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Exechirve Skmmary

This behavioral surveillance survey
on the risk of infection with HIV in Bangkok
has been conducted regularly by the
Division of HIV/AIDS Control, Department of
Health Bangkok Metropolitan Administration,
and the ASEAN Institute for Health
Development, Mahidol University, as a joint
research project. The research started in
2002 has involved a total of 30,292
respondents across a total of 11 societal

categories.

Level of Knowleije abont #1V241DS

In relation to individual knowledge
concerning HIV/AIDS, the findings indicated
that 8" graders were less likely to answer
the survey questions correctly, when
compared with other groups across most
items. In contrast, the general population
group and the factory worker groups
displayed a greater knowledge of HIV/AIDS
related issues as measured by the number

of correct answers to survey questions.

In 2008, the survey was conducted
on 5 different groups, namely: 8" graders
and 11" graders from secondary schools;
2" year vocational school students; groups
of factory workers; and a group from the
general population. Data was collected from
a total of 5,759 respondents. As expected,
the mean age of the g" graders’ group was
significantly lower than the ages of the other
groups. On the other hand, the average age
of the groups of factory workers, and the
general population, was significantly higher

than that of the students.

Using the UNGASS criteria, the
percentage of those sampled who gave all
correct answers were counted in each
group. The findings showed that the lowest
group was that of the g" graders (7%)
followed by the vocational school group
(13%), the 11" graders (19.7%), the factory
worker (35.7%)

groups and finally, the

general population group (38.7%).

nasmILANlsAlEnd AIUNAUINE NTUNWHIUAS



Resnlts concerning Sexnal Initintion
Among those who were sexually
active during the survey, the average age at
the time of their first sexual intercourse was
lower among the student groups than both
the factory worker and general population
groups. Overall, the average age of sexual
initiation was less than 20 years old, with a
minimum age of 8-9 years old. Males were
significantly more likely than females to have
had their first sexual intercourse before the

age of 15.

Sexnal behavior i the past year

When asked about their sexual
behaviour over the preceding year, it was
found that males were less likely to have
had sex with a regular partner or spouse
than females across all groups. Males also
tended to have had sex with multiple types
of partner, including persons who were
merely acquaintances and with sex workers.
Men who had had sex with men made up
4% of the group of the general population,
but 19.6% of 8" graders groups.

‘LI'VIﬂ%;'lJ é’u?w]i-Executive Summery

Males from all 5 groups were also
significantly less likely to have had their first
sexual intercourse with their regular partner
or spouse. Instead, sexual initiation was with
sex workers in 1.8% to 9.5% of the cases, or
with acquainted sex partners in 5.6% to 20%
of the cases. In addition, males in 3 different
groups (vocational students, factory workers
and the general population) were more likely
to have practiced safe sex than female

peers.

Further, when queried about
condom use in the past year, consistent
condom use by females was less than by
males. In the student groups, consistent
condom use was higher than in either the
factory worker groups or in the general
population group. However, when classified
by type of partner, it was found that
consistent condom use was considerably
lower between boyfriends/girlfriends and
married couples. Further, less than one third
of the men who had had sex with men in the

student groups regularly used condoms.

ADLUNRUINITAIEITUFURLTLU NUNINLIRENUAR



#aring sex in cxc,uyt or money or j(‘\‘{s

With regard to sex in exchange for
money or gifts, it was found that this was
more common for males than females.
Overall, the percentage was low ranging
from 1% to 13%, although condom use

varied greatly from 20% to 100%. Females

m nsAnEuwulliNTRINgAnssNNFNNUsIUMsAndaiatlas lu 5 nguidssansidiuana 1 2551

Vocational school students and factory
workers, reported a higher percentage of
condom use than males, while condom use
by females in the general population group

was reported at 20%.

Skspicion of ’un‘y s sexnally Iransmitted indection

The survey found that males in all
groups were more concerned than females

that they might acquire a sexually transmit-

#aving 1V blood {est
Overall, the percentage of those who
had had an HIV blood test ranged from 2%

to 6% and was highest in the factory worker

Snbstance nse orer the past year
Substance use in this study means
illicit use of heroin, cocaine, marijuana,
methamphetamines and other drugs, during
the past year. Prevalence of illicit drug use
across the 5 different groups ranged from
1% to 19% with males more likely to have
used illicit drugs than their female peers.
Intravenous drug injection was
reported at 1%, and the proportion of use by
males was higher than by females. Out of all

the respondents, only 9 respondents were

ted infection. The factory worker group
reported a higher percentage of suspicion

they may have an STI.

groups and general population group. In
general, a higher the percentage of males

who had had blood tests than females.

at risk of acquiring HIV/AIDS through sharing
needles or syringes without cleaning.
intercourse  after

Having sexual

drinking or using illicit drugs was also
reported at low levels in all groups. However,
in all groups, rarely less than one- third of
males consistently used condoms. There
were even some reports of g" graders

having sex under the influence of alcohol, as

th
well as substance use among 8 graders.
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Zrend of behavioral snrvesllance related 0 #IV2AIDS inbection

All five groups were subjected to
behavior surveillance.

Surveillance of 11" graders and
vocational school students was conducted

from 2002 to 2008. Surveillance of 8"

FAc‘{OU workers

In 2006 and 2008, the age range of
the factory workers surveyed was 15 to 49
years, and their average age was higher
than in previous years.

Condom use by females for first
time sexual experience was higher than in
the previous 5 years.

Consistent condom use by males
was more frequent than with females.
Consistent condom use for sex with their
lovers and spouses was less frequent than
with other types of sexual partner.

Condom use for the most recent
year sexual experience was increasing.
However male workers used condoms more
than female workers over the past 4 years.

There was a slight increase in the
number of workers who had had sex in

return for gifts or money. Male workers were

more likely to do this than female workers.

graders was conducted in 2007 and 2008.
Surveillance of the general population group
occurred in 2006 and 2008. Surveillance of
the groups of factory workers was under-

taken in 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005 and 2008.

The incidence of symptoms that
could indicate a sexual transmitted disease
was found to have decreased. Female
workers were more likely to indicated sexual
transmitted infection symptoms than male
workers over the past 4 years.

Seeking voluntary blood test for HIV
declined, as in the previous 4 years. Female
workers were more likely to seek voluntary
HIV blood testing than male workers over the
past 3 years except in 2008.

Alcohol consumption was increasing
among female workers and was steady
among male workers, who were more likely
to have consumed alcohol over the past
month than female workers. Sex after alcohol
and consistent condom use increased

slightly. Substance abuse behavior was

found to be decreasing.
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School ¢ jnitr.s

Knowledge of HIV/ AIDS increased
slightly in 2008. Male students were less
likely to correctly answer AIDS questions
than female students.

Overall, the trend of being sexual
experienced was declining. Male secondary
school students were more sexually active
than female students over the past two year.
The first voluntary sex experience was
sharply increasing, and males were more
likely to have had first sex than females.
Condom use at the first sexual intercourse
was slightly increasing.

Sex between boyfriend/girlfriend
and same sex partners was increasing.
Acquainted partner, unacquainted partners
and sex worker partner slightly declined.
Consistent condom use with boyfriends was

found to be increasing among female g"

school 11 graders

Knowledge of HIV/AIDS increased
slightly.

Overall, in this group, the trend of
being sexually experienced was slightly
increasing. Condom use at the first sexual
intercourse was decreasing. The trend of
the first sexual intercourse

condom use at

by male students was similar to female

m nsAnEuwulliNTRINgAnssNNFNNUsIUMsAndaiatlas lu 5 nguidssansidiuana 1 2551

grader. In contrast, consistent condom use
was decreasing among male g" graders
having sex with girlfriends. Overall, condom
use by g" graders was found to be
increasing.

There was slight decreasing in
students who had had sex in exchange for
goods or money, students indicated sexually
transmitted infections, and students who had
had a sexual problem in the past year.

Alcohol consumption in the past 1
month was found to be slightly decreasing.
Male students were more likely to have drink
alcohol in the past one month than female
students. Substance abuse by male students
increased in the past year, but remained
stable with females. However female
students were less likely to substance abuse

than male students.

students over the past 5 years.

Consistent condom use by females
increased but decreased by males. Overall,
it was found that condom use was slightly
increasing, although condom usage by
females was less than by males over the

past 5 years.

There was a decrease in students
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who had had sex in return for gifts or
money. Male students were more likely to do
this than female students over the past 5
year.

Symptoms that could indicate a
sexually transmitted disease and seeking
voluntary HIV blood testing in the past year
were increased slightly. Male students were

more likely to seek voluntary HIV blood

testing than female students over the past 4

Voeational school stndents

Knowledge of HIV/ AIDS increased.
Male students were less likely to correctly
answer AIDS questions than female
students.

Overall, in this group, the trend of
being sexually experienced was sharply
increasing. Males were more sexually active
females.

The first sex experience with
boyfriend/girlfriend or lover among male
students was increasing, while female
students were stable. The trend of condom
use at the first sexual intercourse was
decreasing.

Consistent condom use in the past
year was decreasing. Most recent condom
use among vocational school students, it
was found that condom wuse was
decreasing. However male students were

more likely to use condoms than female

‘LI'VIﬂ%;'lJ é’u?mqi-Executive Summery _

years.

In the past 1 month, Alcohol
consumption found to be increasing. More
male students drank alcohol in the past one
month than female students over the past 3
years. Substance abuse in the past year
was found to be slightly increasing. Male
students were more likely to substance use
in the past one year than female students

over the past 4 years.

students over the past 5 years.

There was a slight decrease in
students who had had sex in return for gifts
or money. Male students were more slightly
likely to do this than female students.
Symptoms that could indicate a sexually
transmitted disease, and voluntary HIV blood
testing, in the past year were slightly
increasing.

In the past 1 month, alcohol
consumption was found to be increasing.
Male students were more likely to drink
alcohol in the past one month than female
students over the past 3 years. Substance
use in the past year found to be decreasing
among males students, while female
students were a stable. Male students were
more likely to substance use in the past one
year than female students over the past 4

year.
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Beneral popriation

The age range of the general
population group in 2006 was to 15 — 29
years of age, but in 2008 the age range was
increased to 15 — 49 years of age. In 2008,
therefore, the average ago of respondents
was higher in 2008 than in 2006.

Both males and females were found
to be decreasingly likely to have had their
first sexual intercourse experience before
the age of 15 years. females were also less
likely to have had their first sexual
intercourse experience before the age of 15
years than males.

Condom use at the first sexual
intercourse decreased and males were
slightly less likely to use condoms than
females.

The consistent condom use for
sexual intercourse in the past year between

spouses and lovers was less than with other

m nsAnEuwulliNTRINgAnssNNFNNUsIUMsAndaiatlas lu 5 nguidssansidiuana 1 2551

types of sexual partner.
It was found that males in the past
year were more likely to use condoms

consistently than females. Most recent
condom use among general populations, it
was found that condom use was decreasing.
However males were twice as likely to use
condoms than females. There was decrease
in sex in return for gifts or money, and in
symptoms that could indicate a sexually
transmitted. Seeking a voluntary blood test
for HIV in the past year increased.

In the past 1 month Alcohol
consumption was found to be increasing.
Males were more likely to drink alcohol in the
past one month than females. Substance
abuse in the past year was found to be
decreasing. Females were less likely to
substance abuse in the past one year than

males over the past 2 years.
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A Note On Privacy
This survey is anonymous,
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you can rest assured that the identifying token is not kept with your responses. It is
managed in 3 separate database, and will only be updated to indicate that you have {or
haven't) completed this survey, There is no way of matching identification tokens with
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