
Existence of Muslim Community in Burma (Myanmar)

Early Muslim contacts with Arakan (Rakhine State)

The Arakan (Rakhine state) extending some 350 miles along the

eastern shores of the Bay of Bengal, is cut off from Burma (Myanmar) by a

range of mountains which were against Muslim conquest.

Arabs are the earliest people to tra\eI to east by sea. Through the

Arabs Islam spread across Thailand, Malaya a:d Indonesia. There are records

that these Arabs reached Arakan coast too. It is a lillown fact that with in a

hundred years of the death of Prophet Muhamn:ed 570-632), Islam had swept

over the middle block of Eur-Asia. By 1202 A.D., in the east, Islam had

reached the banks of the Brahmaputra river in Bengal. But some perso Arab

merchants and sailors had already visited India and the far East some 300 years

earlier. From an anonymous Arabic work of 871 A.D. \Ve know that two Arab

travelers visited the Andaman islands in the Bay of Bengal south of Burma. 1 In

851 A.D., a Persian merchant called suleiman wrote an account of his own

travels in India and china giving the earliest Arabic description of China and

the coast lands of India. The kitab al-Buldan (880 A.D) of Yaqub the Muraj al­

Dhahab Marnj Dhahab aI-lawaI' (943 A.D) of Ali al-Masudi, "the Herodstus of

the Arabs," the I-Iudud ai, Alam, (482 Ai)) a geographical \Vork by' al1

annonmous auother and the account "on China, Turks and the India" 1120

A.D.2 Fmiher in the context R.B smari and many other historians say: about

788 A.D when Maha TaingCandra asceuded the throne of vesali founded a new

city on the site of old Ramawaddy and died after a region of 22 years. In his

region several ships were wrecked on Ramree Island and the crews said to have

been Mohammedans were sent to Arakan proper and settled in villages (Arihur

Phayre calls Akyab and KyaukPru dish'ict as Ar'akan proper. The study of

Co1. Ba shin. "Coming of islam to Bunna. dmm to 1700 AD. 11 Iccturc beforc Asian History
congress (unpublished. New Delhi. I% I). Colonel Ba shin is a noted historian in Bunna and a
Muslim. (Hercaftcr This \york \yill bc rcferrcd to as "Ba shin coming of Islam to Bunna")
Edited by Prof. Manosky of Landon Univcrsity in Gibb Memorial scries of the Royal Asiaiatic
society. 1937. pp. 2'-1-2- 3
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Inscriptions of that period says the natives of that time were Indo-Ariyans or a
4

people similar to that Bengal. These natives got the religion Islam from these

ship wrecked Arabs.l

Researchers remarks, Muslim influence on the Arakanese society

was not an out come of some sudden occunences. It was the result of an age

long intercourse between Arakan and Muslim counh'ies that dates back to the

period of Arab contact with Arakan. Arakan came in to contact with Muslim as
tfk

early ase'century. Arakanese chronicles give references to the Muslim

settlement in Arakan during the reign of Moha Taing candra 788-810 A.D.2

Father Famao Gueneiro, in the beginning of 1ih century

observed. The moors --- would always be garibos, that is very submissive with

no other desire but to live under his (King of Arakan's) protection3 Niccolo

Mannuci, a Venetian h'aveler says Shah shujah during his stay in Arakan found

many dwellers, Maghul and pathans. Muslims from lower Bengal conh-ibuted

much to the ever kingdom. The Arakanese call :\luslims Kalah.4 But Muslim

inh'oduce themselves as "Rohingya" to others. \laliinsmith a specialist on

Burmese history observes too: Muslim senled in Arakan since 9th¢ centur:,'

Name of Places, rivers and towns, such as Ramrec, Akyab, Kaladan, Naf and

Kalaparzan were connected with Muslims.5

For about eight centuries they (the Arabs) monopolize the trade

between east and west. It is from eight century and it continued down to the

coming of Europeans in the first quarier of sixteen century6. The sea poris of

Burma such a Kyaukphyu, Bassein, Syriam, Mariaban, Mergui etc, are rife

with the legendary accounts of early shiprecks in their neighborhoods. The

Mons and Burmese chronicles of much later date and some of the pc-goda

Thamaings (histories) of lower Burma. The name Buddar Mokan is Muslim in

5

6

R.B. Smart; Bunl1a Gazetteer. Akyab District vol. A. (Hereafter this work will be referred to as
R.B. Smart, Bum1a Gazetteer. Akyab Distinct.
Dr. Kaungo, History of Chit1agong voL chapter XI, Section III (He are after this \\ork \"iII be
referred to as a Dr Kanungo. History of chitta gong)
Guerreiro Famao. The Relations (Jahangir and Jessuits) fragmenting Trams. By C.H. payne (He
Kala a Burmese word meaning a foreiyner, literally one who comes crossing tlle sea.
Martin smith: Bunl1as Muslims Border Land, sold down tlle river. c.s quarterly 14 (4)' p.68
Dr. Kanungo: History of Chitta gong Vol I 4111
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origin. Badal' Maqam, the house of Badar. Sir Richard Temple, identifies badar

with :'pirbadar of chittagong 'who was better known as Badanudin Au¥1lia and

connccts him with thc Muslim spirit of the Flood, Alkhidhr of early Arab

tradition "They are universal shrines accepted by the Buddhists, Hindus

Muhammadans, natives of India and Burma and the Chinese alike'. Although

the date of this saint are assigned to the first half of the 15th centulY A.D.1 The

tradition of these places seems to go back to a much earlier date. As for the

dargahs (The door to the house) at Sandoway, Bassein, Syriam etc, it is

generally believed that they belong to I\1uslim saints other than Badaruddin

Aulia. But the who rever them hardly know their history except that they mc

the tombs of the Muslim saints of days gone by.::

The contain legendary accounts of Kual: shipwrecked sailors,

traders and soliders.3 These accounts, however, cannot be regarded as authentic

historical evidence. But the existence of curious buildings, called Bliddar

MokCll1 and dargah which not the coast of Burma from Akyab to Mergui seems

to lend support to those living legends which, it may be suggested, are the

reminiscence of the early Muslim contacts with lower Burma. FUliher Muslim

fakirs and Dervishes used to visit Arakane coast, one of widely known facts of

this is the existence of shrine Badr Makam, Scattered along the coastline of

Arakan. Muslim saints and sailors happened to land of the coast of Arakan as

early as fomieen century.4

Arakanese chronicles give reference to the travel of !\'luslim

mystics in that country in pagan period. The chronical referring to an accident

during king Anrawratha's Rule (1044-1077 AD) states when he (an attendant

of the king) entered the forest, he found a man possessed of mystic wisdom

dead with the marks of vidence upon him.s Dr. Kaungo said the event proved

that not only Muslim merchants but also saints and Dervishes used frequently

this port of coast of the Bay as early as the 11tl1 centmy.

j) r- K:lI111ngo llislor\ of Chi ll:tgOllg.
13:1~ltilL COining uj" 1sl:Ilnlo \lIIrlll:1 dm\ II to 17()() ,\D
Thl' GI:1SS Ix1laC[ cltmnick. Fnglislt lr;lnsl;llioll by Ii 1\: \1:nnlg Tin ;lI1d G.!! L.ucl' IlJ2-'. P1' ~)-:-;
lhild. L'lI,ljJll'I .\:1sl'cl . )
Tin and lucl" op cit p.7:'1
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The early Portuguese visitors saw the port of chittagong (then

under Arakanese lUle) crowded with Arab sails, Duarie - de- Barbosa, Pyrard

de laval and many other European voyagers noticed Arab merchants, staying in

chittagong on trade purposes. I Chittagong and the pori of Arakan have had

close comercial connections.

D.G.E. Hall points Ollt, in the eastem sea they (the Portuguese

excelled the Moors (Arabs) in both fighting and navigating their ships, and the

. ship themselves were in every respect, supervisor to those of Arabs, which

were built for sailing on by under favourable monsoon conditions.2 So in early

17th century the Portuguese got control of the coast of Bengal Arakan.

Harvey remarks after 10\11 centUlY the country was professedly

Buddhist, not withstanding the spread of Mohammednism, which by 13th

centUlY had dotted the coast from Assam to Malaya, with the curiolls Mosques

known as Badr Makart Doubtless it is Maharmmedan influence which led the

women to being more scheduled in Arakan than in Bmma.3

Masheyeagar, an Israeli Researcher states that, in addition from

the very beginning of Muslim commercial activities in Bay of Bengal, the

Muslim trade ships reached the poris of .A..rakan,just as they did the poris of

Bmma proper, and in Burma in Arakan too, there is a long h'adition of old

Indian settlement. Bengal became :vluslim in 1203, In northern Arakan close

overland ties were founded with east Bengal. The resulting cultural and

political Muslim influence was of great significance in the history of Arakan'll<

Actually bridgehead for Muslim penetration to other paris of Burma, although

the Muslim never attained the same degree of imporiance elsewhere as they did

in Arakan.4 Islam took root in Arakan since 8th century and from there spread

in to Burma propers

Further an eminent \'lyanmar historian once a member or

r'vlyallll1ar llistury COlllll1ission. late Dr. ThanTun says, because or ]](Iltl'

Dr. Kallullgo. IIiswn' or ChiltagoIlg \01. 1 p. II:>
Hall. op: cit p. 2]~

G. E. Har\'cy outlinc of Burmese History (I ~-+7). P~O

Moshc YegaL The Muslim of ~nna, Muslim settlement the Arakan P.21
Sasan(1 Y 011\\(1TUllZCpho. gm'ernment publication 1997 p.G3

¥ ~p P e-V\ c\l c.:.e..(\ ')

.,. Ai> P e..- \'\ c\.i c... e. CJ.-)
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~rakan's close overland ties with Bengal. Islam penetrated into this side of

border many centuries ago. Some Muslim chieftains and warlords perhaps

shifted into Arakan at the aftermath of their political struggle, so as they could

settle down there. And perhaps the present say Rohingya in May Yu are their

descendants who claimed to be on that region at least for ten centuries. He

further remarks in 14th century chindwin valley inscriptions, there were names

of Muslim chiefs and ivluslim kings who were in very good relationship \\itJ

Ava King. Dr. Than Tun based his opinion on the book "The phases of pre

pagan of Burma" by G. H luce, once a history professor of Rangoon university.'

More noteworthy is the narration of Dr. K11in Maung Nyunt, ,\

prominent Burmese historian. His nanation is an answer to those who tend to

deny Rolingya's deeply rooted ancestlY in Arakan. He states the religion of

Islam stmied from Arabia since ih century A.D. These Arabs reached to the

eastern countries not only for trades but also for the propagation of their

religion. Because of their preaching, Islam took root in eastern countries

including Arakan. Next the Portuguese marchants Plundered the villages along

the Bengal coast and brought captives from there and sold them in Arakan

These captives included many persons of high birth and good reputatioJl and

intellect in Arabian, Rakhine, Arabs and his household bought them for their

household works most of them were employed in Agricultural works bv the

Rakhine Kings.2

Arabs led the trade with eastern world from the beginning of

early Christian era up to 16th cenhlry3 These Arabs had in Java, Sumatra.

Malacca, iVlyanmar and Arakan.4 But also founded their political dynasties, as

the case in East Bengal. These Arab colonies in Mrauk-U were found even at

the time of Shahshuja and king sanda Thudama crisis in the 1ih century. So

Mosheyegar remarks during this (Shuja) crisis all foreigners and Muslim

trading vessels were sent away, so that they would not know what was

Dr. Them Tun. ivlrauk Rakhinc. an article in Kalia MClgazinc Aug. 199'+.

Dr Khing Mmll1g Nyunt. I'vklIlmar P01111gllesc Relation. An article in uni\crsity sihcr Jubib:
Mag;lI.inc.

Dr. Kanungo: The History or chittagong \'011 (1979). p-121
Ibid.
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happening (in Mrauk-U, the captal of Arakan) ReffelTing to Augustine priest,
'"

S~bastian Mnrique who was in Arakan from 1624 to 1637, Moshe yegar says,

he saw there were Muslim captives, Muslim army units, Muslim trade colonies,

and Muslims holding Key positions in the the Ki~om.l

In Bengal Islam had advanced to the banks of the Brahmaputra

by 1202 A. D. during the reign of Muhammad of Ghur. Later, while the Delhi

Sultanate was disintergrating, the Sultanate of East Bengal, independent of

Delhi, was established in 1336 A.D. by Fakhr-ud-din Muba-rak Shah. Nine

years later the Sultanate of the entire province of Bengal was founded by Haji

Shamsuddin Iliyas Shah in 1345. All these changes in Bengal, however, did not

have any direct effect on the neighbouring Buddhist kingdom of Arakan.

This Buddhist kingdom of Arakan previously looked east towards

Pagan as her suzerain till the latter's fall in 1287 A.D. But at the beginning of

the 15th centmy the force of circumstances made her tum west towards the

Muslim State of Bengal. In 1364 A.D., a new and fOlmidable kingdom arcse in

Bmma with its capital at Ava. The kingdom of Ava attacked Arakan in 1404

A.D., and the youthful Burmese general, !\1cm: Rai kyo ell'a (Minye1.:yawswa),

the son of King Anoc!1Irattha (Anoratha, i.e. King Mingaung, ft. 1401-22),

. custed Naramitlha (Narameikhla) of Arakan.2 This attack of Ava on Arakan

paved the way for the Muslim domination of Arakan for a century (1 ·no·

1531).

lVoJ'{{f7li/l/7o fled to Bengal and tcok asylam at the Court of the

Sultan of Ciuar.' lie rcmaincd thcre in exile till 1430 AD. when he wa:

reinstated as King of Arakan with the military assistance of the Sultan.' TlH

king founded the new capital of Mrok U (Myauk-u). \Vith him came hi~

Moshc Ycgin. The Muslim of Burma 1972 p.21
His other name is Man: co 111\\an (Min Smy Mun).

"Alunad Shah. the Guar Sultan" in M. Siddiq Khan's ?vluslim Intercourse \yith Burma. p.2-+8

(contained in ajoumal published in H~drabad. Deccan). According to An Ad\'ance Histor~' of

Inida by R. C. Majumdar. H.c. Raychaudury and K. Datta. the Sultan on the throne of Bengal at
th,lt time \\as Ghiyas-ud-din 1ft 1:19:1-l-+]())

Siddiq Khan (ibid p.2-+9) and MS. Collis C'Arakan's place in Ci\'ilizatioll of the Bay" in the
JOllrnal (!f/he BlIrll/a Research S'ocie/v Vol. XV. Pt. L pAO) both gi\'e the name: oftha! Sultan as

Nasir-ud-din Shah \\'hilc An ad\'Once His/on' of JJ1(/ia states that the Sultan ruling Bengal then was
]alal-ud-din Muhammad Shah (ft. 1-+1-+-:1I AD.)
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rvfu~lim followers and soldiers who settled down in and near the ne\v capital.

. Thyy built the Sandi Khan mosqut which services to this day at the village of

Ka1i'a-lon (Kawalaung).

\Vith the retum of !VarCI177irlha hagan the j\1uslim domination ofV<-'

Arakan. According to the ~ew Chroncilc of Arakan (Rak/min Ra/Cl\l'an Sac) for

the military assistance to regain the thronc of Arakan. ;\'arCI177ir!lw had tc

surrender the twelve towns of FJhanga (Bengal) oyer \\hich Arakan previoush

claimed suzerainty, to the Sultan of Bengal and also had to agree to Ill'

feudatory to Bengal. Arakan thus remained to be a subject state of Bengal for a

centmy (1430-1530 A.D); and during this period it became a common practice

for the Sultans of Bengal to confer ?vluslim titles on the kings of i\rakan. The

New Chronicle of Arakan mentions nine kings who received such titles from

the Sultan of Bengal. These kings and their ;'vluslim titles are:

1. Min Khari 1434-59 (Ali Khan), 2. Basawpyu 1459-82 (Kalinw

Shah), 3. Dawlya 1582-92 (lvfa Kul Shah) 4. Basawnyo 1429-94 (jVfuha177177ad

Shah) 5. Yunaung 1494 (Nuri Shah) 6. Salingathu 1494-1501 (Sheik Abdulla

Shah) 7. Minyaza 1501-23 (Ilias Shah) 8. Minsaw-o 1525 (lalal Shah) 9.

Thatasa1 1525-31 (Ali Shah).
~

Some coins or medallions bearing the kolimah (the Islamic

confession of [aith) in Arabic ha\'c also been discO\ered in :\.rakan. According

to Mr.G.E Harvey these coins \vere also issued by these feudatory kings \\ho

got them struck for them first in Bengal and later struck their own in Arakan.

This practice of taking \luslim titles in addition to their own Pali

or Burmese ones was continued even after Sa/ow (1526-31), the last king, to

acknowledge the suzarianty of Bengal sultanate, \vhen Arakan openly revolted

against Bengal Sultanate under the leadership of Minbin (1531-53)2 lyfan Ban

Sankhva also called }\:1[117:Pakri: whose Pali title is Siri Suriya Canda

lvlah adh a 177177arcu a. He occupied Chittagong and ravaged the country up to

Decca. Minbin, however, assumed the \luslim title of Jokpohsya (Zabauk

Icf"~See Ari1ki1n coins in the British :Vluseum. Cat 1\0. 82-.5-8-27 and 1\0. 1921-10-1-+-1.50. \\'hich bear

the title of Ali Shah in Arabic scripl(b ') L<>VV"- -, "'0 6\(' ~~~'\IV-- '
Nc\\' Chronicle of Ar:lk:1ll. p.82

'*-M? Z\l'~; c.~ (.3')

~ A \>\:> ~v-.-~\ LX-~)
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Shah)); one of his successors, Man: Phalon: (Minpalaung 1571-93) is also"'

known by his Muslim title, Syokindrasya2 Sikandar Shah, of the coin

inscription.3 The coin of Man: Rajakri (Min Yazagyi), 1593-1612) has his

Muslim title Cholimsya in Burmese letters on the obverse and the title Husain

Shah in Arabic on the reverse.-l The Muslim title of his successor, 0.1an:

Khamon: (NIinkhamaung, 1612-22) is Usyonsya, in BU1llleSe letters, and

Husain Shah, in Arabic, as shown on his coins. King Sirisuddhammaraia

(Thirithudamma, 1622-38) is also known by the Muslim title of Salim Shah 11.5

These later kings of Arakan, who were Buddhists and who \vere

no longer subject, directly or indirectly, to the Sultanate of Bengal, assumed

Muslim titles, not because these were imposed on them by the Sultan of

Bengal, but because they wanted to style themselves as Sultans. Besides, as

Minbin claimed, the subjects of their realm now included not only Arkanese

Buddhists but also "the Kula: of Monkway (Moghul?), Pathan, the Sak, the

Mmm, Hindut (the Hindus) and the Musalman (the Muslims).6 Taking Muslim

titles by these kings, in fact, was a mere aping of the Grand Moghul's title.

The innucnce of Islam on Arakan was profound. The kings styled

themselves Sultans and their kingdom, a Sultanate. Their court was shaped on

Guar and Delhi. From eye-witness account of the kingdom by Fray Sebastien

Manrique we know that the preceptor of king Thirithudamma \vas a Muslim,

who had been on Hajj pilgrimage twice. He was velY influential at the Court

and the Arakanaese regarded him as a saint.'l

l&-I See Phayre Plr. No. 2-+.25. 26. British Museum Cat. No. 82-5-8-2-+.25-26. Prof. Saleh-al ali of

Baghadad University reads the Arabic inscription as Jalsakaba{b) (.om" "'0 c>~ lSlo...VY'·
New Chronicle of Arilkan. p.82

3 ~\Coins of British Museum. Cat. No. 1921-10-1-1-1-+7. NO.82-5-8-29 ilnd NO.1920-6--+-8: and

Phayre PI. II, No30.lb) UVVI'i y\.~ 6\- \~u,..vv'"
On the coin oL\Jan: Khmnan: (Minkhmnaung 1612-22 A.D), the title Husilin Shah in Arabi ~Iws
its counterpmt in Burmese script as UsyonsYil on the other side. I am, therefore, inclined to
interpret this title Cholimsya as Sillim Shah illthough it does not agree with the Muslim title on thc
reverse. Compme Phayre Plate L Nos. I and 2 with Nos. 3 and -+of the sml1e plate

-' See p. X.XlI of the introduction 10 Vol. I of Travels of FrilY Sibastien Manrique. "King
Thirithudhammil (1622-38) ... had the illtemati\'c title of Sillim Shah II (Xillami:-;il. Xildrmna:-;a).
King Minyazagyi (1593-1612) having been Sillim Shah 1. though 1\lilnriquc styles
Thirithudhamma's [;Hher X:llam:,;a-clcarly a mistake. as his father Minkhami1ung (1612-22) \\as
styled Husain Shah."

6 N~\\" Chronicle of Arakan. P.82

., 7/-rl\'e/s o(h·ovSihQ,\/ien.\foriqe Vol. 1. p.351
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This impact of ?\luslim culture on Arakan is an impetus to thl

development and progress of the Arakanese kingdom in the succeeding

decades. There had been improvements in the administration as we11 as in the

anTIed forces. At a time when Bengal was in a state of chaos after the invasion

of Guar by the Mughul Emperor Humayun himself (although the Emperor was

ultimately driven out by Sher Shah), :\/Iinbin was able to conduct his expedition

right into Bengal, caphlre Chittagong and reoccupy the 12 towns of Bhanga.

His revolt against the Sultanate of Bengal was a success and the tenitories he

had occupied remained under the Arakancse rule until 1666 A. D. when the)

changed hands again, this time to the Moghul Empire.

/\rakan's power was felt much more in the sea; and its sea power

became a challenge to the POltuguese shipping \vhich had, by this time,

. predominated the Indian seas after ousting the traditional sea power of the

Arabs and the Persians. Sea-going crafts maintained by Arakan were manned

by competent seamen of Chittagong, and Caeasor Frederick, writing in 1564,

said that their fleet had as man)' as two hundred galleys. For years their ships

canied on piratical expeditions in Bengal, sometimes even up to the mouth of

the Ganges looting and capturing slaves for sale.

They could even hamper the Portugese shipping. T\1in Yazagyi

employed P0l1uguese mercenaries in his various expeditions. The P0l1uguesc

settled in Chittagong; they also had a base at Sandwip islands. They were the

freebooters, independent of Goa. They joined hands with the Arakanese in their

ravaging expeditions to Bengal. Sometimes they grew so powerful, as in the

case of Philip De Brito at Syriam, that they could even defy the king and

became formidable enemies of the kingdom. In 1615 A.D., they attacked the

capital city of Mrok-u (Myauk-u) but were repulsed by Minkhamaung who

enlisted the aid of Dutch ships. As a result of this the Portuguese were replaced

by the Dutch in Arakan's trade. But the slave-trade went on as before. The

Dutch needed slaves for their plantations in the East Indies, and were

dependent on Arakan for their procurement. These were procured for them by
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the f...rakanese from Bengal by sending annual expeditions thither. The slaves

thus procured and h'ansacted included Hindus as well as Muslims,

Moreover, these increasing contacts of Arakan with Bengal,

friendly or hostile, brought in a number of Muslims not only from that area, but

also from Northem India. Some of them were captives of war or captured

slaves and others, adventurous warriors who sought service under the

Arakanese kings as mercenaries. Fray Sibastien ~/lanrique mentioned the

presence of a contingent of Muslim solders from Northem India in the

Coronation of king Thirithudamma.

Arakan, in fact, had now become the bridge-head for the

diffusion of IshuTI into the countriQs t(l illl 8(Hlth fmd \:f1st [n flS m!l~h liS Ow

slave h'ade with the Dutch had helped in the increase of Muslim population in

the Dutch East Indies where Islam had already taken a firm hold, Arakan's

expeditions of Lower Burma (1599 A.D.), had been, in a way, instrumental in

spreading the faith to that part of the country.

The tragic episode of the flight of Prince ShahShuja to Arakan in

1660 A.D. is one of the most impOliant events in the histOlY of Burma's

contacts with Islam. The episode, which was the outcome of the war of

succession for the Moghul throne during the last days of Emperor Shah Jahan,

is well known to the historians of the lVIoghul Period. In his "Studies in Dutch

Relations with Arakan" (Journal of the Burma Research Society Vol., XXVI,

pt. I), Prof. D.G.E. Hall, basing on Dutch sources, gave an account of it at full

length. Shah Shuja, the second son of the Great l'vloghul, Shah lahan, gave up

his attempt for the rvloghul throne after his defeat at the hands of Aurungzib's

general, Mil' Jumla, and fled to Arakan with his family and five hundred

followers. King C017dasliclhal7ll7lG7 (Sandathudamma, 1652-1684) at first, gavc

him a cordial welcome: he even promised to provide ships to convey them to

Mecca as requested. But the friendship did not last long. Ivrir lumIa, who

followed up the chase, was demanding for the surrender of the prince and his

famil)/ and there was a 0,encral fear of 7\louhul invasion or :\rakan.Jh:~ '-'

Arakanese king on the other hand appeared to have a capricious eye on the rich
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tl~easures brought by the refugee prince. The last straw of the friendly relations

broke when the king asked for one of the daughters of Shuja in maniage. This

request was haughtily refused; and to get out of this intolerable situation Shuja

and his followers made a desperate attempt to escape. It is alleged that they

made a futile attempt to Ollst the king and seize the throne in collaboration with

the resident !vlllslims. In 1661 the king's troops attacked Shllja's residence and

the prince and his sons. it is rumored, fled hi the hills only to be captured hnel

The prince was executed ,md the sons, sent to prison. They were. howL'\C!

released later. In 1663, a desperate attempt was made to rescue the sons: but

this also was a failure and as a result a large number of Muslims and Bengalis

at the capital were massacred.

There is a brief reference to the episode of Shuja in the New

Chronicle of Arakan (Rakhlfin Rajavan sac). Here is refened to as a son of the

Pacha king (i.e. the Great Moghul) and his name is given as Nharonc( He

came and took refuge in Arakan in 1023 sakkaraj (1661 A.D.) He revolted

against king Sandathudamma, but was defeated by the king's forces and h(: fled

to the upper reaches of the Kacchapanadi (Kaladan) river. His two sons and the

trusted followers who were left behind were executed. The rest were treated to

water of allegiance and employed as Royal Archers. They are known as

. Kamam SemI In 1025 sakkaraj (1663 A.D.) the \·1on Kwap (Moghul) followers

of Nharonci rose in rebellion again and succeeded in buming down the golden

spire of the Royal Palace. In this rebellion l\·lemo.<;ilw the govemor of Jvlork-u

died2

The repercllssion of the tragedy of Shuja soon followed. The Ile\\

govemor of Bengal, Shayista Khan, first took measures to clear the Arakanese

from Chittagong, Ramu and East Bengal. After building and equipping a nc\\

fleet, he seized the Sandwip islands. In 1666 A. D., he attacked Dianga by lane!

and sea and fouted the Arakanese fleet. The Portuguese who had been sitting

This name is closer to Aurungzib than to Shah Shuja. The names of the t\\·o brothers appear to

ha\'e been confused here. Gut ;1I10ther AClkan Chronicle by Saya Nga Min calls the prince Saksuja
Kamam. a \yord of Persian origin meaning a bo\\·.

The Nc\\' Chroniclc of Arakan. Pp 2-+ 1-2
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on t~e fence, now changed sides. Dianga sunendered. The whole of Chittagong

district up to the Naff river was amlexed to the Moghul Empire. With this the

glOlY of Arakan kingdom came to an end. It declined rapidly after 1666 A.D.

Intemal disorder ensued with the death of King Sandathudhamma in 1684 A.D.

The Kamam San the Royal Archers of the Guard', became very powerful and

they began to play the role of "King Makers." This "Royal Archers of the

Guard" was first organized with the followers of prince Shuja, who survived

the revolt. But later they were reinforced, from time to time, by fresh soldiers

and adventurers from India. They set up kings, deposed them and created new

ones as they liked. These Kamam San dominated Arakan from 1684 to 1710.

The advance of Aurungzib's army to East Bengal chasing Shah

Shuja to Arakan, the revolt of Shahshuja and his followers against

Candasudhamma and the rutheless massacre that followed, and the campaigns

of Shayista Khan driving the Arakanese out of East Bengal, all these were the

forces that made the Muslims migrate further to the east and the south to

Kyaukphyu and Sandoway districts and to Central Burma. Some of them were

captured by the Burmese kings of A va during their Arakanese campaigns and

taken as prisoners-of-war and settled in central Burma; and the more

adventurous ones found their \yay to Central Burma and served the kings o!

Ava. The account of the land-movement of Islam to the lnawaddy plains of

central Burma should be treated separately so that it may be considered

together with the ani val of Islam in Lower Burma vai the sea.

The first group to leave its mark upon the culture of Arakan were

the Arabs who canied out trade and commerce turned the Indian Ocean an

Arab lake with their continued contact with the Far East while settlement down

permanently in the coastal areas. Rohang, the old name of Arakan, \vas aver)

familiar region for the Arab seafarers even during the pre-Islamic days. The

descendants of the mixed maniages between the local people and the Arabs

founded the original nucleus of the Rohingyas in Arakan.

Shah Barid Khan, a comiier and a comi poet in his book.

"Mohammad Hanifa O-khaira Pari" written between 1517 and 1550 nanated
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that. "Sayed Mohammad Hanifa, one of the sons of Hazarat Ali, the 4th. Caliph
-"

Islalp reached the coast of Arakan en route to China after losing a battle at

Karballah (Kufa) in 680 AD. When he first reached Arabsha Para, a place n0l1h

.of present Maungdaw town in n0l1h Arakan, with his followed a fleet junks

(sailing ships then used by Arabs) they were confronted with the cannibals

under a queen named Khaira Pari or Kayapuri. A bloody battle was brike out

between them and it was won bv lvlohammad llanif~l.

Mohammad Hanit~l subjugated the queen who along with all he!

followers embraced Islam. He then marriage her and passed the rest of their life

in great devotion to Allah. They became famous as saints. They were buried on

two of the peaks of Mayu Range (Hills) easily accessible both from lvfaungdcl\\

and Buthidaung townships. These two ancient tombs are h'aditionally known as

Hanifar Tonqie (shrine) and Kayapuri Tonqie. ,,1

Fmiher, There is another legend, it is said a king called Amir

Hamza in Ganlaugi area, another portion of pruma River, was reputed for his

legend did not say, that he ruled or conquered wethali. Next the shrine of saint,

Bubagyi, at Awbmy village, Akyab Land many others along the coast

including the famous Bach Mukan, bear conclusive evidence of early Muslim

settlement in Arakan.

D.G.E. Hall once a professor of depm1ment of HistOlY 111

Rangoon university says, in the reign of i~nawratha, pagan assel1ed Its

authorily over 1-\rakan. but ofter 1287 this lapsed. although Naramikh1:1

established tvlorhong (Dynasty) in 1433. There \Vere 1'rom time to tillll.'

Burmese and 1'vlon interferences. Arakan contacts with ivlohammedan lndi,\

were probably closer than those with Burma. ---- Moha mmedanism spread to

Arakan but failed to make much impression on its Buddhism. Mrohang had its

sandhi Khan Mosque an its King assumed Mohammeden titles but the

predominance of Buddhism was never shaken.2

The Roots, Fruits And Dreams Of All The Muslims In Myanmar.
D.G.E HalL BUD11a pp 57 - 58
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Maurice collis and sanshwebu rightly says, Arakan being

adjac'ent to Mahammedan Bangal, it might had a considerable Muslim

population even before Mrauk-L dynasty.l

llcrc, 1 wantcd to mcntion the term "kala" and the term "magh"

Moshe Y cgar mcntioncd in his \1.:\. Thesis the Muslims of Burma' that thc

term Kala, KIa, Kula is the BU1l11ese tenn f!iven to natives of the Indian

Subcontinent: but in time has come to embrace all foreigners from the west

(Col. Henry Yule A.C Bumell, Hobson - Jobson, new ed., edited by willian

crooke (London: Jo1m Murray, 1903 p.-1-9.:5!the Burmese also use the term kala

to designate Christians; to differemia:i:ne benyeen them and the Muslim who

are also called Kala, the christiars were given the name "Phritgies or

"feringies" , a term brought to Burma by \fuslim from India (Bishop Bigande

An outline of the histOlY of the catholic Bu:mese \1ission: From the years 1720

to 1887 Rangoon Hantha waddy press. ~SS-. p.3L The Bmmans call their

native Muslims "Pathikula" and their ~ir:.j:lsHinduknla" (Yule and Bumell,

op, cit, p.664).

From here, it would seer s:e:r:: SU':~l names as Kaladan, Kalagon,

Kalaywa, etc given to Muslim vilL:.:=e5e5:.:'.'l:shed i:: the period of the Burmese

I B·· 1 "I' I " .. 1 1t 1e nt1s 1 conquest l,,-a a came;:..:: c~.::: .. m':i\.name 01 Oisgra.:e mal tIme' til,

Burmese stopped differentiating t.:::\\ ee:: :;:e \anous kinds of .,Kala" ane

tended to include the Burmese \Ls~i:::5 25 \yell in what bad become a generic

term; this was most distasteful to tile Burmese \luslim since they do not 1001.­

upon themselves as a foreigners i,Desai .. -\ pagent of Bunnese History, p.298. L

Po Chai, Ancient History of Bur:::ese \loslems (Rangoon, n.d), pp-13-14.2

B. R pcarn a l-listori:m mentioned in his A1iicle King-Bering tha1

the term "Ivlagh" seems to ha\C' been used to describe an Arakanese resident ir

Chittagong. Mr. A.K. chanda. principal Chittagong college, has kindly suppliee

the f',)l1owing inf'ormation "lj~c' \\ ,':-1J i:, till cloubtcdly of Beng<11iorifrin, but the

ivl.Col]is: Arakan place in lh;: ;::\ dO.: ., .. :ll);;: 13:1\ JBRs . .5'11 anni\ersi1n publiGllion 1'-.'0.2] p'
488

Mosl\e Yegar. The Muslim cf 3li~:::.:
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exact significance of the word and its ultimate derivation are not clear. The

standard Bengal; dictionary published by the Bangiyu shalitya parishad (the

more or less anthoritative Bengali academy) states that the words is of

unknown derivation Another very well known dictionary would drive the word

from the common Burmese title Maung which is found frequently before the

name of Burmese gentle men' I do not consider that a very satisfactory

derivation. The word is applied in Bengali to Arakanese and to cer1ain

Buddhist of chittagong. The expression i'vlagev muluk means a country were

the is no established law which is governed whimsically, I consider that the

most satisfactOlY derivation is the one which connects it with ancient kingdom

of manadha~ there is a tradition of a branch of the Magadha fqj famIly having

migrated to chittagong when Hindus in became ascendant in that ancient

nurserg of Buddhism. It is not unlive that the Royal family of Arakan was

somehow descended from that Behar family. The derivation would probably be

Magadhi (the adjective from the proper name)- magahi-magai-magi-magor

. magh. There is a great deal of fluctnatiion in Eastem Bengal in the at1iculation

of aspirated stops, and mag or magh' are used in Bengali at the will of the

speaker or writer. The \vord now means a Arakanese or a Buddhist of

chittagong, especially used, it appears, of the Buddhists who come from the

subdivision of Cox's Bazzar which is next to Arakan. The new English

dictionary states that the words :,'lag, \logen, Ivlogue, appear as name u (

Arakan and the people in 15-16 the centuries.
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In conclusion I wanted to mention a figure of the major muslim

communities of Bmma. 1

Muslims from
Arakan

Chinese Muslims

(Panthay)
Mala,' Muslims

(Pashu)

Muslims of South

Asian ancestry

Zerbadee

(Burmese-Muslims)

Tamil

(Cholia)
Bengali

Telegu
(Corongi)

Punjabi Chittagonian

The major Muslim communities of Burma

Voices of Islam in southeast Asia a contemporary sourcebook. Complied and edited by Greg fealy
and Virginia Hooker.
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A~9Q.V\It}v~)-!istorie Budder ~vluk(lln built on the southern side of Akyab Island in 1750 in
memory of the eminent Saint Allama Shah BuddunIddin well known as Budder
Alllia. who \'isited the area in 1]40 A,O,



(\P')C\AA.\~ ", 'j b' 'P , ' d ~'1'" ,~. " dI""" r y:"::YZ: n. stolle lllscnptlon Wit 1 Am IC scnpl10ll!lGIn tile componD 01 llt.:lI1g\l 1::Ullg YdgO' a

preserved in Mrallk-U Museulll,

Sandhi Khall Mosque buill in 1..J.33 A D, at MiJllayatyin \li:lllK'~' L)y

Muslim army who came to help cIlt!imnc :';;lr,llncikhLl O'L.: l'ou'ld";i'
of Mrauk-U dynasty),
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A r p~ \Au\. \ t~~)- Illuslration No, 2~) in Arakall '5 "Coins" ill the timc of Naradip<ldi Salim
Sbah 955 AE, (Arakancse Era)



A ~I?~\'\.A'-~~ Illustration No. 23 in '-Arakan's Coins". Coins in Persian scripts (perhaps of early
Mrauk-U Period)
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L\planation of the Coins aho\e:

in Arak<1n's "Coins" \\ith Ar<1bic script

Coin No.1 - Indicates the Prophet's Mosque of Madin<1, Saudi Arabia.

Coin No.2 - In the square of the center it is the \erse of declaration of
Muslim faith ie. the Kalimah.

Coin :'10.3 - The \\Titer is unable to sketch the meaning of the script.
Coin :'In. 4 - First line indicates one king Din Muhammad of Rohang

(Rahami) Second and third lines are something in the

pr<1ise of the king.

Cnin :'In. 5 - Something like prilycr or ,1 \crse in praise of the king.
Coin '10. (j - In the Square at !I\e center it is the ivluslim's Kalimah.
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