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Policy Stances on Protracted Refugee Situations
in Countries of First Asylum in Southeast Asia:
Towards a Flexible Approach
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Abstract

Protracted refugee situations (PRS) are a major challenge in Southeast Asia, especially those involving ethnic
groups, the Rohingya from Myanmar and the Khmer Krom from Vietnam. Although many Southeast Asian countries
have shouldered refugee burdens for many years, most of these countries have not ratified the United Nations
Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees (CRSR) in 1951, as well as its 1967 Protocol. Moreover, major countries
of first asylum like Thailand and Malaysia have not adopted human rights - based approaches to dealing with refugee
issues but rather are strongly influenced by the security mindset of migration-control in their policies. ASEAN
countries have also been very slow in moving towards a regional cooperation framework to find durable solutions
to refugee problems. In contrast, other developing countries in Africa and Latin America have made much more
progress in regional cooperation on refugee issues based on human rights principles. Many of these countries have
introduced refugee laws and subsequently become parties to the CRSR. As political reforms in Myanmar are
underway, now is an opportune time for Thailand and other countries in the region to rethink and reconsider their
policy stances on refugees so as to adopt a more flexible approach based on human rights principles.
Regional cooperation initiatives also should be taken with a view to exploring and managing durable solutions to
refugee related challenges.

Keywords:refugees, displaced persons, Rohingya, Khmer Krom, ethnic groups, protracted refugee situations, durable
solutions for refugee challenges, United Nations Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees.
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Myanmar: Divisions and states

ReliefWeb
Emul mepsBreliefuweb it 4 f

@ AscWodd 1993 )

Tha boundaries and rum e shown on thism ap do not en iy official endossem ent or acceptance by the
Ursted Hatices or ReliefWeb. These mups may be frealy distabuted [f moee cument infom stion is
available, please update the maps and setuen them 1o RelefWeb for posting

i http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/para/arakan.htm
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wawdlsangdnla waglilasunisseusuanunngadeludenaivea (Cheung, 2011)
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anunsnegldegisgnngrinenasinnulyd saddianenlsdyilenadisunisnuld Taenienis
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fian: http://khmerkromngo.org/map/map.htm
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¢ & =t a o ¢ & a Sy &
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Muslims in Thailand: Marginalised or Merely Different?
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Abstract

Conceptualisation of Muslims in Thailand are explored in this paper so as to examine whether this group are
a marginalised people and if so, how and why. Muslims in Thailand are discussed in general as a marginalised group,
particularly those living in the three southernmost provinces where unrest has been on-going for decades. It is
suggested that only an open-minded society that embraces otherness with equal dignity can turn this conflict to
peace. Additionally, this article explores diversity within the Muslim population in Thailand, including those of
higher socio-economic status. Diversity is a reflection that Muslims are not necessarily confined to the margins of
Thai society if opportunities are opened to them. This article raises the challenge to Muslims in particular and Thai
society in general to envision a society of diversity where people with different ways of life are perceived and
treated as merely different and not actually marginalised.

Keywords: Muslim in Thailand, Marginalised Muslims, Muslims in the 3 southernmost provinces
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Elderly: Inner People to Be Marginalised
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Abstract

Thai aged society in the future is explored in this article through analysis of variance factors affecting the
status of elderly both negatively and positively. Theoretically and legally Thai elderly are equals as with people in
others age groups but in reality there are several factors pushing Thai elderly to become marginal people including
ageism, poverty, sickness, living alone and infra - structure and public service unfavorable to the elderly. This article
recommends that the Thai government and society should have public policies addressing push factors; reducing
ageism through ageing education; provision of elderly welfare and long-term caring; facilitating elderly persons to
access public and health services; as well as re-designing infra - structure and transportation system so as to be
favorable to the elderly. These policies can protect elderly from becoming marginalised.

Keywords: marginalised people, elderly, ageism, poverty, ageing education, long-term caring
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The Challenge of Eliminating
the Worst Forms of Child Labour
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Abstract

This paper presents the results of monitoring and evaluating of the National Policy and Plan to Eliminate the
Worst Forms of Child Labour in Thailand during the first half (FY 2009-2011). Results showed progress with the five
main strategies set out by the National Policy and Plan was effectively carried out. To meet the target goal, Policy
and Plan should be strengthen through the continuous monitoring and evaluation system. Definition and numbers
of child labour and marginalized children should be seriously identified by all concerned stakeholders. A challenging
achievement of the Policy and Plan in 2012 to 2014 could be the windfall of protection and prevention to “all
children” in Thailand eventually.

Keywords: Eliminating the Worst Forms of Child Labour, marginalisation, marginality
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Abstract

This article critiques theoretical concepts the Thai state uses to define romantic relationships in Thai society
and through which marital status for Thai people is managed. These deep-rooted grounds led the Thai state to an
immature institutionalisation of structural violence against homosexuality since the early 1900s. This structural
denial of homosexuality is experienced among all homosexuals in Thai society to the present day. Political
movement to change prejudiced laws is central to queer activism in Thailand although it might not be a shared
agenda among all homosexuals. Interviews with Thai queers reveal that people find alternatives to substitute state
authorities with their cultural beliefs and practices. These various sets of (ocal knowledge inform how regular
Thai queers live their everyday lives in a state-initiated discriminating society. It is practicable that queer knowledge
is translated into policy planning for Thai queers.

Keywords: romantic relationships, marital status for Thais, homosexuality, queer
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Women with Disability and
Access to Reproductive Health Services
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Abstract

Five cases studies of women with disabilities and their access to reproductive health services are explored in
this article. Challenges encountered by these women include seeking information and services based on different
levels of disabilities and needs as well as inadequate equipment as services provided at the public sector, including
interpreters for women with hearing problems. Attitudes towards disabled women are found to obstruct proper
interpersonal communication between health personnel and the disabled. Parents or caregivers are reluctant to
accept the needs of reproductive health education for the disabled as long as their sexual life is socially intolerable.
The disabled do not consider themselves as a marginalised people.

Keywords: disability, marginalisation, reproductive health access
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