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Region
No. of drugstores and drugstore/population ratio

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

Central 6,644 6,690 6,904 7,465 7,534 7,826 7,895 8,821 8,696 8,960
(1:2,908) (1:2,925) (1:2,869) (1:2,675) (1:2,665) (1:2,590) (1:2,547) (1:2,350) (1:2,373) (1:2,295)

North 1,989 1,958 2,029 2,029 2,045 1,982 1,964 2,087 2,103 2,179
(1:6,004) (1:6,149) (1:5,976) (1:5,984) (1:5,923) (1:6,111) (1:6,180) (1:5,808) (1:5,690) (1:5,444)

South 1,189 1,152 1,237 1,243 1,273 1,354 1,398 1,510 1,507 1,535
(1:6,534) (1:6,837) (1:6,472) (1:6,524) (1:6,430) (1:6,104) (1:5,983) (1:5,601) (1:5,618) (1:5,521)

Northeast 2,303 2,396 2,378 2,536 2,253 2,148 2,166 2,566 2,574 2,751
(1:9,019) (1:8,759) (1:8,923) (1:8,423) (1:9,445) (1:9,986) (1:9,950) (1:8,431) (1:8,339) (1:7,742)

Total 12,125 12,196 12,548 13,273 13,105 13,310 13,423 14,984 14,880 15,425
(1:4,931) (1:4,958) (1:4,874) (1:4,639) (1:4,713) (1:4,665) (1:4,660) (1:4,200) (1:4,202) (1:4,032)

Table  6.10 Distribution of drugstores by region, 1996-2005

Source: Food and Drug Administration, MoPH.
Note: 1. Figures in (  )  are drugstore/population ratios.

2. A drugstore means a modern drugstore, a modern drugstore selling only packaged
medicines, or a traditional medicine drugstore.

3. The Central Region includes Bangkok.

2.3 Distribution of Hospitals by Level of Hospitals
An analysis of hospital bed proportions by the level of hospitals will help reflect the

distribution of hospitals by their capacity.  It was found that the Northeast had the highest proportion of
beds in community hospitals, while the proportion of beds among private hospitals was highest in the
Central Region (Figure 6.54).  For private hospitals, the bed proportions by province in the Central
region, large provinces in the North as well as some provinces in the East and South were higher than
those in other provinces (Figure 6.55).
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Source: Report on Health Resources Survey, Bureau of Policy and Strategy, MoPH.

Central North South Northeast Total

Proportion  (%)
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Community 19.2 14.4 14.8 13.2 15.8
hospitals
General 21.8 16.6 11.1 9.3 15.6
hospitals

Regional 15.0 15.7 18.9 17.3 16.4
hospitals
Private 23.1 23.1 24.9 19.1 22.3
hospitals

Others 20.9 30.2 30.2 41.2 29.9

Figure 6.54    Bed proportions by level of hospitals and region,  2005
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Figure 6.55 Geographical distribution of bed proportions in private hospitals in relation to all beds
by province, 2005

Source: Report on Health Resources Survey, Bureau of Policy and Strategy, MoPH.

3.  Health Technologies
Major health technologies are drugs and medical supplies as well as medical and health

technologies for use in the treatment of illnesses.

3.1 Drug and Medical Supplies
The quality of domestically produced drugs has much improved as a result, in part, of

the promotion of Good Manufacturing Practices (GMP).  In 2003, the MoPH issued a rule requiring that
all pharmaceutical manufacturers have a GMP certification.  In 2006, 94.4% of the manufacturers were
GMP-certified.


