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Preface

This unique collection is a celebration of the rich cultural heritage integral to Cambodia’s many indigenous groups. The 
traditional techniques used to create these products have been preserved by being passed down through generations of 
indigenous peoples. Here in this collection, ancient techniques are fused with modern adaptations to enhance the design 
quality, giving a contemporary edge to suit current tastes.

The weaving of textiles and baskets by hand and the creation of various household and decorative utensils through 
pottery are just some of the traditional techniques used to create these special products. Ideal as a thoughtful gift, a cultural 
memento, or simply as a decorative item, each piece captured in this brochure is hand-crafted with such a level of precision 
and care that it can take up to several days to produce a single item. This ensures that those who purchase these products 
can be guaranteed that each item is of the highest possible quality.

In purchasing one or more of these items, patrons are not only making a valuable contribution towards sustaining 
generations-old products and production, they are also assisting some of Cambodia’s most vulnerable groups. Indigenous 
communities make up almost 1.4 per  cent of Cambodia’s population, equating to around 190,000 people.  

The advent of the Khmer Rouge threatened to destroy the once prosperous indigenous traditions of weaving, woodcarving, 
pottery and handicraft production. Since then, years of having their rights and opportunities sidelined and little access
to key services has created a situation where in crucial areas they are worryingly lagging behind the rest of the country.
Indigenous groups have contributed to Cambodia’s linguistic and cultural diversity and their traditional knowledge 
has been, and continues to be, an invaluable resource that benefi ts the wider community. Yet, indigenous peoples continue 
to suff er discrimination and marginalization. 

Additionally, studies by the International Labour Organization (ILO) and others fi nd that the societal disadvantages and 
poverty endured by indigenous groups are getting deeper, especially in terms of access to health and education ser-
vices and land rights. Added to this, the consequences of climate change and environmental degradation are a growing 
threat to the very existence of these communities, who have highly specialized livelihoods that are adapted to the conditions
of their traditional environments and are thus highly dependent on access to lands, territories and resources. 

The ILO has had a longstanding concern for the situation of indigenous peoples. For a number of years the ILO has been 
advocating  for  indigenous communities’ rights to Decent Work – work that is productive, delivers a fair income and gives 
better prospects for personal development and social integration. In Cambodia the ILO has two projects supporting and 
advocating for the rights of indigenous persons to land and economic opportunities. 

This brochure comes from our Creative Industries Support Programme (CISP) which works to improve employment opportunities
and income generation for indigenous peoples. A joint project of the ILO with three other UN agencies (UNDP, FAO, and 
UNESCO) CISP helps indigenous people make their traditional handicrafts profi table while at the same time preserving their 
culture through enhanced cultural entrepreneurship skills, improved business development services and market access. 

CISP contributes to the livelihoods of more than 800 indigenous and Khmer artisans in the central, north and eastern 
provinces of Kampong Thom, Preah Vihear, and Mondulkiri, as well as Ratanakiri. These newly-acquired skills have had 
the added eff ect of giving women greater independence from their spouse, in what were traditionally very patriarchal 
communities.

Complementing CISP’s work, the Project to Promote ILO Policy on Indigenous and Tribal Peoples promotes a rights-based 
approach to indigenous peoples’ development. Main activities have focused on promoting and facilitating the registration
of indigenous communities land rights within the framework of the 2001 Land Law including training for indigenous 
communities in this regard and capacity building for national and provincial governments on the rights of indigenous 
peoples.
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Each product showcased in this brochure plays a distinctive part in the rich tapestry of the Kingdom of Cambodia’s 
indigenous culture. After years of being sidelined, it is only now that the art forms captured in this collection are experiencing 
a revival. Young people in the indigenous communities are rediscovering the craft of their elder relatives and their 
ancestors in learning how to create handicrafts that combine traditional techniques with modern, attractive designs. This 
brochure is a celebration of this revival and those who purchase from it can be assured that they are contributing to the 
sustenance of a splendid heritage and a truly unique cause.

Jiyuan Wang
Director
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Shops listed in the catalogue

1. Artisan Association of Cambodia (AAC)
 Address:   #11b, Street 240   GPO Box 1303 Phnom Penh, 3307
 Tel. : (855) 23 213 904 
 Email: aac@online.com.kh

2. Farmer Livelihood Development (FLD)
 Address:   No 3, Street 323, Sangkat Boeung Kak II, Toul Kork, Phnom Penh  
 Tel. : (855) 23 998 442;  (855) 12 789 173
 Email: somithfl d@ezecom.com.kh

3. Village Focus Cambodia (VFC)
 Sen Monorom city, Mondukiri province

4. Bunong Handicraft Shop 
 Sen Monorom city, Mondukiri province

5. My Village (MVI)
 Mr Sun Youra
 Sen Monorom city, Mondukiri province
 Tel. : (855) 16 590111
 Email: youra@mvicambodia.org

6. Centre d’Etude et de Développement Agricole Cambodgien (CEDAC)
 Mr Chenda Ravuth
 Address : Village 2,  Labansieik, Banlung city, Ratanakiri province
 Tel. : (855) 12 794857
 Email: chendaravuth@gmail.com

7. Cambodian NTFP Development Organisation (CANDO)-Ratanakiri
 Address : Village 3,  Labansieik, Banlung city, Ratanakiri province
 Tel.: (855) 75 6451000, Mobile: (855) 92 286383
 Email: candontfp@camintel.com; candodevelopment@gmail.com 

8. Minority Organization for Development of Economy (MODE)
 House number 13, Kampong Thom Village, Kampong Rotes commune, 
 Stung Sen district, Kampong Thom province
 Tel.   : (855) 62 962962; Mobile:  (855) 12 947924
 Email: sinalpeanh@yahoo.com

9. Cambodia Organisation for Women Support (COWS)
 Mrs Chum Chanputheavy
 Address: 4 villages: Srae, Korky, Okroach and Marak Kor village, Prasat Balang district, 
 Kampong Thom province
 Tel. : (855) 12 784122
 Email: cows_org@yahoo.com





Indigenous Crafts of Cambodia

Indigenous peoples in Cambodia, especially in the north-eastern provinces, are considered by 
researchers to follow very closely the tradition and customs of their ancestors. These traditions 
however are at risk of vanishing due to the lack of promotion and threats of displacement.

The Creative Industries Support Programme (CISP) is a joint programme of four UN agencies, 
FAO, ILO, UNDP and UNESCO. It aims to promote Cambodia’s cultural heritage, while improving 
the livelihoods of the poor in the remotest parts of four provinces, Mondulkiri, Ratankiri, Preah Vihear 
and Kampong Thom.

This catalogue showcases the fascinating products created by indigenous peoples. While these 
products are used as part of their daily activities, the designs were further developed, with the 
support of CISP, to serve the functional needs and decorative tastes of a wider market. This 
catalogue furthermore recounts the lives and practices of the communities that produce them. 

Increasingly known for their beauty, cultural identity and uniqueness, these products attract 
signifi cant amount of attention at trade fairs and exhibits. It is hoped that this catalogue will help 
preserve and promote the culture of Cambodian indigenous peoples, allowing them to be living 
heritage forever.
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