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Executive Summary

A Behavioral Surveillance Survey (BSS) in Bangkok Metropolitan Administration was

implemented during 2002-2007 in which targeted sub samples were studied in 11 risk groups.

4,673 samples were collected in 2007 across 6 groups, namely;

1) secondary school students grade 8th and grade1 1th
2) vocational school students;

3) female sex workers;

4) injecting drug users;

5) migrant workers.

The proportion of female respondents is slightly higher since only female commercial
sex workers were studied. Migrant worker group and the two student groups were equally

distributed between males and females.

The injecting drug user group is limited to those who attended for methadone

treatment.

Knowledge of HIV/AIDS based on the UN General Assembly Special Session on
HIV/AIDS (UNGASS) indicators was significantly higher in drug addict group. Next most
knowledgeable was the commercial sex worker group followed by 11th grade secondary
school students, then migrant workers, then gth grade secondary school students. Least

knowledgeable was the vocational school student group.
Sexual Behavior

Injecting drug users and migrant workers were the most sexually-active, because of

their older age and their marital status

Among the 1" grade students males and females have similar levels of sexual

activity.
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In contrast, females were more likely to report their experience of sexual intercourse

than males in vocational school students and 8th grade secondary school students.

Average age at first sexual intercourse among student groups was younger than other
groups. But they are a younger sample when compared with the other groups. Overall, the

age at first sexual intercourse in every group was under 20 years old.

For all groups the survey showed spouse or boyfriend/ girlfiend were most often
reported as first sexual partners. A higher percentage of male than female respondents

reported they had their first sex with someone other than a spouse or boyfriend/girlfriend.

Condom use at sexual initiation was reported by female respondents in a range
between 15-66 percent. Male school students reported 18-60 percent of condom use for first

sex. In general, males were more likely to use condom at sexual initiation than females.

Sexual behavior in the past year

Female respondents across all groups reported their sexual partners over the past
year were their boyfriends or spouse in a range of 81-100 percent. Acquainted partnerships
were in the range of 6-24 percent. Also about 4-11 percents reported that they have had sex
with unacquainted partners in the past year. Same sex relationships were reported at 4-13

percents, although these were entirely from the group of female commercial sex workers.

In Male group across all groups reported their sexual partners over the past year were
their girlfriends or spouse in a range of 83-92 percent. Acquainted partnerships were in the
range of 25-53 percent. Also about 11-30 percents reported that they have had sex with
unacquainted partners in the past year. A range of 6-24 percents reported that they have had
sex with female commercial sex partners in the past year Same sex relationships were
reported at 6-15 percents

In the past year, percentage of consistent condom use among female respondents
was lowest among those who have had sex with their spouse or boyfriends at around 12-39
percent. With acquainted partners, condom use ran in the range of 20-50 percents, and with
unacquainted partners the range was 33-50 percents. Using condom with same sex was less

likely to report at rates of 0-25 percents.
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Condom use was at it's lowest rate for male respondents with their spouses at 22-
33%. A range of 31-63% reported consistent condom use with regular partners, and with
non-regular partners the range was slightly higher at 29-67%. Men who had sex with female
commercial sex partners reported condom use at level of 27-81%, and Men who had sex with

men reported condom use at level of 22-50%.

Overall, the figures showed percentage of consistent condom use was lower when the

sexual partner was a spouse or boyfriend/ girlfriend, than for other types of sexual partners.

Most recent sexual behavior

More female respondents reported their most recent sex was with their boyfriend or
spouse than male respondents. Condom use among females was reported in the range of
24-87%. Among male respondents, condom use was reported in the range of 35-66%.

Migrant workers reported the lowest condom use.
Having sex by receiving gift or money

No female drug addicts reported sex in exchange of money or gift. In other groups
(excluding female commercial sex workers) the range was 4-13%. Males were found to be
more likely to have sex in exchange of money or gift than females in all non-commercial
groups except the migrant workers. All respondents who had sex in exchange of money or

gift, percentage of consistent condom use was 0 -67%.

perceived of Sexually Transmitted Infections (5TIs) Symptoms

Awareness of STls among female respondents ranged between 1-35% and among
male respondents was 1-14%. The rate among female sex workers was the highest among all

groups.

Seeking voluntary RV blood test in the past year

Injecting drug users and female commercial sex workers were the top ranking groups
seeking voluntary HIV blood tests in the past year. The third ranking group was migrant

workers. Student groups ranked the lowest.
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Substance use

Percentage of alcohol drinking ranged from 26-79%. Tobacco use was reported in
the range of 4-94%. Cannabis use ran at 3-40%. Methamphetamine use was reported in the
range of 2-54%. Heroine use was 1-43%. Cocaine and ecstasy use was much lower, in the
range of 1-8%. Thinner and glue sniffing was reported at 1-14%, and the drug addict group

was significantly higher here than other groups.

Having sex after drinking

The survey found a range of 18-81% has had sexual intercourse after drinking.
Females reported 18-81% while male groups reported at about 20-71%. Those who were
sexually active and recorded substance use (other than tobacco and alcohol) were used as
denominator. The survey found that a range of 0-44% have had sexual intercourse after using
illicit substance. Further analysis indicated female have had sex after using illicit drug in a

range of 0-36%. Male groups reported a range of 0-44%
Trends of Behavioral Surveillance Survey from 2002-2007

Injecting drug User Group

There were no differences between the area and the period of data collection in 2005
and 2007. General characteristics of samples were quite similar such as gender, age,

education level, percentage of being sexually active, and average of sexual initiation.

Having first sexual intercourse with boyfriend/ girlfriend or spouse was reported
slightly higher in 2007. Percentage of having first sexual intercourse with unacquainted
persons and commercial sex workers was decreased. However condom use at first sexual

intercourse was stable.

Condom use during the past year, condom use was decreased among those
participants who have had their sex with boyfriends /or girlfriends and acquainted person.
Condom use among those who have had sex with acquainted persons, with commercial sex

workers and those men who have sex with men were increasing.
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Having recent sexual intercourse with female commercial sex worker and
unacquainted persons was decreased. Percentage of having recent sexual intercourse with
acquainted persons was increasing, and having recent sexual intercourse with boyfriend/
girlfriend or spouse was stable. However condom use at recent sexual intercourse was slightly

increasing.

There was slightly increasing of percentage of those who have had sex in exchange

for gift. However, alarmingly there was a significant decrease of condom use among them.

Percentage of perceiving STIs among injecting drug use group, there was a sharp
increase. Percentage of those who was seeking voluntary blood testing in the past year was

increased in 2007.

Substance use among injecting drug users, alcohol consumption was increasing and
cigarette smoking was decreasing slightly. lllicit drug use, there were more cases reported
cannabis use and methamphetamine use, but there were fewer cases reporting heroin use.

Other illicit drugs such as cocaine, ecstasy and glue/solvents were stable.

Female Commercial Sex Worker Group

In previous surveys, only female commercial sex workers in brothels or massage
parlors were recruited. But this year, indirect sex workers who are working outside sex

establishments were recruited as well.

Female sex workers reported that they had first sex encounter with their boyfriends
mostly. Percentage of having sex with un-acquainted persons was decrease. Condom use
with first sexual debut found to be the same as previous surveys. Condom use classified by
type of partners other than clients found decreasing. However, persistent condom use with

clients found to be slightly increasing but not with “regular” clients.

Type of partners when they had the last sexual intercourse, spouse or boyfriends
found to be increasing and with un-acquaints was decreased, which related to condom use
among their sexual partners. Female sex workers reported fewer complaints that clients
reclined to use condom during sexual intercourse. Condom breakage was found to be stable.
Perceiving getting STI infection was reported higher in the present survey. Seeking voluntary

blood testing was found slightly decreased.

n (ﬁ ﬂﬂdﬂ?ﬂq&fiﬂlaﬁé drwnaway ﬂ?\‘lL‘Yl‘WN‘ﬁ’l%ﬂi



UNAFUGUTROS...

v

Substance use: Alcohol use found to be decreased. Anti-depressant use found
decreasing as well. Cigarette smoking was found stable. In general, illicit drug use trended

to decrease except heroin and glue sniffing which was found leveling.

Having sex after using alcohol and illicit drug found to be decreasing, however

condom use found to be decreasing.
Secondary school and vocational school student groups

General characteristics of students such as age, sex, native habited, year of living in
Bangkok found to be similar in every survey. Being sexually active among secondary school
was slightly decreased. Male secondary school found to be continuous declining during 2003-
2007. In contrast, among female secondary school students, being sexually active was

increasing as higher as male student in 2007.

Among vocational school student group, overall the trend of being sexually active was

declining.

There was slightly increasing of being sexually active between 2002-2005, however

the rate was decreasing from 2006 and 2007.

Type of partner during first sexual intercourse, boyfriend and acquainted man being
reported as their sexual partners among female students was slightly increasing. Same sex in
first sexual intercourse was slightly declined. Among vocational female students, percentage
of having first sexual intercourse with boyfriends was decreased while other type of partners

being reported was increasing.
Secondary school students

Condom use during first sexual intercourse among secondary school was increasing.
In trend analysis of condom use during sexual intercourse within the past year, it was found
that condom use when have had sex with their boy/girlfriends were increasing. Condom use
with acquainted person found to be decreasing among female secondary school students.
On the contrary, condom use was increasing among male students who have had sex with

acquainted person.

Condom use when having sex with unacquainted person, among male students
consistency condom use were increasing, meanwhile there was an decrease among female

students
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Same sex intercourse found to be declining among male students. There was a
slightly increase of condom use among female students. Consistency condom use has had

sex with sex workers found to be decreasing among male students.

Most recent condom use among students, it was found that condom use was

increasing among female students while male students were less likely to use condom.

There was a slightly increasing for students who have had sex in receiving gift or
money. However, condom use was slightly increasing among females while male students

were less likely to use condom.

Perceiving getting STl symptoms, female students showed significant decrease and
among male student group was slightly increasing. Seeking voluntary HIV blood testing was

decreasing among secondary school students.
Vocational school student group

Condom use during first sexual intercourse, it was found that condom use was
increasing continuously in the past 6 years in this group. Condom use when having sex
during recent sexual intercourse with their boy/girl friends was sharply increasing as well as

among those having sex with acquainted person.

However, there was a decreasing of condom use when having sex with acquainted

person. However, females were more likely to use condom than male students.

Condom use when having sex with same sex partners, both male and female students

were doing well and overall condom use was increasing.

Visiting commercial sex workers among male students, it was found that condom use

was decreasing. However, condom use in this group was unstable in the past 6 years

Condom use in the recent sexual intercourse and having sex in receiving gift or
money, there were an increasing. In general, consistency condom use among female students
was decreasing and among male student was increasing. There was a sharp decreasing in
perceiving of getting STIs among this group. Seeking voluntary HIV blood testing was

decreasing.
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Substance use among student groups

Among secondary school students, alcohol use found to be stable and there was
significant decreasing in tobacco use. However, other illicit drug use was found to be slight
increasing such as cannabis, methamphetamine, heroin, cocaine, ecstasy and glue. Condom
use when they had had sex under alcohol influence found to be decreasing.

Among vocational school students, alcohol use found slightly decreasing in the past
few years. There was a sharp decreasing of tobacco use. lllicit drug use was unstable.
Cannabis, methamphetamine use in the past year was decreasing. However, heroin, cocaine,
ecstasy and glue use was increasing. Condom use when having sex under alcohol influence

found to be decreasing among males but we found an increasing among females.

Migrant worker groups

General characteristics of this group found to be similar between 2005 and 2007.
Knowledge of HIV and AIDS based on UNGASS questions, percentage of knowing all correct

answers was decreasing.

Percentage of having first sexual intercourse with others partner than their spouse,
boy/qgirl friends was found higher in present survey. Condom use among different type of
sexual partners in the past year; condom use was increasing when having sex with
unacquainted person and commercial sex workers. When they have had sex with their

spouse, boy/girlfriends, condom use was decreasing.

Condom use during recent sexual intercourse, it was found that there was a
decreasing.

Having sex in receiving gift or money, there was a decreasing and yet we found the
condom use was increasing as well.

Perceiving getting STl and seeking HIV blood testing was found to be decreasing.

Substance use such as alcohol, cocaine, ecstasy glue and anti-depressants was
increasing while methamphetamine and heroin use was stable.
Percentage of having sex after drinking alcohol was increasing and condom use during
sexual intercourse was slightly increasing.

There was no report of having sex under illicit drug influence in present survey.
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