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Abstract

Research Title : The Roles and Functions of the Standing Committees of the House of
Representatives in accordance with the Constitution of the Kingdom

of Thailand B.E. 2550 (2007)

Presented by : The Secretariat of the House of Representatives

This study has three major objectives: 1) to study roles and functions of the
standing committees of the House of Representatives in accordance with the Constitution of
the Kingdom of Thailand B.E.2550 (2007) and the Rule of Procedure B.E.2551 (2008) 2) to
analyze problems and factors affecting the operations of the standing committees 3) to give
suggestions on how to increase efficiency in practice of the standing committees. This
research paper was conducted under descriptive research method with obtaining documents
concerning the 35 standing committees. Moreover, the data were collected from the
purposive sampling interview with 70 committee members of the 23 House of
Representatives and focus group with the representatives and officials of the Secretariat of

the House of Representatives who had worked to support the committees.

According to the study, the obtained information and data could be used to

explain and analyze the roles and functions of the standing committees as shown below:

1) The standing committees had played the major roles in considering public
awareness issues which had impacts on people and scrutinizing the policies, projects and
implementation of the executive respectively. The standing committees had not examined
bills but had only studied and considered legal topics in relevance with their functions.
Moreover, as the standing committees could conduct inquiries and request written evidence
from interested parties or identify witnesses to take oral examine ; in reality , the requests
were not true compulsory so that the standing committees did not have enough information

for consideration and might delay the decisions and suggestions for the considered issues.

2) Regarding to problems affecting the operations of the standing committees,
the study found that (1) the standing committees did not receive good cooperation from

persons who were identified to give written and oral evidences (2) the president of each



standing committee who came from minority counterpart got less cooperation from other
government agencies (3) the lack of following up the finished works of the standing
committees (4) there were not enough professional officers to support the standing
committees (5) many standing committees wasted time on investigating the same issues
(6)the appointment of supporting persons such as the position of advisor to the standing
committees were based on personal relations (7) some committee members did not have
knowledge and experience which were useful for the works of their standing committees
(8)according to the Rule of Procedure B.E. 2551 (2008), each representative could be a
member of two committees or take the position of president for only one standing
committee and each standing committee can appoint only two sub-committees. This had
impacts on the quality of their works (9) the lack of public relations for the resultants of the

standing committees’ operation

There are two factors both external and internal which had influence on the
standing committees’ works. (1) Committee members were from different political parties so
that they focused on benefits of the parties they belonged to (2) There were a short of

financial support, working area, sound information technology service and database.

3) The suggestions arose from the study are as follows : (1) a regulation
compelling identified persons or parties to provide written and oral evidences as well as
punitive measures for non-compliance should be appeared (There was no relevant law when
the research study had been conducted but currently the Act of Request Order of the
Committee of the House of Representatives and the Senate B.E. 2553 (2010) takes effect) (2)
The structure of standing committee should be revised to be accord with the total number
of ministries that would enhance the parliamentary role of monitoring the executive (3) the
appointment of supporting persons to the standing committees should base on knowledge,
experience and expertise of persons (4) working environment should be improved, including
financial support, integrated information technology, quality staff, good security system and
enlarged space of working rooms and parking lot. All of these would make the standing
committees work more efficiently and enhance the National Assembly in overseeing the

executive Branch.
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0. NFUAMENTTUIEN15NIN1INETY (Domestic or Internal Committees)
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. AMIENTTUIENI5AINSTUR WL DI et DILAUNBSLSALAY DY UDS A US
(House Committee on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs)

. ANEATINITNITNITNEAT N15USEUS kazn1sUalel (House Committee on
Agriculture Fisheries and Forestry)

o ANENIIUISN1501580475 waluladarsaunaAnasfads (House

Committee on Communications, Information Technology and the Arts)

& AMENTIUITATATYFND N1TAGY karN1SUNATEY (House Committee

on Economics, Finance and Public Administration)

€. AMYNTIUIBNITNISANWILATNITONTIANET (House  Committee  on

Education and Vocational Training)

b, AMENTIUITNITNITHINY BIANTEUNUSLALNNSHAIUIIUVDINIALTIU

(House Committee on Employment, Workplace Relations and Workforce Participation)



0. AMENITUITNITAILINRDULATUTANWIAGYR (House Committee  on

Environment and Heritage)

®. ANYNTIUITNISATBUASILATUSANSUSEY WU (House Committee  on

Family and Human Services)

&. ANENITUITNINITANTITUGULALREIRTE (House Committee on Health

and Ageing)

®0. ﬂmzﬂiiu’ﬁ‘ﬂ’ﬁqmwﬂiiuLLazﬁn%'WmﬂS (House Committee on Industry

and Resources)

®. ANLNITUIDNITNYUNBUATNINTIFETIUYLY (House Committee on
Legal and Constitutional Affairs)

ob. ANENITUITNITINENAUTElEVUVDIAUITNANIHUNUTIYYT (House

Committee on Members’ Interests)

oo, ANENTIUITNITINAILLBNANTURIAUITNAN G UNUTI¥YT (House

Committee on Privileges)
oc. AMLNTIINEMIMIANTUNNTUTYYU (House Committee on Procedure)
o, AMENTIUITNITASAUN (House Committee on Publications)
@b. ANLNTIUITN15ATIN (House Committee on Selection)

o0, AMENIIUISNTINEAERSLarUInNTSU (House Committee on Science

and Innovation)

o®. ANYNITUDNTNTANUIANKAZANTUSNTEIUNINIA (House Committee

on Transport and Regional Services)
. AMLNTIUITN539U (Joint Committee)
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an1 (Joint Committee on Broadcasting of Parliamentary Procedures)

. ANEATIUITNITIININAENNSENAY Joint Committee on  Electoral
Matters)



o, ARZNITUITNITIININNYANTANUTENA N1NALAL WaEnN15AN (Joint

Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defense and Trade)

<. AMYNIITUIDNITIININNYUNINTDY kazANULUAS Joint Committee on

Intelligence and Security)

& ANNITUITNTIWIIMENTlendredugulazenen (Joint Committee

on Migration)

B. AMZNITUIBANITININELDIMANUATAULAUAEUBA (Joint Committee

on National Capital and External Territories)

. AMZNTIUITNITTININANITUYTANTITULLAZNITATIIULNUALY

(Joint Committee on Public Accounts and Audit)
&. AMENITUIBNNTIWIWILAINITA51584E Joint Committee on Public Works)
. AZNTINBNITIMINEEUSAYe Joint Committee on Treaties)
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and General Purpose Standing Committees) AMENIIUISN1TNGNILNANTUIAWUNIUNT
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- ANENTINIENSAAINSYNTU (Community Affairs Committee)
- ABENITUITNSLATEFNA (Economics Committee)

- ABZNTINBANTNITINNIU BIANTEURUS Lazn1sAnel (Employment,

Workplace Relations and Education)

- AMENISUNSNNSAINADN N15EENT WAlulada1TauwA wasAaUy

(Environment, Communications, Information Technology and the Arts)

ANENITUITNITNITHU BaZNITUSUITASIT0E (Finance and Public

Administration)

AZNTTUIBAITNITANNUIZINA NSNS Wagn15A1 (Foreign  Affairs,

Defence and Trade)

ARINTIUBNNINNTNYMINY War3gaTsuys (Legal and Constitutional

Committee)

- AMYNTINIDNTNINTYUUNLAEHIN1ALAYANWIAL (Rural  and
Regional Affairs and Transport)
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. AMENIINIBNITIIUIINIVNTIUNIFUIIVU TN VY INTIUVDIDDANTLAY
(Senate Joint Committee on Australian Crime Commission) ALA8 ANENTIUITNITIININY
N899 UT1UUTIU0YINTIULIIYIR (Senate Joint Committee on National Crime Authority)
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&n. AMENTTUNTNTIINIINILUINININITRY uazliuama  (Senate Joint

Committee on Corporations and Financial Services) w96l
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ﬂmzﬂiimmiwﬁﬂw%'wﬂuazmiamu (Australian Securities and Investments Commission Act wooe)
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v a
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