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Opening Programme Messages
Rodrigo U. Fuentes
Executive Director, ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity

I am honored and pleased to welcome you to the ASEAN + 3 Regional Workshop on Global Tax-
onomy Initiative. Your presence indicates your governments’ and institutions’ commitment to 

strengthen the science and profession of taxonomy in Southeast Asia.

I would like to thank our partners: the Government 
of France through the French Regional Delegation and 
the French Embassy in Manila; and the Government 
of Japan through the Ministry of the Environment’s 
Biodiversity Center. Your valuable support ensures the 
success of this workshop as a milestone, as this is the 
first regional initiative by the ASEAN Centre for Bio-
diversity and its partners to contribute to the Global 
Taxonomy Initiative.

I also thank the experts from the Japan Inter-
national Cooperation Agency, as well as the special-
ists from other branches of the Japanese government; 
the experts from the Museum of Natural History of 
France, the French Agricultural Research Centre for 
International Development, and the French Research 
Institute  for Development; the European Distributed 

Institute of Taxonomy; the Global Network for Taxonomy; and other taxonomic specialists from 
Southeast Asia.

Special mention and thanks go to our long-time partner, SEARCA—the Southeast Asian 
Regional Center for Graduate Study and Research in Agriculture—through Director Arsenio 
Balisacan and Deputy Director Gil Saguiguit, Jr. for hosting this workshop.

The scientific community has been talking about biodiversity loss, climate change, defores-
tation, desertification, and other environmental issues that confront us today. But one serious 
concern that is falling off from the global political, funding, academic and scientific agendas is 
taxonomy. The issue becomes more serious with the reality that taxonomists, like many endan-
gered species, are not increasing in number.

There is a dire need to revive interest in taxonomy. The diminishing status of this science and 
profession is crippling the ASEAN Member States’ and other Asian countries’ capacity to effec-
tively catalogue our biological resources. We are all aware that without knowledge and under-
standing of species, it would be difficult to plan and implement biodiversity conservation efforts.

We are fortunate to have France and Japan as partners for this workshop. These countries 
are known for their extensive experience in taxonomy, as well as their network of museums, her-
bariums and similar repositories of biological information. They are in the best position to share 
taxonomic knowledge and experience with us.

Many people relate taxonomy to science only. But we believe that taxonomy is one of the 
fundamental tools required by our global community to implement the Millennium Development 
Goals (MDG) and the development targets set by the World Summit for Sustainable Development. 
Without sufficient long-term investment in human resources, infrastructure, and information 
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resources necessary to promote taxonomy, this gap could prevent the implementation 
of sound and scientifically-based sustainable environmental management and develop-
ment policies. And we are all aware that development and environment that are not 
sustainable are a bane to poverty reduction and other MDG goals.

However, all is not lost. Countries that are parties to the UN Convention on Bio-
logical Diversity, or CBD, have realized that taxonomic information, curatorial exper-
tise, and infrastructure are insufficient in many parts of the world, especially in many 
developing countries. Recognizing that this gap is one of the key obstacles in the suc-
cessful implementation of the CBD, the Conference of Parties established the Global 
Taxonomy Initiative.

In the next three days, this workshop will provide a venue for sharing experiences 
in the implementation of the Programme of Work for the Global Taxonomy Initiative. 
Together, we shall identify taxonomic needs in industries, agriculture, forestry and 
fishery, trade and tourism. We will also have the opportunity to identify future pro-
grammes for capacity development in the ASEAN region and other participating coun-
tries.

Out of this workshop, we will have a needs assessment report of the users of taxo-
nomic initiatives and recommendations for a programme of action in addressing the 
taxonomic gaps in the ASEAN + 3. We will also come up with a needs assessment 
report of biodiversity information inventories for decision-making in biodiversity con-
servation and its sustainable use. These reports will be submitted to the Secretariat 
of the CBD. We will also craft a project proposal addressing the gaps and issues on the 
implementation of the GTI.

As the global community continues to be united by technology, especially the Inter-
net and electronic mail, we will contribute our share by coming up with an initial direc-
tory of taxonomists, scientists, policy makers, private sector and other like-minded 
participants to further strengthen the existing networks among the ASEAN+ 3 and 
Mongolia.

On a specific note, I would like to emphasize that taxonomy is a critical tool for 
combating the threat from invasive alien species, which is now considered one of the 
greatest threats to biodiversity, and to the ecological and economic well-being of society 
and the planet.

Invasive alien species cause economic or environmental harm or adversely affect 
human health. In particular, their impact upon biodiversity, includes the decrease 
or elimination of native species—through competition, predation, or transmission of 
pathogens—and the disruption of local ecosystems and ecosystem functions.

Invasive alien species is the theme for the observance of the International Day for 
Biodiversity on May 22nd—the culminating day of this workshop.

In closing, I would like to thank again the Governments of France and Japan. 
ACB’s partnership with them will mobilize and share expertise in the field of taxon-
omy and ensure that taxonomic capacities will be made accessible to ASEAN Member 
States.

I would like to give special thanks to the European Union, through His Excellency, 
Ambassador Alistair McDonald. The EU, through the European Commission, has been 
our major supporter since 1999—from our project days to our institutionalization as an 
international organization.

I wish you all a fruitful workshop.
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Luis Rey I. Velasco
Chancellor
University of the Philippines Los Baños

Our distinguished and imminent guests and participants, Warm Greetings!

Welcome to the University of the Philippines Los Baños campus. We are deeply honored to 
have been chosen as the venue for this important workshop. We hope that our campus will provide 
you with an enabling environment to help you receive inspiration as you interact with each other to 
achieve the goals of this workshop. We thank the organizers of this workshop for choosing UPLB. 
The UPLB is 100 years old this year. Our roots are anchored on agriculture and forestry—disciplines 
that help nurtured the field of taxonomy in the country. We are also going to celebrate the centenary 
of the College of Forestry and Natural Resources next year, and along with it, the centenary of the 
country’s first outdoor laboratory—the legendary and historic Mt. Makiling Forest Reserve.

Mt. Makiling has served not only the Philip-
pines but the world as well. Landmark studies on 
tropical mountain ecosystems were first conducted 
here. It has been a fruitful ground for taxonomy to 
flourish. We have done our best, together with our 
pioneers and predecessors, to protect and conserve 
this mountain and its biodiversity. We believe that 
UPLB, with Mt Makiling as its very important 
asset, will continue to play an important role as an 
effective training ground for pursuing the conser-
vation of the ASEAN region’s biological diversity, 
promoting the sustainable use of biodiversity com-
ponents, and attaining fair and equitable sharing 
of the benefits arising from the use of genetic 
resources. UPLB, therefore, expresses its willing-

ness to be a partner in pursuing the aforementioned goals.

As we celebrate our centenary, we are also doing a lot of soul-searching. We have determined 
that UPLB must pursue distinctive excellence in making science and technology work for society. 
We shall continue to pursue distinctive excellence in the fields of agriculture, biotechnology, engi-
neering and environment. The outputs of this workshop, I believe, will also serve us well as we seek 
to strengthen our core programs.

They say that taxonomists are becoming a rare breed. Rare, but nonetheless remains indispens-
able. I believe the survival of your kind is also a matter of great importance here, for without you, 
who would help us account for many species yet unknown, or even account for what is left. The Phil-
ippines has become famous as the second hottest biodiversity hotspot in the world, but this is not a 
matter to celebrate, for such fame came at the cost of losing much of our natural resource endow-
ments. It is our hope that we shall be able to play a key role in conserving what still remains. One 
way is to harness our natural resource endowments and expertise to train future taxonomists.

The ecosystem approach has forced us to look beyond our traditional boundaries, even beyond 
our national boundaries. We see the increasing need for trans- and cross-disciplinary programs 
and undertakings for the conservation of biodiversity. In such programs and efforts, we believe that 
taxonomists will remain as key players.

Please enjoy your time while you are here. Once again, in behalf of the University, I wish to 
welcome everyone to UPLB—where science and nature is in harmony.

Good day and thank you very much.
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His Excellency Maurice Siveton
Regional Counsellor for Cooperation
The Embassy of France to Thailand

I am very glad to be among you all this morning on the occasion of the launch of 
this workshop on the Global Taxonomy Initiative and please let me welcome you 

warmly. I would like to thank all those who have travelled a long way to attend this 
meeting and the team of ACB who has extremely well organised it.

A few months ago, Rod Fuentes, met me in my office 
and presented to me the GTI in these words: “we can only 
protect and preserve what we know”. Hence the impor-
tance of investing in the Taxonomy and overcome the 
difficulties it faces today for everyone who is willing to 
preserve and to benefit from our biological resources in 
a sustainable way. lt is a stake for every country in our 
globalised world and, for my country, it is considered as 
a real priority. France intends to play an important role 
regarding the protection and the sustainability of our 
common natural resources. Indeed, especially due to our 
overseas territories in the Pacific, in the Indian Ocean 
and in the Caraibbes, we are one of the richest countries 
in terms of biological diversity, with marine and terres-
trial species often endemic and sometimes endangered. 
This position involves responsibilities and requires being 
watchful. This is a good occasion for me to show my deep 
appreciation to the team of IRD Nouma, in New Caledo-
nia, who plays an active role in the Pacific region and who 
is among us today.

A few years ago, in 2005, a national strategy on bio-
diversity was developed in France. lt enabled joint min-
isterial initiatives through various sector-based policies. 
The same year, an international scientific conference on 

biodiversity was organised in Paris. Participants from more than one hundred coun-
tries, including heads of states and governments, scientists, international organisa-
tions and the civil society gathered on this occasion and brought the attention of the 
public opinion, the media, and decision makers on the current biodiversity crisis. 
lt also highlighted the difficulties to manage this crisis with the existing interna-
tional mechanisms.

France is currently facilitating the consultation process to assess the needs of 
an international mechanism in providing scientific expertise on biodiversity as it 
already exists for climate change. The first plenary meeting of its lnternational 
Steering Committee was held in February 2006 in Paris, with the participation of 
scientists, international organisation representatives, governments, and the civil 
society. These kinds of mechanisms supported by the President of the French Repub-
lic, should help convince the international public opinion and the decision makers of 
the seriousness of the crisis of the biodiversity. Moreover, France is willing to work 
towards the implementation of international agreements, including the Convention 
on Biological Diversity, of which we are the third partner country in terms of con-
tributions. This Convention is strategic to improve the coordination between all the 
existing agreements at the regional level on thematically-based issues.



ASEAN + 3 Regional Workshop on Global Taxonomy Initiatives: Needs Assessment and Networking  5 

France has a long tradition of research in Natural Sci-
ences, and I would like to highlight the major role played by 
the National Museum of Natural History that was created 
since the 18th century, and is with us this week also with 
CIRAD and IRD active in every continent for the sustainable 
development and the protection of environment. All of them 
are among us today, to share their experience and skills.

Our national action on biodiversity is in line with Europe 
and international frameworks which motivates our support to 
the organisation of this seminar in one of the most diverse 
regions in the world. Our cooperation is already very active 
in Asia and includes the research programme entitled “Sud-
Expert Plantes in Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam. Researchers 
from the National Museum of Natural History, CIRAD and 
IRD are associated to this programme that will be presented 
later on during the workshop. These research institutes will 
be sharing their expertise and make presentations on their 
respective activities in the region and on partnerships.

Finally, let me thank our partners from Japan and more 
particularly the Biodiversity Center of Japan representatives 
who have supported the organisation of this seminar with the 
French Cooperation Section in Bangkok and in Manila. What 
is important to achieve today is to expertise the needs in terms 
of taxonomy and to develop networks of scientific cooperation. 
We expect this seminar to enable exchanges between the 
institutions with a mandate on biodiversity: EDIT, ESABIl, 
BioNET, GBIF, and others. The good-willing scientists are 
numerous, and institutions very active. To me, this workshop 
is a unique occasion to improve our respective knowledge and 
the efficiency of our actions.

I am convinced that our work during this workshop will 
result in the creation of fruitful partnerships and in the devel-
opment of  common projects. I am also sure that our proposals 
will be of interest for all of those who are working to protect 
biodiversity. Our aim could be to present our programme of 
work on the occasion of the coming ASEAN Conference on Bio-
diversity scheduled for October in Singapore.

I wish you a pleasant stay in Los Baños and let’s take 
advantage of its natural and peaceful atmosphere to have a 
productive work.
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Dr. Noriaki Sakaguchi
Head of Delegation
Ministry of the Environment, Japan

On behalf of the Director of the Biodiversity Center of Japan, 
Toshio Torii, I would like to express my sincerest gratitude 

to Director Fuentes and the staff of ACB for their preparation of 
this ASEAN+3 GTI Workshop. We are very pleased to hold this 
important workshop with many participants from ASEAN and 
East Asian countries. We also thank the Government of France 

for involving not only the ASEAN 
countries, but also East Asian coun-
tries.

As you know, we are now heading 
for the target year 2010 for biodiver-
sity conservation. There are enormous 
challenges and obstacles to success-
fully implement CBD and achieve the 
2010 Target. Lack of capacity of tax-
onomy and biodiversity information 
is one of the most prioritized issues 
which we have to overcome. Global 
Taxonomy Initiative,(GTI), plays key 
roles to eliminate these obstacles. 
The COP9 of CBD adopted the Pro-
gramme of Work (PoW) with deliver-
able outcomes including development 
of regional and national action plans 

for taxonomy capacity building.

As host country of COP10 of CBD, Japan started the East and 
Southeast Biodiversity Information Initiative (ESABII), which 
aims to promote the development of biodiversity information and 
to enhance capacity of taxonomy for conservation and sustainable 
use of biodiversity. We held a symposium and experts meeting 
last January in Tokyo and was participated in by our colleagues 
from East and Southeast Asia in order to discuss the framework 
and strategy for promoting the ESABII. I am delighted to see 
you, Dr. Fuentes, and Mr. Arief from RCB, LIPI, Indonesia and 
Dr. Lee from NIBR in ROK, and Junko San from SCBD.

We, all of the participants, must recognize that today’s work-
shop could be the first step to accomplish and implement the Pro-
gramme of Work of GTI. In other words, this workshop gives us 
a venue to identify and set priority of needs for taxonomy and 
biodiversity information for conservation and sustainable use of 
biodiversity, which is essential to an effective action plan.

Let me conclude my speech to express my hope that this 
workshop could be fruitful and successful for all our participants 
from Southeast Asia and East Asia.

Thank you very much.
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H.E. Ambassador Alistair MacDonald
Head of Delegation of the European Commission, Philippines

I  am delighted to be with you today, at the opening of the ASEAN regional work-
shop on the global taxonomy initiative.

I am told that some people might say that taxonomy, the description, naming and 
classification of organisms, is a very technical issue, of interest only to scientists 
who would prefer to have been librarians.

I am also told that taxonomy is however very important for all the industries 
relying on biodiversity such as medicines, pharmaceuticals, wildlife trade and 
its enforcement, agriculture, aquaculture, forestry, fishery and food production, 
tourism, and for others who need a precise and clear identification of the materials 
and products which they are studying. A clear and effective taxonomy is a funda-
mental and essential tool for the global community to be able to implement sound, 
scientifically-based sustainable development policies. Taxonomic capacities need to 
be accessible in all countries and in all concerned sectors, and taxonomy expertise 
needs to be mobilized and shared.

That’s what I’m told. But what I know is that tax-
onomy is fun! As a (very) amateur bird-watcher, I get 
excited when I look into the history of the scientific 
names of the birds that I see, or hope to see—let me 
refer you to… And I get excited also when I read about 
possible splits, arising from recent research, which may 
mean that I can say that I’ve seen two species for the 
price of one. As I said, though, my interest in this is 
strictly amateur, so please don’t ask me any tricky ques-
tions about recent developments in avian taxonomy.

Personal interests to one side, this week’s workshop 
has, I believe, a significance which goes beyond the topics 
you will be discussing. The workshop is also important 
as a concrete example of three donors_—the European 
Commission, France and Japan_—working together in 
cooperation with the ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity. 
This joint effort reflects the strong commitment of each 
partner to biodiversity conservation, and recognises 
also the crucial role that the ACB is playing as a centre 

of excellence for the promotion and protection of biodiversity in South East Asia.

This region is of course of immense importance for global biodiversity, since 
it contains the natural habitats of up to 40percent of all the species on earth. The 
diversity of ASEAN biological resources is astonishing. I always like to highlight 
this significance by comparing biodiversity in this region with that of Europe: A 
single small tropical forest patch in ASEAN, covering just a couple of hundred hect-
ares may support more endemic bird and mammal species than there are in the 
whole of Germany, the Netherlands and Belgium combined—and in Scotland, we 
only have one single endemic bird species. You can understand why I like to be here 
in the Philippines!
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Since the mid 90’s, the European Commission has been 
assisting ASEAN in its efforts in establishing a regional insti-
tution to promote knowledge sharing about best practices and 
common efforts in biodiversity. Already in 1995, we were talking 
to ASEAN about helping establish the ASEAN Regional Centre 
for Biodiversity Conservation (ARCBC, the predecessor of ACB). 
And following the successful implementation of that programme, 
we signed a Financing Agreement with the ASEAN Secretariat 
in 2005, granting a further contribution of € 6 million to support 
the creation of the ACB.

In the few years since the Centre was formally established, 
its results have been impressive. ACB has been instrumental in 
helping prepare a number of ASEAN agreements on biodiver-
sity-related issues. Thanks to the ACB, the skills and capacity 
of policy makers, experts and technical staff in the region have 
been strengthened. And the ACB is proving that an ASEAN 
institution of this type can make a very valuable contribution to 
the future of biodiversity in South East Asia.

Nevertheless, the task ahead is still enormous. And one of 
the key issues to ensure that the ACB will be able to continue 
delivering all these crucial services, after the EC assistance, is to 
ensure the Centre’s long-term financial sustainability. To do so, 
resources from the ASEAN countries will be needed, which can 
of course be augmented by support from the donor community. 
ACB’s mandate is biodiversity conservation, and biodiversity is a 
public good, so caring about its conservation is actually a respon-
sibility of the human community as a whole. Let me take this 
opportunity to acknowledge France and Japan’s support to this 
workshop which I hope may be an initial step in a broader col-
laboration between these countries and the ACB.

Ladies and gentlemen, the European Commission is proud to 
have contributed to the establishment of the ACB, and I am very 
confident that the Centre will continue to make a crucial con-
tribution in strengthening regional cooperation in this essential 
domain. My thanks to the ACB and Director Fuentes for taking 
the initiative to carry out this workshop. My thanks again to 
France and Japan for making this possible, and my thanks of 
course to SEARCA for being our host today.

Thank you, maraming salamat po.
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Keynote Speech
Honorable Secretary Jose L. Atienza, Jr.
(Represented by Hon. Usec. Manuel Gerochi)

We are here today because of a problem. One which may not be as sensational as 
the global financial crisis, the Influenza A virus or H1N1, and the ongoing con-

flict in the Middle East. If left unchecked, however, it will have far-reaching effects 
across the globe.

Our problem is the fact that in the last few decades, the discipline of taxonomy—
the science of describing, naming and classifying organisms—has been falling off 
the global political, funding, and academic agendas. Taxonomy has always been a 
poorly understood science. While it is one of the most needed of the sciences, it is 
unfortunately the least rated of all of them.

The taxonomic roadblock to 
progress in the study of biodiversity 
is connected to a global shortage of 
taxonomists who can be tapped to 
identify species, describe species 
that are new to science, determine 
their taxonomic relationships, and 
make predictions about their prop-
erties. The taxonomic workforce is 
aging. What worsens the problem 
is the decline in students being 
trained in taxonomy.

Many trained taxonomists are 
under-utilized due to insufficient 
funds allocated to taxonomic study. 
Every major museum suffers from 
the backlog of unstudied specimens 
and undescribed new species, while 
every curator can cite the loss of 

students who were interested in taxonomy, but could not get sufficient fellowship 
support or failed to find a paying job.

Taxonomy is very important for biodiversity. We are aware that taxonomic 
information is crucial to understanding biodiversity and maximizing its use and 
protection. For how will we implement effective conservation measures if we do not 
fully understand the natural treasures that we have?

Southeast Asia, despite occupying a meager three percent of the earth’s total 
surface, is home to 20 percent of all known species of plants and animals. This 
makes it critically important to global environmental sustainability. Our moun-
tains, jungles, lakes, rivers, and seas form one of the biggest biodiversity pools in 
the world. We have three mega-diverse countries (Indonesia, Malaysia and the Phil-
ippines); several bio-geographical units (e.g. Malesia, Wallacea, Sundaland, Indo-
Burma, and the Central Indo-Pacific); and numerous centers of concentration of 
restricted-range bird, plant and insect species.
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We have to admit that while we have identified thousands of species, we know 
only a fraction of the species on earth. There is still so much out there. It is impor-
tant to note that the groups that are the least-known are often those with the most 
potential for discovery of products of use to humankind.

This is where taxonomy comes in. It is not there to simply name and identify 
species. It can be a useful tool to improve knowledge, which can then lead to the 
efficient use and protection of biodiversity. Taxonomic information provides insights 
that are used by ecologists and management authorities to understand species dis-
tributions, untangle species interactions and ecosystem structure, rank and justify 
conservation areas, and plan restoration efforts.

This “Regional Workshop on Global Taxonomy Initiative (GTI): Needs Assess-
ment and Networking” comes at a very opportune time. It is a crucial initial step to 
address the widely recognized taxonomic impediment that we all face.

In the next three days, we will share experiences in the implementation of the 
Programme of Work for the Global Taxonomy Initiative in our respective countries. 
We will also identify future programmes for capacity development in Southeast Asia 
and other participating countries, and come up with a needs assessment report of 
the users of taxonomic initiatives and recommendations for a programme of action 
in addressing the taxonomic gaps in the ASEAN + 3.

As Host Country to the ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity and this particular 
workshop, the Philippine Department of Environment and Natural Resources would 
like extend its sincerest gratitude to the Government of France through the French 
Regional Delegation and the French Embassy in Manila; and the Government of 
Japan through the Ministry of the Environment’s Biodiversity Center for making 
this most important gathering possible.

We also thank our partners from the Japan International Cooperation Agency 
(JICA), specialists from other branches of the Japanese government, experts from the 
Museum of Natural History of France (MNHN), the French Agricultural Research 
Centre for International Development (CIRAD), the French Research Institute for 
Development (IRD), European Distributed Institute of Taxonomy (EDIT), the Global 
Network for Taxonomy (Bionet), and other taxonomic specialists in the region.

The Southeast Asian Regional Center for Graduate Study and Research in 
Agriculture (SEARCA) deserves much gratitude for graciously welcoming us in 
their facilities.

We also thank the European Commission for its continued support to the needs 
of the ASEAN Member States on biodiversity.

Through this collaboration among countries and among institutions, we are able 
to mobilize and share expertise in the field of taxonomy and ensure that taxonomic 
capacities will be made accessible to the Philippines and other ASEAN Member 
States. Taxonomy should be revived. It should be allowed to go on because it is abso-
lutely necessary and vital.

Once again, the Philippine Department of Environment and Natural Resources 
wishes to express our sincerest gratitude to the Governments of France and Japan, 
ASEAN Member States, Korea, China, the European Union, and our resource 
persons and participants. We look forward to three days of insightful and fruitful 
discussions.

Mabuhay!
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Background

The 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro gave birth to the Convention on Biological Diver-

sity (CBD). The three goals of this Convention—conservation of biological diversity, sustain-

able use of its components, and fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising from the use 

of genetic resources—have become prime points on the political agenda of most of the world’s 

governments. Achieving these goals depends largely on our understanding of biodiversity. Yet, 

in many countries worldwide, particularly in the tropics, many species remain poorly known 

or undescribed and unnamed. Taxonomy—the science of describing, naming, and classifying 

organisms—has also been hampered by the shortage or lack of expertise at the regional and 

national levels.

The Conference of the Parties (COP) for the CBD adopted the ecosystem approach toward 

conservation rather than conserving only charismatic species or vegetation types. As such, 

taxonomic expertise and competence have become needed across all taxonomic groups of living 

organisms. However, at the Second Meeting of the COP for the CBD, the Parties acknowl-

edged that taxonomic (inclusive of genetic) information, taxonomic and curatorial exper-

tise and infrastructure are insufficient in many parts of the world, especially in developing 

countries. Hence, such lack of expertise was anticipated to be one of the key obstacles in the 

implementation of the Convention, in particular of Article 7 on identification and monitoring. 

To help address this taxonomic impediment, subsequent COP meetings endorsed the recom-

mendations of the consecutive Subsidiary Body for Scientific, Technical and Technological 

Advice (SBSTTA) and established the Global Taxonomy Initiative (GTI).
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The Programme of Work (PoW) for the GTI consists of five operational objectives:

(1) assess taxonomic needs and capacities at national, regional, and global levels for the 

implementation of the Convention;

(2) provide focus to help build and maintain the human resources, systems, and infra-

structure needed to obtain, collate, and curate the biological specimens that are the 

basis for taxonomic knowledge;

(3) facilitate an improved and effective infrastructure/system for access to taxonomic 

information with priority on ensuring that countries of origin gain access to informa-

tion concerning elements of their biodiversity;

(4) within the major thematic work programmes of the Convention, include key taxonomic 

objectives to generate information needed for decision-making in conservation and sus-

tainable use of biological diversity and its components; and

(5) within the work on cross-cutting issues of the Convention, include key taxonomic objec-

tives to generate information needed for decision-making in the conservation and sus-

tainable use of biological diversity and its components.

At the COP9, outcome-oriented deliverables of each of the planned activities of the PoW 

for the GTI were  endorsed. In decision IX/22, the following were annexed:

Planned activity 1: Country-based taxonomic needs assessments and identification of priorities

Output 1.1.1. An Assessment Support Pack developed and made available through the 

GTI Portal by the end of 2009, building on the assessments done on the BioNET-

INTERNATIONAL Web site. Suggested actors may include Parties, BioNET-INTER-

NATIONAL; the Coordination Mechanism of the Global Taxonomy Initiative, and 

other compilers of taxonomic needs assessments.

Output 1.1.2. A taxonomic needs assessment in at least one sector completed by 10 

percent of Parties by 2010, and by 25 percent of all Parties by 2012. Suggested actors 

may include Parties with assistance from taxonomic institutions and networks and 

GTI national focal points.

Planned activity 2: Regional taxonomic needs assessments and identification of priorities

Output 1.2.1. At least one pilot regional assessment within a United Nations sub-region 

completed, and integrated with the implementation of a thematic area or cross-

cutting issue of the CBD, by the end of 2009. Results and lessons learned can be 

placed before the fourteenth meeting of the SBSTTA and disseminated by the Clear-

ing-House Mechanism. Suggested actors may include BioNET-INTERNATIONAL, 

CBOL, Species 2000, and ITIS Catalog of Life.

In view of the above, workshops that aim to identify the national and regional taxonomic 

needs of the end users of taxonomic knowledge and taxonomic services are recommended.
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Although there is inad-

equacy in the field of tax-

onomy, the discipline fares 

much better when com-

pared to other sectors in the 

economy (trade and indus-

try) and governance (min-

istries) where taxonomy is 

needed but are staffed by non-taxonomists. Industries relying on biodiversity such 

as medicine/pharmaceuticals, wildlife trade and its enforcement, agriculture, aqua-

culture, forestry, fishery and food production, tourism, and other industries require 

the identification of the materials and products that they are using and trading. The 

industries sector, however, leaves much to be desired if it would contribute to the objec-

tives of the GTI PoW and the Millennium Development Goals.

Adequate taxonomic knowledge and services is one of the fundamental tools 

required for the global community to implement the Millennium Development Goals 

and the development targets from the World Summit for Sustainable Development. 

Without adequate long-term investment in the human, infrastructural (including, 

important biological collections), and information resources necessary to underpin the 

science of taxonomy, the now well-recognized taxonomic impediment will continue to 

prevent the implementation of sound, scientifically-based sustainable, environmental 

management and development policies.

Taxonomic expertise needs to be mobilized and shared. Taxonomic capacities need 

to be accessible to all countries and in concerned sectors to support the prompt identi-

fication and monitoring of these concerns.

The “ASEAN + 3 Regional Workshop on Global Taxonomy Initiative: Needs Assess-

ment and Networking” was conceptualized  address this need.
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Objectives of the Workshop
The general objective of the workshop was to provide a venue for sharing experiences especially in 

best cases and lessons learned in the implementation of the Programme of Work (PoW) for the Global 

Taxonomy Initiative (GTI) and identify future programmes and plans for capability development in the 

ASEAN.

Specifically, the workshop sought to:

•	 Provide a venue to discuss the PoW for the GTI and identify best cases and lessons learned from its 

implementation

•	 Establish a baseline / status of the PoW for the GTI among the ASEAN member states

•	 Recommend doable activities (future courses of action) based on best cases and lessons learned 

including future activities with France and other European countries

•	 Establish an initial network of taxonomists/systematists, other scientists, policy makers between 

ASEAN and France, other European Commission (EC) countries and among the participants 

Organization of the Workshop
The workshop began with 

a presentation of the state 

of taxonomy in the ASEAN 

region. This was followed by 

the presentation of the CBD 

Global Taxonomy Initiative 

and its status in the global 

level to contextualize the 

ASEAN GTI. The French 

counterpart presented their 

experiences in implement-

ing the GTI in some parts of 

Southeast Asia and the South 

Pacific, and Europe’s case as a whole. This served as a reference point for the implementation of the GTI 

in different regions of the globe.

Given the overall picture of the taxonomy scene, the participating countries, through a “roundtable 

type” of discussion, shared their current efforts on taxonomic initiatives, their best cases, lessons learned, 

and challenges faced in implementing the GTI.

Based on the best cases and lessons learned, the participating countries formulated future courses of 

action for the ASEAN region as a whole and for their respective countries’ implementation

The future courses of action aimed to address the following:

•	 Scientific Capability Development
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•	 Information exchange and networking

•	 Collaboration activities with French institutions and other European countries / agen-

cies

•	 Sustainable financing for the ASEAN GTI

A recap of the courses of action was presented for final review.

Expected Outputs
 for the GTI in the ASEAN region

•	 Courses of action for the implementation of the Programme of Work for the GTI in the 

ASEAN region

•	 Collaborative activities identified with France and other European countries

•	 An initial directory of taxonomists, scientists, policy makers, and other like-minded 

participants to establish a network among ASEAN Member States (AMS) and French 

Experts

The Post-Workshop output shall form part of the  proceedings of the activity and a policy 

brief to be disseminated among the AMS and the French Government.

Participants of the Workshop
A total of 67 participants from 14 countries attended the workshop. The breakdown of 

country representation is as follows: Japan – 7; France – 10; AMS – 44 (official and non-

official); China – 2; South Korea – 2; SCBD – 1. All AMS were represented, with each country 

sending four representatives,  specifically the National Contact Point for the in-country GTI, 

the ACB National Contact Point, one expert from the government or academe, and one from 

the private sector.

Aside from the AMS, other resource persons who facilitated the discussions and workshop 

proper, came from France, and Japan. The French government supported the French experts 

working in Southeast Asia and the South Pacific who shared their experiences with their 

ASEAN counterparts in building overall the human and institutional capabilities for under-

takings essential to taxonomic work. The Japanese del-

egation included  persons from the Biodiversity Center 

of Japan and the Japan Wildlife Research Center, both 

from the Ministry of the Environment. Japan also 

invited participants from China and South Korea who 

are involved in the ESABII (East and Southeast Asia 

Biodiversity Information Initiative).

The list of participants is attached as ANNEX 1.
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Opening Program
The program was attended by dignitaries from the co-sponsors, namely:

•	 Mr. Maurice Silverton, Regional Counsellor for Cooperation, Embassy of France in Thailand;

•	 Dr. Noriaki Sakaguchi, Head of the Japanese Delegation and Deputy Director, Biodiversity Center, 

Ministry of the Environment of Japan;

•	 Dr. Keiichi Matsuura, Vice Chair of the Governing Board of the Global Biodiversity Information 

Facility;

•	 Dr. Junko Shimura, Programme Officer of Taxonomy and Invasive Alien Species, Secretariat of the 

Convention on Biological Diversity;

•	 Dr. Luis Rey Velasco, Chancellor, University of the 

Philippines at Los Baños;

•	 Dr. Gil Saguiguit, Deputy Director, Southeast Asian 

Regional Center for Graduate Study and Research 

in Agriculture (SEARCA)

Welcome messages were delivered by the follow-

ing officials:

•	 Mr. Rodrigo U. Fuentes, Executive Director, 

ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity

•	 Mr. Maurice Siveton, Regional Counsellor for 

Cooperation, Embassy of France in Thailand;

•	 Dr. Noriaki Sakaguchi, Head of the Japanese 

Delegation and Deputy Director, Biodiversity 

Center, Ministry of the Environment of Japan;

•	 Dr. Emmanuel Abraham, representing Dr. Luis 

Rey Velasco, Chancellor, University of the Philip-

pines at Los Banos;

•	 Mr. Manuel D. Gerochi, Undersecretary for 

Staff Bureaus, Department of Environment and 

Natural Resources (DENR), Philippines, repre-

senting DENR Secretary Jose L. Atienza Jr.

In his keynote address, Secretary Atienza of the 

DENR-Philippines highlighted that “Taxonomy is very 

important for biodiversity. It is not there to simply name 

and identify species. It can be a useful tool to improve 

knowledge, which can then lead to the efficient use and 

protection of biodiversity. Taxonomic information pro-

vides insights that are used by ecologists and management authorities to understand species distribu-

tions, untangle species interactions and ecosystem structure, rank and justify conservation areas, and 

plan restoration efforts.”
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Maurice Siveton, Regional Counsellor for Cooperation of the Embassy 

of France in Thailand, stressed the need to develop networks of scientific 

cooperation. He highlighted France’s action “to help convince interna-

tional public opinion and decision makers of the seriousness of the crisis 

of biodiversity loss.”

Ambassador Alistair MacDonald of the EC Delegation to the Philip-

pines acknowledged the collaboration among the European Commission, 

France and Japan in supporting initiatives to strengthen the capacity of 

countries in Southeast Asia to conserve biodiversity.

The full text of the speeches are in Annex 5.

Workshop Proper
A Welcome Dinner for the participants was hosted by the Chancellor 

of UPLB, Dr. Luis Rey I. Velasco on 18 May.

Day 1 (19 May)

In the morning session, six (6) presenters delivered their papers, 

including the Rationale and Mechanics of the workshop. The morning 

session specifically discussed the global picture of the GTI and related 

activities.

As the first presentor, Dr. Junko Shimura of the CBD Secretariat 

gave an overview and status of the CBD Global Taxonomy Initiative. The 

goals and the elements of the GTI were elaborated upon. She also dis-

cussed the frequently asked questions regarding the GTI. Other topics 

of discussion were the 2010 agenda of the CBD and the good practices 

and suggested actors such as the BioNET Loops, EDIT, GBIF, and most 

recently the ESABII.

The second presentor was Professor Thierry Bourgoin, Deputy Direc-

tor of the Museum of Natural History National (MNHN) Collections in 

France. He discussed what EDIT is all about and how it integrates the 

taxonomic landscape in Europe for the GTI. Some avenues for cooperation 

with the GTI in Asia were also presented.

Dr. Keiichi Matsuura from GBIF, as the third speaker, discussed 

the worldwide GBIF framework and strategy. Central to the GBIF is the 

facilitation of free and open access to biodiversity data worldwide via the 

internet to underpin sustainable development.

Dr. Motomi Ito of the University of Tokyo presented the contributions 

of GBIF to biodiversity conservation at the global level and posed chal-
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lenges to the ASEAN +3 countries. As a node information provider to the GBIF, Dr. 

Ito discussed the operations and relationship of the Japan node to other information 

providers such as the Japan-Biodiversity Observation Network. In conclusion, he men-

tioned that there is a gap on information in Asia.

The East and Southeast Asia Biodiversity Information Initiative (ESABII) was 

introduced to the participants by Dr. Noriaki Sakaguchi, the Deputy Director of the 

Biodiversity Center of Japan under the Nature Conservation Bureau of the Minis-

try of Environment Japan. He discussed the international cooperation strategy of the 

ESABII and presented its workplan.

As the ACB representative, Dr. Filiberto Pollisco, Jr., a program specialist of the 

ACB, presented the proceedings of the first GTI workshop in Asia that was held in 

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia last September 2002. He discussed the differences between 

the 1st GTI Workshop and the present GTI workshop including the recommendations 

and output of the former.

In the afternoon session, specific project activities were presented and discussions 

ensued after the presentations. The afternoon session started with an open forum 

facilitated by Dr. Benito Tan of the National Parks Board, Singapore, with Dr. Thierry 

Bourgoin. The Open Forum concentrated on what happened after the first GTI work-

shop that was held in Malaysia in 2002. Dr. Pollisco discussed the differences between 

the output of the first workshop and the output of this workshop. Dr. Shimura elabo-

rated more on the activities after the first workshop which was another workshop held 

in Brazil in 2004 and afterwards, GTI activities waned until this workshop.

Dr. Sovanmoly Hul from the MNHN-Paris France, described the taxonomy and 

collections of the Paris Herbarium and what it can offer to the ASEAN counterparts. 

She also discussed the role of the MNHN in systematic research.

Monsieur Jerome Munzinger also presented his paper on the Insititut de Recher-

che pour le Developpement (IRD) contribution to the taxonomy of the Pacific Flora 

and Fauna for terrestrial and marine ecosystems. He described and also demon-

strated the contents of the database they have developed. Updates on IRD’s activities 

were presented including the new network project GOPS – Grand Observatoire de 

L’environnement et de la Biodiversite terrestre et marine du Pacifique Sud.

Dr. Nicolas Bailley of the World Fish Center based in the Philippines presented 

“The Catalogue of Life” database. He described its present status and its future. He 

included the discussion on the Species 2000 wherein its goal is to create a validated 

checklist of all the world’s species. Species 2000 also integrates the IT IS – Integrated 

Taxonomy Information System where all validated checklist of species in the United 

States will be housed. The envisioned activities would be limited only to the US States 

but would be expanding later to the North American Continent.
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Monsieur Jerome Millet, the Sud expert on Plant Project of France based in 

Lao PDR presented the rationale of the project, the assessment of the flora of South 

east Asia particularly in French speaking countries of Southeast Asia, the partners 

involved, and the components of the project, which are Capability development, support 

to herbarium and networking, and research. He gave updates on what was happening 

about the project.

Dr. Haining Qin, Deputy Director of the Center for Documents & Information, 

Institute of Botany in the Chinese Academy of Science described the development of 

plants list in China. He also presented that the database has 34,377 species. He pre-

sented the future plans for the Plants List, which are to promote, improve it to be more 

flexible for web users, and to do more international cooperation.

Dr. Byoung Yoon Lee of Korea, a chief researcher at the department of biological 

diversity at the NIBR investigates biogeographic effects against climate change, docu-

menting inventories of indigenous species of Korea, and providing species identifica-

tion services from May 2009 with the on-line interactive identification keys from the 

end of this year. He updated the participants on what Korea is doing for GTI and the 

plans and programs for scientific capacity development in Korea.

The roundtable discussion that followed after the presentations were facilitated 

by Dr. Domingo Madulid, the GTI National Focal Point of the Philippines, and Mon-

sieur Herve Jourdan of France’s IRD based in Noumea, New Caledonia. The discussion 

focused on the status of the GTI implementation in East and Southeast Asia.

Day 2 (20 May)

Prior to the break-up of the participants into different groups, a recap was done by 

Dr. Monina Uriarte of ACB, and immediately followed by a paper presentation by M. 

Herve Jourdan of IRD-Noumea, New Caledonia.

M. Jourdan described the activities in bar-coding and taxonomy in the Pacific 

Island States. He concluded that bar-coding is a tool that would help in the identifica-

tion of species and that a more integrative approach to taxonomy should be promoted.

After the Open Forum, of which there were no questions asked, the body was 

divided into three groups. Each group was assigned a specific topic: Group 1–Scien-

tific Capacity Development; Group 2–Information Exchange and Networking; Group 

3–Needs for Biodiversity Information

Day 3 (21 May)

The morning of Day 3 was devoted to the break-out group sessions to finalize their 

discussions on their assignments. The Plenary, where the group outputs were pre-

sented and discussed, was held just before noon.
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A resolution was also crafted and adopted by the participants. This is attached as ANNEX 2.

The participants also developed and adopted a Regional Action Plan on GTI. This is attached as 

ANNEX 3.

Elements of a GTI program proposal were also identified and these are shown in ANNEX 4.

The Closing Program messages were delivered by Dr. Gil Saguigit, Deputy Director of the host institu-

tion, SEARCA, and by Dr. Antonio Manila, Deputy Director of the Protected Areas and Wildlife Bureau, 

DENR as the host country.

Certificates of participation were handed out to the workshop participants.

After the Closing Program, the body was divided into three groups and taken to a tour of the Univer-

sity Herbarium in the nearby building (Institute of Biological Sciences).

Day 4 (22 May) International Day for Biodiversity 2009

The fourth day was the celebration of the International Day for Biodiversity. A formal programme 

was the main activity of the morning. Attendees were the GTI workshop participants, UPLB Youth, 

Ambassadors/representatives of the Embassies of France, Cambodia, European Commission, Lao PDR, 

and Singapore.

The representative of the Office of the Mayor of Los Baños, Laguna delivered a message from Mayor 

Caesar Perez.

The latest video documentaries of the Centre entitled “Values of Biodiversity” and “ACB: An Introduc-

tion” were premiered during the programme. Copies were also distributed to the participants.

ACB, the European Commission, and the Asian Institute of Journalism launched the first ASEAN-

wide photo contest on biodiversity “Zooming in on Biodiversity”.

A ceremonial watering of the ASEAN-EU trees planted in the UPLB CFNR Campus at the foot of Mt. 

Makiling by the European and ASEAN ambassadors last September 2009 capped the celebration.

After the programme, the attendees were again divided into two groups; one group went to Manila to 

tour the historical sites; the other group was taken to the Makiling Botanic Gardens and the Mudspring, 

a volcanic mudpool located 400 meters above sea level up the legendary Mt. Makiling.

On the same day, the executive officials of the ACB were in the Philippine Senate where the Host 

Country Agreement (HCA) of the ACB was presented on the floor in the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

The HCA was approved by the Committee. The Chair also assured the executive officials of the ACB that 

the HCA is as good as ratified by the Senate in its next plenary meeting.

Day 5 (23 May) Departure

All participants departed on the 5th day.
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Annex 2
Resolution

Taxonomy is a basic tool to achieve the objectives of the Convention on Biological 

Diversity, namely: the conservation of biodiversity, sustainable use of its components, and 

fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of genetic resources. To reach the goals 

of the Convention however, we have to fully understand and know the species richness of 

Southeast Asia’s  biodiversity. There is a need therefore to address the lack of information, 

limited number of taxonomists, weaknesses in networking, limited funding, and lack of 

understanding by policy makers.

1.	 ASEAN Member States, in the spirit of the ASEAN-ESABII-regional and inter-

national participating countries during the ASEAN+3 Regional Workshop on 

Global Taxonomy Initiative, declare our hope to strengthen collaboration in 

implementing the GTI-Programme of Work and emphasize the need for capacity 

building on taxonomy in the region. Measures include building capacity and cre-

ating new possibilities for taxonomists; increasing networking and information 

exchange within and with the taxonomic community, and seeking new avenues 

for funding and technical support

2.	 Under ACB coordination, ASEAN Member States recommend the adoption of 

the Draft of the Regional Action Plan 2010-2014 to support the Programme of 

Work for the Global Taxonomy Initiative in the region, for implementation by 

each country. Policy makers, researchers, academicians, and end users of taxo-

nomic information are all major stakeholders and need to work hand in hand to 

advance the Global Taxonomy Initiative.





Annex 3

GTI Workshop–Consolidated Output of Group Sessions:

ASEAN Regional Action Plan 2010-2014
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•	 ACB should adopt the concept of 
Heart of Borneo; Other member 
countries should consider a similar 
concept;

•	 Propose more similar transboundary 
projects in the Region

•	 Encourage sharing within the region
•	 Conduct more meetings on GTI 

focusing on the ASEAN Region
•	 Improve regional cooperation
•	 Encourage ASEAN Member States 

to make use of the National lists in 
reference to the CITES list / IUCN list

•	 Propose agenda item on taxonomy for 
policy makers in their meetings

•	 CEPA
w	 Interpret taxonomic information for 

better appreciation by government 
policy makers;

w	 Simplify presentation of taxonomic 
data without losing the scientific 
basis for better appreciation of 
policy makers

•	 Information networking
w	 Establish a biodiversity portal for 

each country using both the English 
and local languages

w	 Establish standards for information 
exchange

w	 Encourage information exchange 
with local people

•	 Encourage participation in the 
biodiversity meeting in Singapore 
(ASEAN Conference on Biodiversity 
2009)

•	 Integrate information on biological 
materials for each ASEAN+3 countries 
into a Database
w	 Economically valuable species
w	 Invasive alien species
w	 Climate change adaptation
w	 Ethno-botany
w	 Monitoring information – 

conservation status (IUCN status on 
protected areas)

w	 Integrate IUCN’s Red list (threatened 
categories should be different at the 
national level) in CITES publication in 
the GBIF

w	 Coordination networking
w	 Threatened species listed on CITES 

Appendices
w	 GBIF data in the ASEAN region
w	 Keystone species that are difficult to 

be defined or selected
w	 Indicator species
w	 Endemic species
w	 Migratory species

Policy Makers/

Decision Makers

•	 Policy makers are more interested in 
data in the context of ecosystems, 
watersheds, etc.
•	 New information on taxonomy needs 

to be generated
•	 Access to existing information on 

taxonomy (information system, easy 
access of scientific literature) needs 
to be improved

•	 Need to have an operational global 
taxonomic view

•	 Description on necessity of 
taxonomic capacity building into 
NBSAP and other national level 
environmental policy agendas

•	 Lack of application of taxonomy to 
policies

•	 Lack of databases on taxonomy
•	 List of organisms (baseline data 

for all member countries) should 
include status of conservation 
and details of taxonomic and 
ecological information

Annex 3

GTI Workshop–Consolidated Output of Group Sessions: 
ASEAN Regional Action Plan 2010-2014

Needs and Capacity Gaps	 Recommended Actions	 Time Frame	 Who
2009 – 2010

2010 

Once every two 
years

ACB & AMS

ACB & AMS

ASEAN + 3



ASEAN + 3 Regional Workshop on Global Taxonomy Initiatives: Needs Assessment and Networking  41 

Needs and Capacity Gaps	 Recommended Actions	 Time Frame	 Who
Users of 

Taxonomy
2009 (for 

development 
of directories)

ACB and AMS•	 Lack of taxonomists to assist 
practitioners of traditional medicine

•	 Inadequate information and training 
in species identification for Customs 
officers

•	 Lack of taxonomic expertise 
in plantation crop industry or 
pharmaceutical industry

•	 Lack of communication between 
taxonomic community and private 
sector

•	 Lack of information on the compatibility 
of existing databases to adapt to global 
database

•	 No ASEAN server to link with other 
servers in China, Korea and Japan

•	 Existing DB is not flexible enough to 
be able to absorb new categories of 
information and to be incorporated into 
other DB e.g. ACB database

•	 There must be a facility for identifying 
IAS in entry points

•	 Generate two sets of taxonomic 
information/data – one basic 
information for the professional / 
scientific community and another one 
for the practitioners

•	 Develop a directory at all levels
•	 Develop guidelines for enforcement 

officers
•	 Providetraining on IT for data 

accumulation/integration
•	 Use GBIF database as common 

database
•	 ACB should follow the GBIF data 

conditions
•	 ACB should become a member of the 

GBIF
•	 Put a page in the ACB website to link 

(URLs) all the existing networks on data 
bases relevant to GTI

•	 ACB to take part in linking with ASEAN 
server to China, Korea and Japan

•	 Suggest ACB to provide training 
regionally

•	 Develop inventories for focused groups 
such as: Invasive species, alien species, 
economically important species, 
Keystone species, Indicator species, 
endemic species

•	 ACB to play a role in helping AMS to 
identify the species and their risks

•	 Establish Taxonomic Working Groups 
that would be able to advise on 
quarantine regulations and enforcement 
agencies

•	 Encourage data sharing Develop an 
ASEAN Species Data Base

•	 Provide Directories of:
w	 Contacts for 4 levels (Regional, 

National, Institutional, Individual)
w	 Contacts for Local / Provincial 

government for information and 
permit

w	 Facilities and the availability of 
experts for those facilities

w	 Species list
•	 No need for a standard DB since 

changing it would be costly
•	 Existing database should be flexible 

enough to be able to absorb new 
categories of information and be easily 
incorporated into other databases e.g. 
ACB database

•	 Parataxonomist training in Korea as 
model for other countries to follow 
(MNHN also to train parataxonomists)

•	 Propose to ACB and ESABII to have 
ASEAN taxonomy directories/ initiatives 
database

•	 Propose trust fund for publication of 
species book (identification guide)

•	 Academic institutions should create 
links

Academe/ 
Research

ASEAN +3
ACB, France, EU

•	 Taxonomic work often is not recognized 
on its own; such research is conducted 
under the guise or umbrella of another 
kind of study

•	 Inadequate training in research 
methodology or information access for 
scientists in some countries
w	 Few trained taxonomists
w	 Lack of techniques of information 

exchange and networking
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Needs and Capacity Gaps	 Recommended Actions	 Time Frame	 Who
•	 Suggest ACB and ESABII to provide training on a 

long term basis (degree program) regionally
•	 Capacity development of taxonomists on a long 

term basis (ESABII included)
•	 Lobby governments to recognize taxonomy to 

create market for new positions
•	 Private sector to involve taxonomists
•	 Put in incentive mechanisms to produce taxonomic 

information products (electronic form in CDs, 
flyers, other media, etc)

•	 ACB to look into coordinating the library work / 
assistance to the AMS especially for obscure and 
very old taxonomic journals / information

•	 ACB to look into providing funding to existing AMS 
libraries to update their publication collections

GTI/CBD 

Focal Pts

•	 Insufficient access to information or to 
specimens
w	 Access to taxonomic literatures.
s	 Access literature through 

biodiversity heritage libraries
s	 Copyright restrictions
s	 China-Chinese Academy of 

Science – (Chinese Virtual 
Herbarium) English interface

Need for Literature
•	 Lack of academic positions or 

opportunities for taxonomists
•	 Insufficient funding for taxonomic 

research
•	 iInsufficient communication between 

researchers and their national GTI focal 
points
s	 Networking between taxonomists 

could be improved, including 
international collaborations

•	 Time may be limiting for taxonomists 
owing to teaching or administrative 
duties

•	 Regional consent on specimen taxa 
for scientific purposes – must not be 
confused with CBD regulations.

–	 Ownership by donor country
–	 Identify local depository facilities
–	 Specimen loan - regulations might 

change
–	 Type donor countries must write 

and should have access to types 
deposited in other facilities – 
travel assistance should be made 
available.

–	 Data must be shared
•	 Focal points may shift from time to time
•	 Goodwill of everybody

ASEAN +3

ACB, France

•	 AMS who do not have designated GTI focal points 
should do so

•	 Improve communication between GTI National 
Focal Point, Secretariat-CBD, ASEAN Secretariat, 
ACB and researchers
•	 Strengthen communication among countries 

– organize a forum and meet regularly to 
discuss things that should be done. Online 
communication – Yahoo group?, forum

•	 Encourage group members to regularly keep in 
touch with each other
w	 Mailing List
w	 Establish a forum 
s	 Identify lead person/ administrator
s	 Discuss progress of what is going on in 

different countries on initiatives in line with 
GTI, industries, public matters

s	 Keep the same people in the forum
s	 Define task of forum
s	 Define agenda
s	 How to follow up after the forum
s	 How to run the forum and course 

discussions to appropriate persons/ 
entities

s	 Singapore – Blog (wildsingapore.com)
s	 Who are target group – public or 

taxonomists
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Needs and Capacity Gaps	 Recommended Actions	 Time Frame	 Who
s	 Focus on taxonomy community – key persons to 

connect to public and policy makers
s	 Two forum: for public –feature success stories; 

for taxonomists – for scientific information
•	 BioNet International has success story on taxonomy. 

Learn from this.
•	 A node at each level of administration must be identified 

maintain “corporate memory” on taxonomic data and 
updates. These will become the waypoints in which data 
can be pooled into the regional DB, e.g. ACB

•	 Propose to ACB to support a standard scientist 
–taxonomist forum to meet annually and exchange 
information

•	 Proposal for funding to support the Group to meet 
regularly

•	 Find out why problems exist
•	 Capacity-building and forum
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Annex 4
General Elements of the Global Taxonomy Initiative Proposal

•	 Governance

n	 Designation of  ASEAN GTI National Focal Points for those who have not yet desig-

nated one

n	 Organization of ASEAN GTI NFP and ESABII NFP

n	 Mainstreaming of GTI concerns in policy- / decision- making

n	 Coordination and cooperation between relevant institutions

•	 Communication, Education, and Public Awareness (CEPA)

n	 Strengthening of ASEAN-ESABII collaboration on CEPA

•	 Capability Building / Development

n	 Exchange of scientists / Experts sharing

n	 Study tours

n	 Scholarship programme

n	 Access to library information

•	 Integrating information systems among the ASEAN, ESABII participating countries 

and other countries

n	 Database development / improvement

n	 Information generation

n	 Network linkages

n	 Information standards

n	 Systematizing information sharing mechanisms

w	 Forum

w	 Conferences

w	 Workshops

w	 Regional and National Implementation Plans

w	 [MEAs]
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Annex 5
Photo Documentation
ASEAN + 3 Regional Workshop on Global Taxonomy Initiative:
Needs Assessment and Networking

SEARCA, Los Baños, Laguna, Philippines
18-23 May 2009
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Rationale and Mechanics of the Workshop

Clarisa C. Arida
Director, PDI
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East and Southeast Asia Biodiversity Inventory Initiative (ESABII) 

and Asia Pacific Biodiversity Observation Network (APBON)

Noriaki Sakaguchi
Biodiversity Center of Japan, Ministry of the Environment, CBD GTI NFP, Coordination Mechanism Member
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Overview and Status of the CBD Global Taxonomy Initiative

Junko Shimura
Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity
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Integrating the taxonomic landscape in Europe for GTI: EDIT 

Avenues for cooperation with GTI in Asia

Thierry Buorgoin
ASEAN Regional Workshop on GTI
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GBIF Strategy: Present and Future

Keiichi Matsuura
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Contribution of GBIF to Biodiversity Conservation in the Global 

and Local Scales

Motomi Ito
GBIF Japan National Node Manager, University of Tokyo
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The 1st GTI Workshop in Asia: The Putrajaya, Malaysia Report 

September 2002

Filiberto Pollisco, Jr., Ph.D.
Policy & Programme Development Specialist, ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity
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Taxonomy and Collections: The Paris Herbarium 

and its role in systematic research

Sovanmoly Hul
Museum national dHistoire naturelle (MNHN)
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IRD’s contributions to the taxonomy of the Pacific terrestial 

flora and fungi and marine flora and fauna

Jerome Munzinger, Claude Payri & Marc Ducousso
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Species 2000 / ITIS Catalogue of Life Present status and future

Nicolas Bailly
The WorldFish Center, Los Baños, Philippines
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China Plant Catalogue (CNPC): A National Plant List

Qin Hai-Ning
Institute of Botany, CAS, Beijing
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Biodiversity Information Facility Construction:

The compilation of national list of indigenous species in Korea

Lee, Byoung Yoon, Ph.D.
National Institute of Biological Resources, Ministry of Environment, Korea
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Integrative taxonomy approach to accelarate taxonomy knowledge 

acquisition. Inputs from a high biodiversity island context

Herve Jourdan
JY Rasplus, F. Condamine, G. Kergoat, UMR CBGP, Noumea / Montpellier
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Group 1: Scientific Capacity Development
A. Elements for a Regional Project Proposal on GTI

•	 Training/degree programs for MSc and PhD students from the region in institutions in Korea, 

China, Japan, Singapore, France, etc.?

•	 Workshops and short courses (e.g. diploma programs) for technical training in better-funded insti-

tutions (in China, etc.). Examples include
w	 Technical skills: basic curatorial methods
w	 Databasing 
w	 Molecular systematics
w	 Computer-based methods for taxonomists
w	 Statistical tools for taxonomists
w	 Morphometrics
w	 “Conventional” taxonomic and classification skills (for parataxonomists)

•	 Provide travel grants for students for collecting work, attending scientific symposia, etc.

•	 Create training and internship programs for students

•	 Increase regional-level collaboration; e.g. setting up of shared web resources, creating region-wide 

species checklists

•	 Database of experts and institutions

•	 Establish and adopt best practices for taxonomic research

•	 Develop a taxonomic certification system (it could be issued by a central agency, but training to 

could be outsourced to an institution or NGO)

•	 Creating greater awareness and appreciation for taxonomic research…

B.	 Recommendations for Enhanced Regional Networking on GTI
•	 Provide opportunities for postgraduate student programs

•	 Faculty exchange opportunities

•	 Initiate collaborative research projects between ASEAN countries and more developed countries

•	 ASEAN-level (or ASEAN + 3 or more) symposia in systematic biology

•	 Web-based networks and information sharing at a regional level

•	 Directory of experts that might facilitate the exchange of information, specimens, etc. (do – or can? 

– ASEANET or BIONET already address these?) ASEAN - EU meetings of experts are conducted 

on topics such as agriculture, food safety, etc.; perhaps taxonomy could be one topic (SEAsia-EU Net 

– identifies priorities for collaborative exchanges)

C.	 Funding ideas for (A) and (B), or How to create a sustainable 

funding base?
•	 Attempt more fundraising in commercial centres in the region for taxonomic work for sustainable 

financing

•	 Put together a fundraising Task Force/Advisory Committee

•	 Explore possibilities for GEF funding?
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•	 Policy makers often are not interested in taxonomy per se, but are 
interested in such data in the context of ecosystems, watersheds, etc.

•	 Practitioners of traditional medicine often require the assistance of 
taxonomists (K)

•	 Customs officers need information and training in species 
identification (L)

•	 Plantation crop industry or pharmaceutical industry also require 
taxonomic expertise

•	 Better communication needed between taxonomic community and 
private sector

•	 Taxonomic work often is not recognised on its owned; such research 
is conducted under the guise or umbrella of another kind of study

•	 Scientists in some countries need training in research methodology or 
information access 

•	 There is frequently insufficient access to information or to specimens 
(PI, IN,  etc.)

•	 Lack of academic positions or opportunities for taxonomists ()
•	 Few trained taxonomists (V)
•	 Insufficient funding (V, IN, PI, etc.)
•	 There often insufficient communication between researchers and their 

national GTI focal point (MY)
•	 Networking between taxonomists could be improved, including 

international collaborations (PI, K)
•	 Time may be limiting for taxonomists owing to teaching or 

administrative duties (PI, MY)

•	 Improve communication between GTI focal point and researchers  
•	 Focal points may shift from time to time

GTI Workshop – Scientific Capacity Development: Group 1

Needs and Capacity Gaps	 Other Issues/Remarks

Parataxonomist training in Korea

Policy Makers/
Decision Makers

Users of Taxonomy

Academe/Research

GTI/CBD 
Focal Pts
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Group 2: Information Exchange and Networking
Expected Outputs

1.	 Matrix on Information Needs Assessment

2.	 Elements for Original Proposal for GTI

3.	 Recommendation for enhanced regional networking

Policy Makers/
Decision Makers

Users of Taxonomy
•	 Scientists
•	 Non-scientists

Report on Needs/Capacity Gaps

Needs and Capacity Gap

Items	 National	 Regional	 Other Issues/Remarks
•	 Cambodia–
w	 Need to revise NBSAP to integrate 

taxonomic issues
w	 Establish coordination and 

networking at national level
w	 Central database on taxonomy 

information
w	 Technology transfer and facility for 

taxonomy research
w	 CB on taxonomy
w	 Research on taxonomy

•	 Thailand–Info exchange to local people, 
try to make taxonomy simple for local 
people for them to understand./Central 
database on taxonomy.

•	 Myanmar - Collect specimen, marine 
ecosystems, coastal

•	 Laos–taxonomic information is few, 
government knowledge on taxonomy 
is limited. Cooperate with taxonomists 
in collecting data/information on 
taxonomy, species, ecological aspects 
for the government decision makers.

•	 Phils–More information on species
•	 Malaysia–Posters in strategic places 

(transportation stations, vehicles) on 
protected and endangered species 
and role of public to report illegal 
transactions. Invite local people inside 
conservation areas to show what they 
are doing in these conservation areas. 
In coordination with JICA.

•	 Indonesia–Public has difficulty to 
access information in general

•	 Philippines–fingerprint identification for 
algae (aquatic farmers), capability of 
local taxonomists to transfer taxonomic 
knowledge

•	 Information on taxonomy
•	 Taxonomic status
•	 Propose agenda item on taxonomy for 

policy makers
•	 Integrated information on biological 

materials for each ASEAN +3 countries
w	 Economic values
w	 Invasive alien species
w	 Climate change adaptation
w	 Ethno-botany
w	 Interpret so government policy makers 

can appreciate
w	 Monitoring information – conservation 

status (IUCN status)
w	 Integrate IUCN’s Red list in CITES 

publication in the GBIF 
w	 Make biodiversity portal for each 

country in English and local language.
w	 Coordination networking
w	 Simplify presentation of taxonomic 

data for appreciation of policy makers 
without losing the scientific basis

•	 Information exchange standards 
including synonyms

•	 Recommendation to participation in 
biodiversity meeting in Singapore

•	 Preparing exchange information 
standards.

•	 To know compatibility of existing 
databases to adapt to global database

•	 Training on IT for data accumulation/
integration

•	 Use GBIF database as common 
database.

•	 ASEAN server to link with other servers 
in China, Korea and Japan

•	 ACB to take part in linking of ASEAN 
server to China, Korea and Japan

•	 Species–Valid 
species or ongoing 
validation
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•	 Singapore–Red Data Book Publication
•	 Source funding from corporations
•	 In networking, share expertise among 

countries–through the Clearing-House 
Mechanisms

•	 CHM is metadatabase cannot access 
information

•	 ETI (European Taxonomy Institute) for geo-
referenced data

•	 Colored book of red list of species–for raising 
funds for species?

•	 Virtual ownership–trust fund for species

•	 Thailand–Information from other government 
agencies. Acts like a information center 
but information is not updated. Link 
to government agencies as sources of 
information

•	 Cambodia- Needs everything. Capacity 
building on taxonomy, technology, facility, 
coordination.

•	 Singapore–Biodiversity series–mangrove 
incorporated in elementary and secondary 
schools

•	 Indonesia- CHM is not updated. Need new 
information from sectors

•	 Myanmar–undergo several mechanisms 
before Information can be uploaded

•	 Korea- has focal point from CBD. National 
Institute of Biological Resources. Set this 
institution as GTI focal point. Working 
on international collaboration especially 
tropical and sub-tropical countries in ASEAN 
region. Working on the coastal and marine 
ecosystems to deal with climate change and 
prevent damages.

•	 China–no GTI focal point. Make connection–
set up new functional mechanism–set up 
taxonomic database and upload in website. 
Chinese taxonomy–assess specimen.

•	 Japan–Try lead in developing good practice–
Road map how Asian countries become 
green

•	 Phils–GTI meeting among academe 
Coordination and cooperation among 
institutions. Openness for access of materials 
for Phil. Taxonomy. Need funds. Need of 
young scientists to do taxonomic work. Plant 
materials–write description (old flora) needs 
to be revised. Validate specimens with use 
of other specimen in other herbaria (loan 
materials to have it accessible to botanist in 
the country)

•	 Laos–Everything. Set up national herbaria. 
Technique to conserve specimen. Database 
is still need to set up. Publications on several 
taxonomic data.

•	 Malaysia–Do not have contact with GTI. Has 
a lot of work on taxonomic work in Sabah. 
Need steps on moving on.

•	 Access to taxonomic literatures.
w	 Access literature through biodiversity 

heritage library
w	 Copyright restrictions
w	 China-Chinese Academy of Science 

– (Chinese Virtual Herbarium) English 
interface

•	 Techniques of info exchange and 
networking

•	 Propose to ACB to have ASEAN 
taxonomy directories/ initiatives 
database

•	 Propose trust fund for publication of 
species book

•	 Academic institutions should create links
•	 Strengthen communication among 

countries–forum and meet regularly 
to discuss things that should be done. 
Online communication–Yahoo group?, 
forum

•	 Make initiative among Group 2 members 
to keep in touch with each other.

•	 Proposal for funding to support the 
Group to meet regularly

•	 Find out why problems exist. Cambodia 
has limited info on GTI. Capacity-building 
and forum

•	 Goodwill of everybody.
•	 BioNet International has success story 

on taxonomy. Learn from this.

Academe/Research

GTI/CBD Focal Points

Needs and Capacity Gap

Items	 National	 Regional	 Other Issues/Remarks
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2. Standards for Information Exchange (Synonymy)– 2:30

•	 Mailing list

•	 Establish a forum
w	 Identify lead person/administrator
w	 Discussion on progress of what is going on in different countries on initiatives in line with GTI, 

industries, public matters
w	 Keep the same people in the forum
w	 Define task of forum
w	 Define agenda
w	 How to follow up after the forum
w	 How to run the forum and course discussions to appropriate persons/entities
w	 Singapore–Blog (wildsingapore.com)
w	 Who are target group–public or taxonomists
w	 Focus on taxonomy community–key persons to connect to public and policy makers
w	 Two forum: for public–feature success stories; for taxonomists–for scientific information

Suggestions/Recommendations:

•	 Conduct ASEAN meeting+3/regional on ecology and taxonomy

•	 Propose to ACB to support a standard a scientist –taxonomist forum to meet annually and exchange 

information.

•	 Regional cooperation is important

•	 Climate change adaptation

•	 Taxonomist to help in risk assessment

•	 Conduct ASEAN+3 side events on taxonomy in international conferences e.g., ACB and UNEP 

Capacity Building on Access and Benefit Sharing in Cambodia in August, ASEAN Biodiversity 

Conference in Singapore, 2nd Philippine International Flora and Fauna Garden Expo, 16-19 July

•	 ACB to integrate all significant conferences in ASEAN +3 for reference?

•	 Establish two forum–Public and Scientist (Taxonomist)

•	 ASEAN +4 or 5–Annual Meeting in Guangxi, China

•	 Meet in non GTI COP meeting and discuss taxonomy related data

•	 SBSTTA 14 meeting recommends to produce document before the end of year before COP 

•	 JBON meeting 20-22 July

•	 Asia Japan Society of Chromosome Science



ASEAN + 3 Regional Workshop on Global Taxonomy Initiatives: Needs Assessment and Networking  131 

2. Presentation and Proposal – 2:50pmg 

GBIF 

•	 Group to share on information to respective governments and recommend to use GBIF as 

standard–

•	 Will assist Phils and Cambodia to use GBIF Bram System

•	 Cambodia–will study the system first.

•	 GBIF Workshop in July–Make sure Cambodia is included

•	 Case on Japan–use “Brams system”–also Laos, Vietnam

•	 Laos–Configuration of Brams System

Proposals for

GTI

•	 Propose to GTI to come up with a proposal within one month.

•	 Timetable for consultation with stakeholders

Proposed Topics for Information Exchange and Networking

•	 Integrated information system on taxonomy among ASEAN member states+3 : A Proposal for Net-

working

•	 Expert Sharing on Taxonomy Among ASEAN Member States +3 :A Proposal for Networking

•	 Networking – Sharing of Information, information exchange on biodiversity and genetic resources

•	 Scientific Education on Taxonomy – to educate young scientists in taxonomy (to be integrated to 

Group 3)?

•	 Proposal on Development of a Systematized Sharing Mechanism Database for ASEAN +3

•	 Development of Appropriate Strategy to Disseminate Taxonomic Information to Various Stakehold-

ers in ASEAN +3
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Group 3: The Needs Biodiversity Information Inventories
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Annex 8

Workshop Evaluation
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ASEAN+3 Regional Workshop on Global Taxonomy 
Initiative (GTI): Needs Assessment and Networking

SEARCA, UP Los Baños, Laguna, Philippines • 19-22 May 2009

Workshop Evaluation
Results of the post-workshop evaluation administered to a total of 41 respondents show that 37.50 

percent of the responses reflect that the workshop sessions were “highly relevant”; while about 34.45 

percent show that the sessions were “relevant.” Scores reflect that majority of the participants “agree” 

on the workshop content with a rating of 44.25 percent. On the other hand, most of the respondents 

expressed that they “strongly agree” to the categories: registration process and workshop meeting space 

and logistics having received ratings equivalent to 35.98 percent and 42.93 percent, respectively.

About 45.37 percent of the total score manifest that the participants “strongly agree” with regard to 

the overall workshop satisfaction while 34.15 percent “agree” on the same category.
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Area For Evaluation (Category)
	 Numerical Rating	 No. of

1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 Responses

Workshop Sessions/Activities
1	 Welcome Dinner Reception	 2	 3	 17	 10	 9	 41
2	 Opening Program	 1	 0	 8	 18	 14	 41
3	 Session 1 – Global Initiatives	 0	 0	 31	 4	 6	 41
4	 Session 2 – Scientific and Capacity Development	 0	 0	 5	 16	 20	 41
5	 Session 3 – Information Exchange and Networking	 0	 1	 4	 14	 22	 41
6	 Session 4 – Group Sessions (Break up groups)	 0	 0	 5	 21	 15	 41

	 Session 5 – Development of the Regional Action Plan
7	 for Taxonomy Capacity Building to Implement the	 0	 1	 5	 18	 17	 41
	 Programme of Work for the GTI

8	 Session 6 – Presentation and Finalization of the	 0	 0	 9	 12	 20	 41
	 Workshop Outputs

Average	 0	 1	 11	 14	 15	 41

Percentage Distribution	 0.91%	 1.52%	 25.61%	 34.45%	 37.50%	 100.00%

Adjectival Rating
	 Highly	 Irrelevant	 Neutral	 Relevant	 Highly

	 Irrelevant				    Relevant

Workshop Content
	 The workshop agenda focused on global,
1	 regional, and national efforts in the	 0	 0	 10	 16	 15	 41
	 implementation of the GTI.

2	 Sessions were well-organized and flowed together.	 0	 1	 8	 19	 13	 41
3	 Session topics were appropriate for the	 0	 1	 9	 16	 15	 41
	 overall workshop theme.

4	 Sessions allowed for participant interaction.	 0	 0	 4	 21	 16	 41
5	 Session length was adequate to discuss topics.	 0	 1	 9	 20	 11	 41
6	 Session leaders and presenters were appropriate	 0	 1	 7	 19	 14	 41
	 for the session topics.

7	 Workshop kits were very useful and well-organized.	 0	 2	 16	 16	 7	 41

Average	 0	 1	 9	 18	 13	 41

Percentage Distribution	 0.00%	 2.09%	 21.95%	 44.25%	 31.71%	 100.00%

Adjectival Rating
	 Strongly	 Disagree	 Neutral	 Agree	 Strongly

	 Disagree				    Agree

Registration Process
1	 The registration process was easy.	 0	 3	 8	 12	 18	 41
2	 The pre-registration materials were very helpful	 1	 2	 11	 17	 10	 41
	 and informative.

3	 Registration instructions were clear and timely.	 1	 3	 7	 16	 14	 41
4	 The workshop organizers and secretariat were	 0	 2	 9	 13	 17	 41
	 generally accommodating and helpful.

Average	 1	 3	 9	 15	 15	 41

Percentage Distribution	 1.22%	 6.10%	 21.34%	 35.37%	 35.98%	 100.00%

Adjectival Rating	 Strongly	 Disagree	 Neutral	 Agree	 Strongly
	 Disagree				    Agree

Workshop Meeting Space and Logistics
1	 The workshop meeting space enhanced the	 0	 0	 8	 13	 20	 41
	 effectiveness of the meeting.

2	 Session rooms had adequate seating space.	 0	 0	 8	 10	 23	 41
3	 The conference meals and breaks	 0	 5	 10	 11	 15	 41
	 were satisfactory.

4	 The hotel accommodations were satisfactory.	 1	 5	 18	 5	 12	 41
5	 The meeting place was comfortable.	 0	 1	 7	 15	 18	 41

Average	 0	 2	 10	 11	 18	 41

Percentage Distribution	 0.49%	 5.37%	 24.88%	 26.34%	 42.93%	 100.00%

Adjectival Rating	 Strongly	 Disagree	 Neutral	 Agree	 Strongly
	 Disagree				    Agree
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Great care was taken in developing the workshop as well as the list of resource people and 

participants invited to this workshop. Would you add, delete, or change anything for similar 

workshops in the future?

•	 Please include ITBC at University Malaysia Sabah and the Sabah Biodiversity Centre in future 
workshops or meetings. Prefer to be invited directly not via the National Focal Points.

•	 I think the workshop was great as it is and could serve as a model for future workshops.
•	 UNEP-Asia Regional Office should join regional meetings concerning environmental issues.
•	 I think ACB made a good invitation as the workshop turned out to having a warm discussion by all 

the participants and resource persons.
•	 A list of participants could be available along with contact information. Room papers discussed in 

each workshop group should be available before deep discussion the next morning.
•	 Members of AMS be given tasks and preparations before attending the workshop. Perhaps, we 

should start discussing progress of action plans in the subsequent meetings.
•	 I propose that some of the presentations in the Global Initiatives and Scientific and Capacity Devel-

opment Sessions be omitted. These can be distributed in the form of brochures, etc., e.g. Paris Her-
barium.

•	 Time management should have free time for participants. Food options. Protocol on arrival of del-
egation.

•	 I think it would be important to have more representatives from each country to participate in dis-
cussions like these.

•	 Include more taxonomists in each area of taxonomy.
•	 Add more participants from the industries.
•	 Add implementation of taxonomy for the policy makers.
•	 I would gladly attend future workshops. All the resource people are quite good in their respective 

fields. Have a national workshop (meaning same people and participants everytime).
•	 Length of the workshop was too long. No representation from the private sector.
•	 Try to get better country representatives. Timor Leste was missing although they are the ASEAN’s 

newest member.
•	 More beer at dinner. Chili sauce for every breakfast.

Overall Workshop Satisfaction
	 The workshop increased my understanding
1	 of global, regional and national efforts in the	 0	 1	 7	 16	 17	 41
	 implementation of the GTI in the ASEAN
	 and East Asia region.

2	 The length of the workshop was appropriate to	 2	 1	 6	 14	 18	 41
	 meet the workshop objectives and content.

3	 Attending this workshop was a good use	 0	 0	 8	 13	 20	 41
	 of my time.

	 Representation at the workshop by agencies
4	 and organizations involved in the GTI in the	 0	 3	 9	 16	 13	 41
	 ASEAN region was comprehensive.
	 The workshop provided a valuable opportunity
5	 to discuss important concerns on the Global	 0	 1	 4	 11	 25	 41
	 Taxonomy Initiative in the ASEAN region with
	 people I may not have regularly contacted.

Average	 0	 1	 7	 14	 19	 41

Percentage Distribution	 0.98%	 2.93%	 16.59%	 34.15%	 45.37%	 100.00%

Adjectival Rating	 Strongly	 Disagree	 Neutral	 Agree	 Strongly
	 Disagree				    Agree
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Other comments

•	 Thank you very much to all ACB staff.
•	 The GTI Needs Assessment and Networking Workshop was interesting, effective, and inspiring. I 

would like to thank our fabulous organizers and hosts from ACB for making our participation pos-
sible and for creating a fantastic atmosphere for the workshop.

•	 Need to promote the Action Plan and to be more workable in 5 years, and need to develop indicators 
of the success of the programme.

•	 Transport to collect the participants should be on time. Provide an internet station for the partici-
pants.

•	 Overall arrangement by ACB is excellent. Lunch and dinner are good. But, it would have been nice 
if breakfast is given differently during the workshop. If small amount of per diem on the day of 
coming and going home is made available to the participants, it is highly appreciated. It is advisable 
if a medicare unit is present during the workshop since it is a four-day workshop.

•	 Sessions are too long. Would be good to stop at 5:00 p.m.
•	 Next time, I think the welcome dinner reception should be removed from the first meeting day 

because some participants cannot join.
•	 Great food. Two queues: one for halal and one for non-halal so that Filipino delicacies can be served, 

e.g. lechon.








