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Figure 6.55 Geographical distribution of bed proportions in private hospitals in relation to all beds
by province, 2005

Source: Report on Health Resources Survey, Bureau of Policy and Strategy, MoPH.

3.  Health Technologies
Major health technologies are drugs and medical supplies as well as medical and health

technologies for use in the treatment of illnesses.

3.1 Drug and Medical Supplies
The quality of domestically produced drugs has much improved as a result, in part, of

the promotion of Good Manufacturing Practices (GMP).  In 2003, the MoPH issued a rule requiring that
all pharmaceutical manufacturers have a GMP certification.  In 2006, 94.4% of the manufacturers were
GMP-certified.
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Source: Drug Control Division, Food and Drug Administration, MoPH.

Figure 6.56 Percentage of GMP-certified drug manufacturers, 1989-2006
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During the economic booming period 1988-1996, with the monopolies of new drugs, the
proportion of imported drugs had a rising trend.  Even after the economic crisis, since 2002, the import
trend had been rising steadily, up to 56.3% in 2005 (Table 6.11 and Figure 6.57).

When considering the values of local production and drug imports, the trends rose steadily,
except for a slightly downward trend for production in 2005, while the import values rose and surpassed
the production values for the same year, the difference being approximately nine billion baht (Figure
6.58).

In addition to production and dispensing of drugs for domestic consumption, some drugs
are exported to other countries, the export values rising from 480.8 million baht in 1989 to 6,958.3
million baht in 2006 (Figure 6.59).
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Figure 6.57   Percentage of locally produced and imported drugs(for human use) 1983-2005

Source: Drug Control Division, Food and Drug Administration, MoPH.

Figure 6.58    Values of locally produced and imported drugs, 1995-2005

Source: Drug Control Division, Food and Drug Administration, MoPH.
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Figure 6.59    Values of drugs exported from Thailand (current prices), 1989-2006

Source: Food and Drug Administration, MoPH.
Note: Data for 1989-2006 were derived from the Customs Department, Ministry of Finance.
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3.2 Medical and Health Technologies
High-technology medical devices are on a rising trend, but mostly clustered in large

cities and in the private sector rather than the public sector, except that extracorporeal shortwave
lithotripters (ESWL) and ultrasound devices are more abundant in the public sector than in the private
sector (Table 6.12).


