and Housing Census Steering Committee would like to express sincere gratitude
for this valuable and efficient assistance.

The Census will provide the basic information for the assessment of the
implementation of the 2001-2010 socio ic develop plans; the-formation of the
2011-2020national and local soci ic devel plans, and as well as it is very

helpful for rescarch purposes and other uses which aim at bringing about prosperity for the
country and happiness for its people.

g

Va Hong Phuc
MINISTER OF THE MINISTRY OF PLANNING AND INVESTMENT
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Urban population” 35374262 |
Rural population 60415311
Percentage of urban population 29.6

ANNUAL GROWTH RATE, 1999-2009

Whole country 1.2
Urban area 34
Rural area 04
Northern Midlands and Mountain Areas 1.0
Red River Delta 09
Morth Central Area and Central Coastal Area 04
Central Highlands 23
South East 32
Mekong River Delta 0.6
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PART I: CENSUS IMPLEMENTATION
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implementation of the United Nations Millennium Devel Goals itted to by the

Government of Vietnam.

Compared with the previous censuses, the scale of the 2009 census was much larger
in scale of coverage and population size. The census has been received with interest and
guidance from the Party and the State as well as with support from the public. The 2009
census has learmt from the experiences of past censuses, especially those of 1989 and 1999.
The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) has provided technical and financial
assistance to some important activities of the census. It is third time UNFPA has supported a
population census of Vietnam,

1. Census Planning and Preparation

L1 Census planning

The preparation of the census started early with the holding of a users' workshop on 9*
October 2006, Based on the information from that workshop, topics for the census were
drafted. Two new strategies were also proposed and applied for the 2009 census. Firstly, a
survey of 15 percent of the national lation has been included in the census to expand the

"y

census coverage and reduce the cost. The sample will provide data representing the district
level. The survey sample size of the 1989 and 1999 censuses were 5% and 3% respectively,
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providing data only at the province level. Secondly, Intelligent Character Recognition (ICR)
hns been adopted for data capture instead of manual data entry via keyboard. This
technolog
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related line minisiries, agencies and localities to rapidly prepare for the census.

With technical and financial support from the United Mations Population Fund
[UNFPA}’ , the GSO created a plan for the 2009 Population and Housing Census and a plan
for a publicity campaign for the census. Two booklets of publicity material were drafted,
printed and distributed to related line ministries and provinces from the beginning of 2008,
Questionnaires and census materials were designed and used in conducting 3 pre-tests
before a census pilot. After cach test and the pilot. evaluation workshops were held to draw
from the expenience for the future. The questionnaire of the third pre-test and the census
pilot were used for testing the new ICR technology.

The Prime Mimister issued Decision No. 94/2008/QD-TTg dated 10" July 2008 on
organization of the 2009 Population and Housing Census. On 16" October 2008, the
Secretariat of the Central Party promulgated Directive No. 27-CT/TW on Successfully
Leading the 2009 Population and Housing Census.

Census Steering Committees at central, provincial, district and commune levels
were established to implement the census project in accordance with Decision No. 09/QD-
BCDTW dated October 10 2008,

In 7 Crofe (2006-2010), UNFFS provides assistunce to the Gemerol Statistics Office to implement the COA-fidid
Project VNMTPGOON, wader wiich there are o variety of techwicol xuppors activivies related to the 2009 Popudation
and Himesiueg Comns.
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1.2 Respondents, Unitand Method of the Census
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person, its members may or may not share a common budget, be related by blood. marriage,

oradoption.

The head of a household is the main person who provides information to the
interviewer, Where the head of the household does not have adequate mformation about
other members of the houschold, the enumerators must interview those other members
directly. All people over 15 years old must be interviewed direetly by the enumerators
regarding information on employment. All women aged 15 to 49 years must be interviewed
directly by enumerators regarding information on fertility. Enumerators acquire data on
housing from acombination of interview and/or direct observation.

The Population and Housing Census was conducted over all households. In order to
meet the further needs of data users, however, asample survey was applied in the census, The
purposes of the sample survey are: (i) to enlarge the content of the census; (2) to improve the
quality of the census, especially regarding sensitive and complex questions; and (3) to
reduce the census cost. To enhance census efficiency and reliability, a sample size of 15% of
the total national population was adopted. The sample of the census used a cluster sampling
technigue. A one-periodic stratified systematic sampling method with random start was
applied, The sampling technique was done in two steps: Firse, a stratum was selected 1o
define the sample size of each district; second, a specific Enumeration Area (EA) from a list
of EAs of the selected district was independently and systematically selected.
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- Ethnicity and religion;
- Literacy.
b) Dwellings of households:
- Current housing status;

- Structure and main materials of construction;
- Dwelling areas:

- Years of use.

C of F 1 ire

Inn addition to the contents of the completed questionnaire, the sample questionnaire

requested the following further information:

a) Information on poplation:
- Place of usual residence 5 years ago.
- Disabiliry status;
- Marital status;
- Highest level of professional qualifications completed;

- Economic activity in the last 7 days;
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d) Dwellings of households:

- Room usage:;

- Dwelling ownership,

- Main fuels for lighting and cooking;

- Main source ofwater for drinking and food preparation;
- Type oftoilet facility;

-Main facilities and appliances,

1.4 Pre-testand Pilot Census

Questionnaires and materials formally used in the census have undergone three pre-

tests and one pilot before being applied in the actual census.

Three pre-tests were conducted in 6 provinces: Hanoi, Vinh Phue, Thai Nguyen,
Cuang Tri, Ho Chi Minh City and Ben Tre to finalize the census project, questionnaires and

other materials,

In August and September 2008, the pilot census was implemented successfully in 48
EAs of 4 provinces {12 EAs in each province) that were purposely chosen to represent four
typical regions in Vietnam: Yen Bai a mountain province in the North, Nam Dinh a lowland
provinee in the Red River Delta, Quang Binh a province in the North Central, Central Coast
and Central Highlands, and Tien Giang a provinee in the South East and the Mekong River

Delta,
5
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Officers from provinces and related line ministries were involved in the pre-tests
and the pilot census, The result and experiences drawn from the pre-tests and pilot served asa
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1o houscholds to collect information, and for locating the census materials, questionnaires
and stationery,

The Census Steering Committees atl all levels checked and fixed the boundaries of
communes, districts and provinces/cities to clarify places where people live, however, those
places are not under the administration of any single authority in regards to providing

mapping, household listings and tion

Training activities for mapping and household listing were implemented at two
levels. In October 2008, two courses for training of provincial trainers were created by the
Central Population and Housing Census Steering Committee. One was in Hanoi for trainees
from Northern provinces and another in Ho Chi Minh City for those from Southern
provinees. These provineial trainers in their turn were responsible for traming the mapping
and listing staff. Training courses at two levels would make it feasible to improve the training
quality. Almost all provinces have conducted training at these two levels as guided.
However, because of the large number of trainees and limited time, some provinces
organized 3 level training courses. In these provinces there were additional courses for
district trainees who in turn would train the mapping and listing staff.

Fieldwork in mapping and listing was carried out soon after the completion of

training activities. In this activily, digital maps owned by the Ministry of Natural Resources
and Environment were used as base maps. From the beginning of the census preparation,
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consideration was given to storing the EA maps and household lists of sample

Enumeration Areas to be used as a master sample frame in future surveys.
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Listing dwellings, households and household members was carried out at the same
time as the drawing of EA maps by local people who were familiar with the terrain and
population settlement. Household listings were done for each dwelling and each household
with some items, such as serial number of dwelling, order number of household, address of

households and number of people in houschold by sex noted separately.

The mapping and listing operation began in early October 2008 and was basically
complete by January 2009, The mappings were largely performed by land management
officers from each commune, and listings made by local people familiar with the terrain and
local population settlement. These persons participated in 3 day-training courses on
mapping and household listing.

Mapping and listing was considered a central task in the preparation stage of the
census and it was implemented promptly throughout the country, The majority of provinces
completed this activity by the end of January 2009. Some large provinces that faced
additional difficulties of large area, complexity of population settlement, EA clearance or
movement finished the work by the end of February 2009, Through checks it was percetved
that there was a lack of households and persons at some localities, On 5" March 2009 the
Central Population and Housing Census Steering Committee issued Official Document No
60/BCDTW on Guidance to Review and Update the Resultof Mapping and Listing. Despite
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of the limited time and budget for this operation, localities were able to update the listing
result quite well, By 31" March 2009, a total of 315 1l dl holds with 801 tI d
people ha’’
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support of Government agencies, authorities
at all levels and the cooperation of every
individual in the whole country. Based on this,
the Central Census Steering Commitlee
Y instructed to strengthen a publicity campaign
for this census by setting up a detail schedule

Cansus hvarding

with the rich contents of easy approach, The

objective ofa deep and wide publicity campaign is to:

{a) Take advantage of support and assistance of Government agencies, the mass
media and the public by making them integrally aware of the purpose and meaning of the

census.

(b) Make the people understand the usefulness of the census, and aware of their
rights and their obligations in the census in order to get their willingness to cooperate so that

they provide full and exact information.

Decision No. 94/2008/QD-TTg of the Prime Minister and Directive No. 27-CT/TW
of the Central Party Seeretariat on Leading the 2009 Population and Housing Census to
S have been di i 1 to each party cell, village and urban-block. In order to

implement the above-mentioned documents, the local authorities and Census Committees at
all levels have organized the regular meetings to review progress of the census

8
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implementation. Attracting the whole political system in participating towards

the census was one of the main factors in the success of the 2009 census.
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disseminated at meetings at the level of

village, urban-block and organization.

* Audio-Visual media: Office of the
Central Census Committee Office designed,
produced and disseminated to central and
localities media of high quality, such as the
Census Logo, Poster, Video Clip on the

Census, Audio CI) on Questions and Answers Census poster
and the Census Songs, Discussion on the Census for broadeasting on Television and Radio.

* Prapaganda material: Census Symbol, Hoarding (medium and big size), Big
Poster, Slogans and Banners.

The census's deep and wide publicity campaign was launched in March 2009,
reaching its crescendo during the time from 15" March to 20" April 2009. During the census
fieldwaork (from 1% April to 20" April 2009), the publicity activities focused an daily news of
enumeration progress, reports and census songs which were broadeasted on radio and TV, in
daily newspapers both centrally and locally and even on the radio systems of the village and

urban-blocks.

In localities, various kinds of locally targeted communication stratepies were
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adopted. These included community meetings. local newspapers, publicity cars with

" nitro =

City, Hai meng. Hue, Da. ﬁgng “and Can Tho were provided aﬁdihmﬂ"'nudgefx for ‘
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hoardings. slogans, and posters. They were placed in solemn positions that attracted the

attention of the people and gave the census a festival feeling.

Vietnam Television (VTV} and Voice of Vietnam (VOV) broadcast the census
publicity progammes. questions and answers, and songs. Localities were notified of the time
schedule and duration of these broadeasts so that they could be relayed locally or recorded
for reuse. On the first day of the census fieldwork, VTV conducted a nationwide North-
Central-South television bridge focused on the census.

The Central Population and Housing Census Steering Committee also coordinated
with many central newspapers (printand electronic) with a large circulation to publish many
articles on the census. The Committee also proposed that the Ministry of Information and
Communication include census publicity in press meetings of March 2009 and to steer mass

media offices towards promoting census publicity activities.

Census publicity has not only been communicated by the mass media in Vietnam,
butalso via the information channels of the United Nations communication offices.

For the first time in the history of Vietnam's census, telephone hot-lines were
installed in both central areas and localities. The main objectives of the hot-line services
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A report of the 63 provinces and of the supervision fieldinips of the Central
Population and Housing Census Steering Committee and international donors all agreed that
“The 1" April 2008 is truly a Festival Day of the Census”, attracting all people to support and

cooperate with census officials,

Cansus was through mobile wvans prior ba the census
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Enumerator visiled sach household to interview Enumeration Area is often a village (or

urban-block) with on average 100 households. To make it possible to smoothly divide
Enumeration Areas, the Central Population and Housing Census Steering Committee
stipulated:

- For in high ing, islands, low mountains and remote areas: the
Enumeration Area average size is between 70 and 100 households. However, if a small
hamlet (under 70 households) is located far from the nearest hamlet, it is permissible to
consider it as a sef E tion Area (without joining into other hamlets). Conversely,
a large village (from 100 to 200 households) that is c
regarded as a single Enumeration Area.

and easily accessible can be

- For the remaining communes (precincts and towns in urban areas, and communes
in delta areas). the average size is between 100 and 150 households. If there are many small
hamlets (under 70 1 holds) close together, an EA is to be formed by combining two
adjacent hamlets. In the case of small hamlets (under 100 holds) that are not easily

combined with a neighbouring hamlet, it can be considered as a single EA (without joining
into other hamlets). Conversely, a large village (from 150 to 250 households) that is

Al

contiguous and easily accessible can be reg:

asasingle E ion Area.
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general education from grade 10/12 and over (or
had completed grade 7/12 for highland and
remote arcas) and were aged between 25-50
years. Enumerators were assigned according to
specific geographical conditions and EA size.

The majority of enumerators were local people,

and included farmers, officers, students, g i
teachers, border soldiers, ect. Non-local cnumerators were used in some mountainous or
remote arcas where people belong to ethnic minorities and there are limited levels of
education in the local population. In such EAs, enumerators were guided and interpreted by
local people (usually the village chief).

Team leaders were appointed to directly manage enumerators’ work, The team
leader was recruited from people who: (1) have the ability to organize teamwork, and (2)
were able to commit 1o full time work in managing enumerators during the fieldwork period.

It was stipulated that each team leader was responsible for 2 rators in me
isolated and remote areas. In the remaining areas, one supervisor was responsible for 4

cnumerators.

13
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trainers: each PIOVINGE assigned 2 Stalt to join the course held by central trainers in Hanoi or ‘

Nha Trang, Khanh Hoa province. In these B-day courses. the trainees were introduced to the
purpose of the census and census questionnaires, guided on how to fill in the questionnaires,

management and supervisor activities.

+ Provincial trainers taught trainers at district levels: provincial staff who received

central training gave 6 day courses to the key census officials at the district level, The number

of trainees from each province depended on the b

of districts m the provinee.

+ District trainers gave lessons to team leaders and enumerators: Courses were
provided for 300 thousand people who directly participated in the fieldwork operation of the
census. These included team leaders, enumerators. officials of the Census Steering
Committees and their offices at all levels, By 26" March 2009, more than 3,500 training
courses had been held throughout the whole country.

Training tools were carefully prepared to help improve the quality of training. Besides
professional materials, there were 3 outstanding training tools in this census including: (1)
DVDs to support training; (2) a questionnaire of large size print; and (3) the “Training
Handbook™. All these were rationally designed and provided in large quantities for use in
training both at the central and local levels. Polling in many training courses suggested that
these products proved effective in helping increase the quality of training and study.
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3.3 Requirement and Procedure of Enumeration and Supervision
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completed. the enumerator read the responses Supervizor gave comment to enumerator

back to respondents to make certain the answers provided were correct.

Enumerators were equipped with the material necessary for their daily work. Apart
from the questionnaires and the census documents, enumerators were given ball-point pens,
correction tape and an enumerator's card, nylon bag, raincoat (for heavily rainy arcas).
Enumerators were paid for enumeration days. Although the payment was not high, almost all

showed enthusiasm and devotion to their tasks. As a result of a guality training

programme, enumerators effectively performed the functions of interviewing and recording
information. In addition, the publicity campaign had made people aware of the census so the

enumeration was carried out smoothly and according to plan.

In order to improve the quality of collection, supervision operations accompanied
every stage of the census, from training on mapping and listing, field work of sketch maps
and household listings, professional training, checking EA sketch maps and household
listings and enumeration. Of these, the supervision of interviewing and recording was most
important, especially given the use of Intelligent Character Recognition (ICR) technology in

the census.

The supervision of enumeration operations was performed not only by central,

provincial and commune supervisors but also by the large force of team leaders who

119)
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contributed to the success of questionnaire writing. The responsibility of team leaders in this
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Deputy Prime Minister and Chairman of the Central Population and Housing Census
Steering Committee, the Central Population and Housing Census Steering Committee
successfully held an online conference to review the status of the preparation activities for
the census. It reported that the census preparation activities had been completed and
everything was ready.

Early on 1" April 2009, the Census Steering Committees of districts and communes
organized a ceremony for the start of the census enumeration and at 07.00 hours, all
enumerators and team leaders visited househelds in all EAs throughout the country to

interview and fill in the census questionnaires.

Parallel with interviewing households, from 07.00 hours on 17 April 2009, the
Census Steering Committees of districts and communes cooperated with police to

enumetate homeless people, people living on the street or sidewalk, on water surfaces ete.

The enumeration operations took taken place within 7 days for the completed EA
(short questionnaire) and within 15 days for the sample EA (long questionnaire). By 15"
April, 92% of EAs fieldwork had been completed. [n the remaining EAs, enumeration lasted
until 20" April due to rain, difficult terrain, large EA size (300 households) or the absence of
respondents. The progress of the fieldwork had been completed as planned.

After the online conference that launched data collection, the Central Population
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and Housing Census Steering Committee issued important guidance
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all levels set up a detailed supervision schedule, in which its members and supervisors were
assigned to specific EAs. They had to report any problems that occurred,

To implement Directive No, 2T/CT-TW of the Secretariat of the Central Party, the
guidance document of the Prime Minister and the Central Population and Housing Census
Steering Committee, in some places the Provineial Committees of the Party and Provingial
People Committees postponed several meetings scheduled between 17 and 30" April 2009 to
concentrate on the census operation. The whole statistics organization, the Census Steering
Committees and its offices at all levels sent staff to the field to assist in checking and
supervising. This was crucial to ensure the success of the census,

Many provinces maintained fieldwork progress report 3 times per day. The result of
this was that many errors were timely found and corrected very soon on the first days,
Experience drawn from this allowed errors to be decreased rapidly over the next few days.
Some United Nations organizations also actively cooperated to participate in the supervision
activity in many provinces,

Telephone hotlines, an operative web site designed especially for the census and the
GSO network were available to provide efficient leadership and management for the census,
The Office of the Central Population and Housing Census Steering Committee daily
received questions from the Census Steering Committees of lower levels, enumerators, team
leaders, mass media offices

17
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both central and local, international organizations and the public. They answered those
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problems

* Some pr;;viﬁcé's did not faﬂﬁlhe census plan. Some delayed sending in progress
reports and required repeated warnings; others sent preliminary counts in late, or incorrectly.
Some other provinces sent all personnel to the field, leaving no “commander-in-chief™ in the
office o manage the census project and solve problems when they oceurred.

* In the first three days. some provinces in the North, North Central and Mekong
River Delta appeared to rush the process, so the speed of enumeration was higher than
average. The Central Population and Housing Census Steering Committee had to warm to

those localities to slow down and keep to the timetable.

* Some team leaders worked as enumerators, or were responsible for too many EAs,
or they were the commune officials and did not spend their full time in supervising the

enumerator work.

* Some enumerators were not skilled enough and were not assisted by their team
leader, so that they made errors such as: missing information: redundant information;
because of doing wrong skip and entering information in the wrong column; not recording
enough detailed nformation on occupation and industry: or did not follow interview
procedure. Being local persons, some enumerators copied information from other available
sources, Some enumerators faced difficulty in working due to infirmity or old age. Some
enumerators could not use correction tape correctly. Some of these mistakes existed due to

enumerators not receiving enough practice during training. After receiving feedback and

18
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explanation from team leaders, however, many of these problems were

overcome.
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mountainous and remote areas. The Central Steering Committee issued urgent official
documents requesting localities equip enumerators with raincoats and plastic bags. This
facilitated enumerators in traveling and prevented questionnaires from getting wet and thus

helped to prevent the time of the census enumeration being extended,

The 2009 census will use ICR technology to input information directly from
questionnaires to computers instead of using keyboards as were used in previous Vietnam
censuses. This is an advanced technology, but as it is being applied for the first time in a
statistical survey in Vietnam preparation must be careful and meticulous. Through
workshops and 7 tests of ICR with technical and financial support from UNFPA, we are now
familiar with and can manage this new technology. This has resulted in the Government
allowing us to undertake data processing for the 2009 census using ICR. The Government
agreed to use a loan fund from the World Bank through the project “The Modernization of the
GSO™ to purchase scanning systems, software and technical support. Success of ICR
technology will be the premise for its application in other statistics surveys,

After checking and coding at the Office of the Provincial Census Steering
Committee, questionnaires (both sample and completed questionnaires) will be taken over
and sent to three Regional Centers for Statistical Information Technology in Hanoi, Danang,

and Ho Chi Minh City to process.
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Preparation of the infrastructure for the 2009 census data processing is almost
finished, including the purchase and installation of processing equipment, office rental, fire
prevention, security, technical training, etc.

The Central Steering Committee have cooperated with the Center for Statistical
Information Technelogy in Hanoi to set up a plan for processing and tabulation, a set of
tabulations and their explanation, and a weighting plan of sample result.

The GSO has essentially finished: the development of software and a training
schedule based on the package ReadSoft (used in the test and pilot stages); training courses
on system and network administration, a logic checking programme, data editing,
procedures of pr ing. system integration, and a test of'a batch of checked questionnaires.

Application software on functional management of data flow is being finalized.

The GSO in co-operation with FPT Company is currently building software,
organizing training courses, testing systems, and finalizing the software package for new
TIS and e-Form software. These works are being implemented urgently to ensure the plan for

disseminating the census result is completed as scheduled.

The data synthesis plan will be implemented in 2 phases. Sample result (Phase 1)
will be released by October 2009, and completed result (Phase 2) in the second quarter of
2010.
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5. Evaluation of the Census Result
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human resource developmem in the GSO. Many works of the 2009 census inherit lessons

from the 1989 and 1999 censuses, from the communication task, to the training programmes,
and the regulation of the census enumeration. As a result, the GSO is able to conduct the
census with a higher level of self-reliance and with less financial and technical support from

international and foreign organizations.

To release the census result as soon as completion of the data collection is complete,
the Standing Member of the Central Population and Housing Census Steering Committee

has taken many measures to evaluate and appraise the census result as shown below:

= Verification and additional enumeration of cases informed by people through
telephone hotlines

The Standing Member of the Central Population and Housing Census Steering
Committee co-operated effectively with VTV and VOV to inform the people nationwide and
encourage people to provide information in order to find missing cases for additional
enumeration. Upuntil 20" April 2009, the Central Population and Housing Census Steering
Committee received advice from 975 people over the whole country via hotlines. It was
wverified that 744 households were additionally enumerated and 231 remaining houscholds
were interviewed through other household members or indirectly enumerated. Despite of

that, the number of houscholds that were additionally enumerated is very small in
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was asked 4 questions: (1) full name, (2) relationship with head of the houschold, (3) sex, (4)
month and year of birth or age. The responses of the PES have been compared with the
census questionnaires (after delivering to upper level) to find data missing in the census
enumeration or in the PES. The PES result shows that the error rate is 0.3% (under-count rate
minus over-count rate). equivalent to about 258,000 people (see details in table below).
Compared to the error rate ranging from 1.5% to 4.5% of total population in the censuses of

most countries and Vietnam's previous it can be evaluated preli ily that the
completeness of the 2009 census of Vietnam is quite high.
Umit: %
= Net error
2 Unde F 5
Regions rate rate
- avercount rate}
‘Whaole country 18 is5 -3
Northern Midlands and Mountain Arcas 237 10 0.7
Red River Delta 28 24 0.7
North Central Area and Central Coastal Area L1 09 02
Central Highlands LS 20 05
South East 07T 08 L]
Mekong River Delta 1.8 L6 -0.2
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Committee decided to check three types of respondent who had the highest possibility of

being missed in the enumeration process: (1) students living in dormitories, (2) students

living in rental houses in population settlements. and (3) employees in industrial zones who
hire houses to live or live in project's or enterprise's sites, or temporary houses far from
residential areas. Particularly in Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh City and Binh Duong provinee, there
are many immigrants, hence the Office of the Central Population and Housing Census
Steering Committee directly organized and undertook an investigation to see if these
populations were under enumerated.

The result of checking showed that students living in dormitories were rarely
omitted, because each dormitory has its own management board that understand the
accommodation situation and had individual information of each resident student. Members
of dormitory’s management board were usually the enumerator or team leader in the census
enumeration. For the two remaining types of respondents, it was found that there were
omissions but very few that showed similar missing rates to those found in the PES.

In addition to the checks and PES mentioned above, during the implementation of
the census, the Standing Member of the Central Population and Housing Census Steering
Committee twice directed reviews of mapping and listings, twice checked preliminary result
and twice checked the list of centenarians. The many checks, reviews and the PES showed
that the 2009 Population and Housing Census achieved confident and reliable result. This is
to the efforts  contributed by the political system, the Census Steering Committees of all
levels, and the active participation of the people in Vietnam.
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The manual count of the population of Vietnam as of 00.00 hours pri

vielded a total of 85,789,573 persons, net error rate (under-counting rate minus over-
counting rate). computed from the Post Enumeration Survey, is 0.3 percent”. So, Vietnam is
the third most populous country in Southeast Asia (following Indonesia and the Philippines)

and the thirteenth in the world.

Table 1: Population and population growth rate. 1960 - 2009

Year

1960 30172 e
1965 34929 2.9
1970 41 063 3z
1976 49 160 30
1979 52742 22
1989 64 376 .57
1999 76323 153
2009 83790 1.2

Data source: The data for 1960 -1999 (5 from “The 1999 Census of Fetiam ot a Glanee: Preliminary
vesult ™. Hanoi, September 1999 Table I, page 10

“See Nection 5, Pars {, "Evalwation of the Censies Result
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Table of Appendix | presents the total population by sex and for urban and rural
areas for each of the 63 provinces/cities. The population totals shown include the population
of special enumeration groups compiled by the Ministries of National Defense, Public

Security and Foreign Affairs,

stribution and Growth Rate of Population by Region

A total of 85,789,573 people are distributed over 6 socio-economical regions
throughout the country. The Red River Delta is the most populous region (19,577,944
persons), followed by the North Central Area and Central Coastal Area (18,835 483 persons)
and the Mekong River Delta (17,178 871 persons). The region with the least population is
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the Central Highlands, comprising of 3 provinces with a total of 5,107,437

nitro ==

Data also shows thatafter 10 years the proportion of the population of the South East
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and Central Highlands has increased, and the figure for the four remaining regions has
decreased. This indicates that the South East and Central Highlands have had a larger
immigration rate,

Table 2: Population distribution and growth rate by region, 1999 and 2009

Population density Average

Population {Ferson) lpcmn&n’hn’: prbioe

growth rate

19492009
1999 2009 wo a0
Whale country T6 313 173 U5 TH0 573 3 25 12
Martherm Midlands snd Moustain Areas 1048 191 11 064 449 105 Ll (K1)
Red River Delta L7 B3B8 676 1% 577 944 230 40 ne
Morth Central Avea and Central Coastal 18087 097 18 835 485 188 196 0.4

il

Central Highlands A4 0159 928 5107437 73 93 23
South East 1 158 606 14025 387 442 594 32
Mekong River Delta L 130675 17178 871 408 423 0.6

27



THE 2009 VIETNAM POPULATION AND HOUSING CENSLS

Figure 2: Percentage distribution of the population by region, 2009
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L1 4. Central Highlands
B 5. South Eas
B 6. Mekong River Delia

Over the past 10 years, the lowest average annual growth rate in the population (0.4
percent) is found in the North Central Area and Central Coastal Area, the population size of
which is the second largest, followed by the second lowest growth rate (0.6 percent) in the
Mekong River Delta which ranks third in population in the whole country (see Figure 3).

Figure 3: Annual growth rate of the population by region, 1999 -200%

Mekong River Delia 06
South East 3z
Central Highlands 23
Morth Central Area and Central Coastal Area 0.4
Red River Delta 0.9

Northern Midlands and Mountain Areas ]

0.0 05 10 15 20 15 30 35
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rban and Rural Population

In the whole country, there are
25,374,262 people living in urban areas and
60,415,311 people living in rural areas
(Appendix 1) So up to now, the urban
population is 29.6 percent compared to 23.5
percent in 1999, During period of 1999-2009,
the urban population has increased at the rate

of 3.4 percent per vear on average, while the
figure in rural area is only 0.4 percent. Between the 1999 and 2009 censuses, the population
of the country has increased by more than 9.47 million people, of which 7.3 million people
(77%) are inurban area and 2.17 million people (23%) are in rural areas,

The South East is the region with the largest level of urbanization. Its urban
population accounts for 57.1 percent compared to 55.1 percent in 1999, This region includes
the three large urban centers Ho Chi Minh City, Dong Nai and Ba Ria - Vung Tau. The Red
River Delta is region with the second largest of urbanization with 29.2 percent of the urban
population (up from 21.1 percent in 1999), thanks to its three large urban centers Quang

Ninh, Hai Phong and Hanoi.
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The sex ratio of Vietnam's population was 96.7 males per 100 females in the 1999
census. The preliminary result of the 2009 Population and Housing Census show that the sex
ratio has increased continuously and now stands at 98,1 males per 100 females (see
Appendix 2)3.

The sex ratio is likely higher in those regions that have developed more rapidly and
have attracted male immigrants from other long-distance provinces. In contrast, this figure

would be lower in those regions where development was more rapid, but is characterized by

ji.lr ather words, fermole and male share 503 and 493 pevcenrof fotal poprforton, respecrivell:
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The South East is the most typical and clear case of low sex ratio. The growth rate of
this region has mcreased a lot, but its sex ratio in 2009 is much lower than that of the national
average. This is due to a combination of the following two reasons. Firstly, Ho Chi Minh City
located 1n the South East is the largest city in the country and shares 51 percent of this
region's population. The city has had the lowest sex ratio in the previous national censuses
(1979: 90.2, 1989: 88.4, 1999: 92.8 and 2009: 92.7 males per 100 females), Secondly,
immigration flows from other provinces to the 3 provinces Ho Chi Minh City, Binh Duong
and Ba Ria-Vung Tau in the South East, have been skewed towards females”.

7
See publivarions of the 1979, TOR0 and 1909 censises, and of tre 2007-2008 Populasion Change and Faily Planming
Swrveys, disseminated by the General Statistical Office
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1.

2. Cao Banj,

3, Bae Kan L I i T N 3 T

4. Tuyen Cuiang T25 467 A60 G35 93 502 47 130 kil 313 505

5. Lao Cai 613075 304 648 129952 64 018 483 123 239 T30

6, Dien Bien 491 046 244 698 T4423 36 044 416623 207 754

7. Lai Chau 370 135 180 B3R 53075 25511 317 060 155 347

8. Son La | 080 641 535 236 150 241 72 380 930 400 462 656

9. Yen Bai 740 905 370 603 140 260 70 399 600 645 300 004

10. Hea Binh TR6 964 395 542 119 536 (0910 BT 428 334 632

11, Thai Mguyen 1 124 786 565 633 288 179 148 332 836 607 417 301

12. Lang Son T31 887 366 893 141 488 72 453 590 399 204 440

13. Bac Giang | 555 720 T80 062 149 803 74 092 1405917 705 970

14. Phu Tho 1 313 926 665 D86 209 243 107 646 1 104 683 557 440

V2. Red River Delta 195377944 | 9930227 ST 084 | 2006 468 13 856 T [ 7023 750

15. Ha Noi G448 837 | 3272735 2632087 | 1341 646 3RI6750 [ 1931 ORY

16. Chmng Ninh 1 144 381 558 793 575939 282 952 568 442 275 841
b i i | 000 838 505 247 224 389 114 216

inh 1024851 [ 520951 241723
Dpong 1 703 492 A0 033 324930

20. Hai Phong | 837 302 926 309 847 058 427 833 990 244

21. Hung Yen | 128 702 574549 138 380 T1071 900 322 303 478

23, Thai Binh | 780 954 919833 175 440 90 2h6 1605514 829 267

23 Ha Nam TR5 0357 399 998 77087 39 443 707 970 360 555

24_ Nam Binh 1 825771 930 201 323 484 166 976 1 502 287 763 225

25. Ninh Binh R98 439 451 378 160 667 79719 737 792 371 859

V3. North Central Arvea

and Central Constal Area 18 835 485 | 0 503 BRE 4 530 450 | 2 309 899 14 305035 [ 7 193 987

26. Thanh Hoa 3400239 | 1717067 354 BEO 1801235 3045350 ) 1536832

27. Nghe An 2913055 | 463 696 367 736 187 448 2545319 1276 248

28. Ha Tinh 1 227 554 619 370 183 510 94 426 1 044 044 524 944

29, Cruang Binh 846924 422 632 127912 64 472 719012 358 160

30, ng Tri 597 985 301170 165 076 83 692 432 909 217478
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43, Dak Nong a8y442 | 234372 72479 34607 ALE963 | 199705
44, Lam Dung | 186786 | 590 728 4030 20718 737356 [ 361010
| V5, South Eaxt | 14025387 | 7180709 | K009 167 | 41608Y2 | 6016220 | 3019817
45, Binh Phuge 874961 | 430 686 146 K45 73 495 T28 116 | 356791
46. Tay Ninh | 066402 | 535275 168389 | 85504 BOS 013 [ 446771
47, B Duoog | 482 636 | 769496 444005 1233820 | 1038628 | 535676
48. Dong Nai Tak3 210 | 13570239 8253351 424512 | 106STHTA | K26517
i au 94 837 | 496 ROS 495111 ]
. i Minh ciry 7123340 [ 3697415 | 5929479 3092
V6, Mekong River Delta 1TITRETI | 8633341 | 3922333 | 2010481
51 Long An 1436914 | 723326 2513861 131008
. 1670216 | 839476 22904277 121086 | |
53. Ben Tre 1254589 | 638777 125789 65870 | | 12800 | 573207
54, Tra Vinh 1000933 | 56985 1535201 79 507 847412 | 427478
55. Vinh Long Lo28 365 | 521480 52201 B6Y K26 | 439279
56. Dong Thap 1665420 | 833 165 147958 | 1378345 [ GRS 207 |
57, An Giang 2144792 [ verezn | 312051 | 1536040 | 765576
58, Kien Giung 1681 149 | s33ea0 | 26927 | 1230875 [ e06712
59, Can The 1187089 [ 597872 397 765 405 608 | 199 80T
60, H Ginnge 56625 | 375931 75155 607226 [ 300776
61, Soe Trang 1289441 | 648019 120639 [ 1038113 | SIS380
856250 | 429780 115 505 630770 [ 313781
1205108 | 595058 247087 ] 126109 958021 | 471949
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V1. Nort
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1. Ha Giia
2. Cao Bany, |93 17 l
3. Bac Kan 0.7 '99.5 102.1 o %-I 14.5 1621
4. Tuyen Quang 0.7 974 | 1012 116 124 o | 129
5. Lao Cai 1§ 9.7 | 1012 2] 96 171 | 212
4. Dien Bien 100.7 51 15.2
7 Lai Chi Yas | hoan ez | b e ] bes | s

| 5 Sonla 20 100.7 | 1019 62 76 128 | 139
4. Yen Bai 0.9 9.5 Ga.9 10y 107 196 189
10. Hoa Binh 0.4 984 | 99.0 164 171 138 | 152
11. Thai Nguyen 07 993 | 989 293 318 209 | 256
12, Lang Son 0.4 985 G5 36 88 187 193
13. Bac Giang 0.4 97.7 | 994 390 406 74 9.6
14. Phu Tho 0.4 9.4 | 978 361 372 142 | 159
V2. Red River Delta e 958 972 B30 930 211 20.2
15. Ha Noi 2.0 97.7 | 970 | 1296 | 1926 342 | 408
16, Quaang Ninh 1.3 1042 | 1048 6% 188 44.1 503
17, Vinh Phuc 17 95.0 | 981 797 813 102 | 224
18 Bac Ninh 0.8 944 [ 966 | LI8] 1245 94 | 136
19, Hai Duong 0.3 93.5 958 093 1030 138 191

| 20. Hai Phong 0.9 97.3 953 1113 1207 34.0 4.1
21. Hung Yen 05 934 [ 965 | 1201 1222 BT |11
22, Thai Binh 0.0 915 e 1183 1142 58 LA
23, Ha Nam 0.1 943 | 963 944 913 6.1 0§
24. Nam Binh 03 948 [ 963 | 1127 | 1105 124 | 177
25 Ninh Binh 0.2 959 S 637 647 12.8 17.9
V3. North Central Area
ol ot Cistiai 04 96.4 | 982 188 196 184 | 240
26. Thanh Hoa 0.2 95.6 | 980 310 305 92 | 104
27. Nghe An 0.2 97.0 | 990 175 177 102 | 126
28, Ha Tinh 0.3 6.3 98.2 210 204 39 14.9
20. Quang Binh 0.6 978 | 1004 9 105 10.8 15.1
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