INSTITUTE OF SOUTHEAST ASIAN STUDIES

ANNUAL REPORT 200607



Library

(Head: Miss Ch'ng Kim See)

hroughout the yaar, most of the Library's affort

was spent on setting up the S. Rajaratnam
parmanent exhibition, which comprises a
reprasantative display of Mr Rajaratnam's books as
well as photographs and descriptions of his life and
achisvements.

The report year saw increasas in most areas of
the Library's activitias. Matarials processed wer
2.1 per cant more. The total number of mgsterad
users rosa by 16.3 per cant; new usars increasad
by 10.6 per cant compared with the pravious year.
The numnbar of user visits saw an incraase of

10 per cent ovar the previcus year, Although books
borrowed decraasad by 15 per cent, in-housa usa
of materials increased by 17.5 percant and the
numbsar of visitors briefed and takan on Library
tours increased by 0.8 per cant.

Ten thematic book axhibits ware mountad and
three subject biblicgraphies ware compiled to
support seminars held by ISEAS and visits of VIPs
to the Institute. In addition, a bibliography on

S. Rearatnam and a catalogue of the

S. Rearatnam collection were comrpiled for
publication.

Tha antrias of records in the in-housa indaxing
databasas SEABase and SEATaxt increased by
1.8 per cant and 13 per cant respectivaly. Thera
wera marginal incraasas in SEAPrY and
SEABiog.

The accurmulated backdogs of unprocassad
miatarials dacreasad by 2.7 per cant over tha
previous year.

This financial year, the Library's acquisitions budgeat
was increasad by 2 par cent to S8300,000 over
the pravious yaar with an additional $50,000 to pay
for the Horizon library software maintenancs.

The ISEAS Library Achvisory Committaa [LAC)
chaired by Dr Chin Kin Wah and comprising some
ISEAS resaarchers and the Head, ISEAS Library
was formead.,

The Collection

The Library's main colection at the end of the report
year stood at 537,467 items. Processed print and
microform matarials totalled 414,072 items, i.9.,
179,130 fitles, an increase by 2.1 per cent (3,687
fitles) over thosa of the pravious year. This excldad
the Southaast Asian Cultural Collection of audio-
visual matarials of 84,132 items and the backlog

of 38,925 titkes (or 39,263 items) of print and
microform materials, which decreased by 2.7 par
cant over the pravious year. The brakdown of
typas of collection is as shown in Figuras 3 and 4.

In February 2007, a frealanca profassional
cataloguer Ms Aileen Ng was hirad for a year,
undear Phase | of Accumulated Backlogs Clearance
Project, to assist in the cataloguing of the
microfiche backlog.
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Country and Language Coverage

Of the total collections, the Library had 120,084
processed titles on Southeast Asian countrias and
the region as a whole, an increase of 3.8 par cent
over the pravious yaar, This constitutad 67 per
cent of the Library's total procassad collections as
shown in Figura 5.

Vernacular languagas of the egion mada up 49 par
cent of the totd library colection, inclusive of
urprocessed titks, as shown in Figure 6.

The S. Rajaratnam Book Collection and
Exhibition

About 4,764 volumes, once the private collection
of the lata Mr S. Rajaratnam, former Deputy Prime
Mnistar and frst Foreign Minister of Singapors,
ware donated to the Library on 13 April 2006 by
his nephews Datuk Or S, Vijayaratnam and Mr S,
Jothiratnam. About 1,000 selectad titles wera on
display, as part of a parmanent axhibit highlighting
Rajaratnam's lifs and contributions to Singapor
and the ASEAN ragion.

FIGURE 5
ISEAS Library Collection by Country (Southeast Asia)
as at 31 March 2007
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FIGURE &
ISEAS Library Collection
Print & Microfom Materials by Languages
as at 31 March 2007
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Frafsasar Tommmy Moh, Charman, fnafitute of Policy Studiss, was brisfed by Mss
Ch'img Kim Saa, ISEAS Head Litvanan on tha 8 Raeratnam Boor Colaction amd
Exfibiion, when he visied ISEAS Librany on & March 2007,



Private Papars

Tha Library holds unique collections of pivats
papars of prominent Singaporean and Malaysian
parsonalities, In 2006, affort were made to expand
the &, Rajaratnam Privata Papers Colaction,
with the addtion of 22 CDs of phatographic
mages, glimpsss of 5. Rajaratnam, three audio
CDs, four CVDs, 59 photographs, 28 video-
cassettes, 35 dides, prass clippings, artidas,
brochures, booklets, greeting cards, speachas,
cormspondances, newslatters, and books from
various sourcas, including Rajaratnarn's famiky,
Maticrial Archives of Singapore, and Singapors
Preas Holdings.

Anathar nine negatives, four photographs and
ona postcard warm also addad to tha Tan Cheng
Lock Papers Collection by the Head of Library
rasaarching on the palitician,

The Maticrial Musaum of Sngapore also depositad
fiva OV of 273 images of items selectad fiom the
Library's David Marshall Papars Collection, which
wera usad 1o mount the parmanent axhibit at tha
Museum.

Southeast Asian Cultural Collaction
(SEACC)

Tha SEACC, a muttimedia documantation
programme on the cuftural aspects habitat, culture,
folklore, customs) of the Southeast Asian ragion
comprisad mainly colour slides, black and white

regatives and photographs, with the unique and
valuable Domthy Patzar callection forming the core.,
SEACC now totalled 85,612 items, which

inchidad 173 black and white phatographs of
Sino-Vietnam Raiway Systam by Ms Bizabeth
Locand and 108 slidas on Malaysia by Ms Linda
Yip.

Acquisitions

The acquistions budget for FY2008/07 was
reinstatad to the level of FY2002/03 and the
Liorary wias able 1o buy more books than in
FY2003/04 to FY2006/06, Donations of books
from cutside sources and deposifions fram tha
ASEAN Sacretaniat and the Asian Devalopment
Bark formed a large parcentage of the incraase,
They constituted 30 par cent of the total materiak
acouirad, adding a value of $22,300,

In FY2008/07, the ISEAS Library purchasad a total
of 3,765 new tithes, 1,115 titles or 42 par cent
micre than in the pravious yaar, Howesar, including
research works, conbrence papars and ISEAS
putlications deposited with the Library, the tatal
intaks was 5,398 fitls, 36 per cant mare than in
FY200506,

Ir order to augment its unique collections, the
Licrary al=o requested for depesition of research
work from visiting rasaarchers as well as of
conference papers from ISEAS rasaarchers who



attand non-ISEAS conferences. In 200607, a totd
of 87 meaarch works and 44 sats of conferance
papars were acquirad this way with an astimated
total value of 5513,172.30, raprasanting an
ncreasa of 21 per cant.

The following were tha major donors n FY2008/07;

+ Madam Yeap Joo Kim — 50 copies of Far fom
Rangoon, valued at 31,495, and 50 copies of
Tha Fatriarch, valued at $1,000.

* W3 Rosalia Sciortino, Girector, Southeast Asia
Reqional Cffica, Tha Rockefeller Faundation —
52 titles valuad at 3805,

* M3 Masya Spek, Consuttant, Centre for
International Forestry Rasaarch (CIFCR) —

61 volumas of Warta Skonomi, vaued at
500,

* [r Russell Heng, ISEAS Sanicr Researcher —
2 volumes and loose copias of Saigon
fewsraadar, valued at 350,

*  Famiy of the late Lim Kim San, formear
Singapora Cabinat Minister (191 6-2006) —
131 fitles valued at £3,73z2.

Depository Library

0n 1 August 2006, [SEAS Library was appainted
as the frst deposttony library by the ASEAN
oecratanat and recaied 25 titbs ntotal, Az a
dapository of the A=ian Devalopmant Bank, the
Library racaived 427 fities. From [SEAS itsalf, the

Library raceived 54 new publications and 12 sets
of confaranca papers.

Serials

In 2006/07, tha tatal Seriak: Collection stood at
1,751 titkes, 9.18 par cent less than in the previous
yaar due 1o a major exercize undartaken to clean
up tha databass and straamline the collaction.

A total of 142 new titks wera added to tha
collaction:

Journals

There ara altogsthar £42 curment journals. Titles in
Bahasa Indonesia and Malay comprize 67 per cant
of tha tatal for Southaast Asian languages.

Titlas on Scutheast Asia constitute the com
collection. Those on Indonesia and Malaysia
comprise 27 par cent of the total numbsr on
individual Scutheast Asian countrias,

Newspapers

The Library subscribed to 34 newspaper titles
and recaivad two as aft. Two naw titks The Edge
Malaysiz and The Edge Singapore wera added to
tha collection.

Senals Exchange Programme

The number of exchange pariners [mainly libraras)
stood at 128 with over 50 per cant from within

tha ragion. The Library meeived a total of 153
serial titkes from its partners and sent out a total

of 200 tiles in exchange. Four new exchanges
wara astablishad with Centar for Khmer Studies
Library, Cambodia; China Institute for Intematicnal



Stratagic Studias; University of Malaya Library,
Malaysia; and Naticnal Musaum of the Philippines.

Serials in Microform

Efforts to reformat and acquire microfims of
vernacular and local newspapars wera still ongoing
as part of the Library's presarvation and access
policy.

Computerized Databases
SEALion (Southeast Asia Library Online)

The Library's online catalogua had more than
188,764 racords of titles. The total search hit rate
of SEALion'was 167,700, an incraass of 12.6 per

cent over the previous year,

SEABase (Southeast Asia

Indexing Database)

SEABase, providng online access to important
rasaarch work n joumds and bocks, comprisad
30,743 records. The number of new records
totalled 892 enfries. Of the 135 joumnals indexed,
112 titles wera from Southeast Asia and 47 from
the rest of the world.

SEAText (Southeast Asia

Full-text Database)

The SEAText database had 59,716 records of
ful-text articles. The number of entrias this year
was 2,177, an increase of 13 par cent compared
with last yaar,

SEABiog (Southeast Asia

Biography Database)

The total number of mcords in the biography
database was 2,572. Full taxt biographical articles
(224 items) salected from weabsites, nawspapars
and other sourcas were scanned/nput into
SEATaxt,

SEAPriv (Southeast Asia

Private Papers Database)

SEARN databasa contained two full and three
partial indexes of the folowing private papars:
David Marshdl; Tan Cheng Lock; Alax Josay;
Gerald De Cnz; and S.Q. Weng. The other five
collections of private papers — H.8. Les,

Loke Wan Tho, K. Sanchu, 8. Rajaratnam and
Tun Or lsmail — ara yet 1o ba indaxed.

Extemnal Databases

The ISEAS Library confinued its participation in
the 69-mamber Singapore Integrated Library
Autornation Service (SILAS) databasa union
catalogue programme sinca 1963, It contributed
more than 50 par cent of original cataloguing
records of its unique Southeast Asian matarials.
The Library subscribed to three outside databasas,
viz,, Factiva Online, EIU Cning, BAS Cnine and
SMC (Singapore Mdaysia Collection) Cnline,

all of which weare helpful to searches done by

- e s o ol e | Sy,

reseaichers and ihe Ubrary.




Circulation pravious year. On a total registared users basis,
Users the increase amounts to 16.3 par cent. During
tha raport pariod the number of user visits totalled

Ot ofa total of 784, t fbrary registared 417 N3 o130 i was 10 per cant more than lastyear,

users with access period varying from one day 10
one year. Tha number of new users representad

, ; The categories of users ara shown in the pie chart
an incraasa of 10.6 per cant compared with the

shown in Figure 7.
FIGURE 7
ISEAS Library Users as at 31 march 2007
Foreign Researchers and
Doctoral Cancidates s
(18.5%) :
ISEAS Researchers
(27.9%)
Singapore Tertiary |
Students —— L=
(30.9%) :
Govt./Stat. Boards
(9.6%)
Singapore Academic Staff
(12.7%)
Loans and In-house Use Policy Studies, Asia-Europe Foundation and NUS
Thera wera 4,855 tities of materials bomowed out, s aligible to borrow materials.,
and 86 titlas of intar-library loans were issued to
13 local organizations. Only rasaarchers with more ~ Reference and Information Services
than three months' affliation at ISEAS, A total of 488 enquiries wera answearad. This was
S. Rajaratnam School of International Studias, an increase of 24.5 par cant in ovarall anquiry types

Lee Kuan Yew School of Publc Palicy, Instituta of compared vith the pravious year. The encuiries




were racaivad through walk-ins, talephone calls,
a-mails, mails, and faxes.

Thematic Book Displays

The [2EAS Library puts up thematic book displays
rmgularty, mostly to concide with the themes of
ISEAS zaminars, The displays weare: Regional
Integratian in Eurcpe and Southeast Asia;
Myanmar; Subhas Chandra Bosa and The Indian
Maticrial Armiy; Singapore Relations with Malaysia;
Thai Royatty; Thailand-Singapora Relations; Energy;
Sri Lanka; ASEAN: and Hurran Trafficking

ISEAS Library Website

ISEAS Library's wabsita are updated ragularty to
kaep up with cument infarmation aspecially with
its riews, [brary services and the Southaast Asian
inks. Since the Library websita was launched in
2003, the total visits nurmbearad 93,165,

Publications

The Library compiled 5. Rgjaratnam: A
Bibliography and The 5. Rafaratnam Cataloque
inISEAS Library to coincide with the donation of
books from the private liorary of Mr 5. Rajaratram
and the zetting up of parmanent axhibition in
the Library in his Rorour, Both wera schedulad
for publization i mid-2007. Thraa n-house
sbject biblicgraphias wers compiled: Asaan-
China Bibliography; Subhas Chandra Bosa and
Tha Indian National Army, and Gender lssues i
Southaast Asia.

Traming, Demonstrations, and
Briefings

A total of 377 library tours and brisfings weare
conductad. A group of about 40 librarans fram the
Special Libranies Common Usar Servicas Council
under the auspicas of the Mational Library of
Malkay=ia visited ISEAS Library on a study tour on
22 Algust 2008,

Forty-aighit Maticnal Library Board NLE)
professional and para-professional staff cama for
a tour of ISEAS Library on 23 Novernbar 2006 led
by Or M. Varaprasad, Chief Exacutive jinad by Ms
Maian Lak Choh, Daputy Chief Executive, NLE.
Both raturmed for a tharough brigfing on 7 March
2007,

Training

[SEAS Library provided a two-week: in-houss
training to ks Daraneth Cum, Lbrarian at tha
Cenitra of Khmer Studies, Cambodia as part of
its ragional cooperative netkarking in ASEAN
countrias,

Extermnal Links and Networks

[SEAS Library continued to maintain its regional
and irtarmational links and networks through book
exchange programmes, visits of professionaks and
researchers, field tips and confrencs participation
by Library profacsional staff, The Library was

dlso active in networking through participation in
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national and intemational cooparative projects,

as folows: Intar-Agency Committae on the
Chinesa Ovarsaas Databank and Rasaarch
Caollection (COCODR or HuayiNet Committes),
Singapore; Digitization of Southaast Asian Matarials
Consortium, Singapore; Singapore National

Database (SILAS), Sngapore; Council of Academic
and Research Chief Librarians, Singapore;
Institutas of Higher Leaming Cnline Database
Consortium, Singapore; and CORMOSEA
{Committae on Rasaarch Materials on Southeast
Asia), USA.







