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Figure 6.88 Adjusted relative weights of inpatients under three health insurance schemes

Source: Pinij Faramnuayphol.  Analysis of inpatient data, 2004.  National Health Security Office.
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6.3 Average Relative Weight
Average relative weight reflects the characteristics of patients hospitalized and the

necessity in the use of resources for medical treatment of each patient.  However, it partly reflects the
hospitalûs decision to admit a patient as well.  The data suggest that the average relative weight of
patients who are civil servants (with state medical benefits entitlement) is greater than those under the
universal health care and the social security schemes; those under the social security scheme have the
lowest average relative weight (Figure 6.88).

6.4   Average Charge per Relative Weight Unit
Charge per unit of relative weight reflects the cost calculation of hospital which is

related to services provided, hospital costs and pricing method of each hospital.  The data suggest that
patients who are civil servants have the largest charge per admission, followed by those under the social
security scheme.  A comparison of relative weights reveals that the adjusted relative weights of civil
servants and those with social security are close to each other, but two times greater than that for those
under the universal healthcare scheme (Figure 6.89).
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Source: Pinij Faramnuayphol.  Analysis of inpatient data, 2004.  National Health Security Office.

Figure 6.89 Average charges per admission, per relative weight and per adjusted relative weight of
patients under three health insurance schemes
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7. Equities in Health Services

7.1   Equities in Health Service Utilization
Chances of choosing health services for people are different depending on their

socio-economic status.  The 2005-2006 health and welfare survey revealed that, only for services at
subdistrict health centres, community hospitals, regional/general hospitals, and private hospitals, the
poorest group attended health centres the most (35-40%), while the richest group chose private
hospitals the most (50%).  That reflects the chances of choosing services; private hospitals are attended
mostly by high-income groups and general/regional hospitals are also attended by a largest proportion
of the richest group (Figure 6.90).  The differences in the health service selection opportunity might
affect the quality of services according to the capacity of health facilities; the more services will be
required if the illness needs to be treated at a high-capacity facility.


